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Have heard much Talk 
okt a kind of Court of 
Judicature, call'd the 
= French Academy: There 
is certainly no Tribu- 
nal upon the face of the Earth 
ſo little reſpected as this is; For 
the Judges no ſooner make a De- 
cree, - but the People reverſe it, 
and impoſe Laws even on them, 


which they are obliged to obey. | 


» 


2 Perſian Letter. 


It is not long ſince, in order to 
fix their Authority, they put out 


a Code of their Deciſions: This 
Child of many Fathers was in a 


manner old as ſoon as born; and 


tho' he was Legitimate, yet a Ba- 
ſtard that popt into the World be- 


fore him, had like to have ſtiffed 
him in the Birth. | 


_ Theſe Judges have nothing in the 
world to do but to prate inceſſant- 
ly. Panegyric enters inſenſibly in- 


to all their Babble ; and as ſoon 


as ever they initiate a Member in- 
to their Myſteries, the Dzmon of 
Flattery takes poſſeſſion - of him, 
and never after leaves him till he 
leaves the World. 3 
It is a Body with forty Heads, all 
cramm'd with Tropes, Metaphors 
and Antitheſes; their Mouths no 
ſooner open, but out flies an Ex- 


cClamation; their Ears expect al- 


ways co be entcrtain'd with Ca- 


dence and Harmony. As for Eyes, 


they are out of the queſtion; 


their Buſineſs is Talking, not Sce- 


Ing.- 
* 


\ 


Perſian Letters. 43 
ing. This Body cannot yet ſtand 
well on its Legs; for Time, its 
mortal Enemy, makes it totter 
every Moment, and pulls down 
whatever it builds up. Its Hands 
were formerly ſaid to be ſome- 
what griping: T ſhall ſay nothing 
to this Point, leaving it to be ſettled 
by thoſe who know more of the 
matter than 1 ds 

Theſe are Chimæra's not to 
be found in our. Country; The 
Perſian Genius is not turn'd for 
theſe out- of - the · way Eſtabliſh- 
ments: We always follow Nature 
in the Simplicity of our Cuſtoms, ._ 
and hate an affected Singularity, of 
Manners. | ee) 


Paris, 27th of the Moon 
; Zilbage, 1715. 
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ve Days ago a Man of my 
IF Acquaintance ſays to me: F 
omiſed to introduce you into 
|  fome good Families in Paris; I will 

| now carry you to ai great Lord, 
| that acts up to his Character the 
1 beſt of any Man in the Kings- 
| —_— = | | 

| 


What is your Meaning by that, 
] Sir d Is he more polite,. more affa- 
W - ble than others? Not fo, ſays he. 
if Oh, I underſtand. you: He makes 
: every body that comes near him 
know by all his Actions the Su- 


i price, he has over them: If this - 
| e it, I: have no Buſineſs to go 
1 with you: I already own the Bill; 
hh he is my Superior as much as. he 
Int thinks fit. . . 
il However, go I muſt ; and I 
1 : found a little Man ſo fierce ; | he 
"8 took a Pinch of Snuff with ſo much 
0 | . A State, 


State, he blow'd his Noſe fo un- 
mercifully, and ſpit with ſo much 
Flegm; he made much of his 
Dogs in a manner fo offenſive to 
every body, that I was never wea- 
ry of admiring at him. Good 
God! ſays I to my ſelf, if when I 
was in the Court of Pera, JI act- 
ed thus, I acted like a very great 
Fool! We muſt have been of a 


very ill Diſpoſition, Usbet, to have 


done a hundred little Inſults to 
People that came every Day to our 
Houſes to ſhew us their Good- will; 
they knew very well we were a- 
bove them; and tho' they had not, 
our Favours muſt every Day have 
convinced them of it. Having no 
Occaſion to uſe Arts to make our- 


ſelves reſpected, we did every thing 


that we thought wou'd make us 
beloved: We were acceſſible to the 


Meaneſt: In the midſt of thoſe 
Honours which uſually harden the 


Heart of Man, they always found 
ours ſenſible to every generous Im- 
preffion ; they faw nothing but 
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our Souls above them; we de- 
ſcended to their very Wants. But 
when it was neceſſary to ſupport 
the Majeſty of our Prince in pub - 
lick Ceremoniesz when Occaſion 
offered to create a Reſpe& to- 


wards. our Nation in Strangers; 


or when, in extreme Perils, we 
were to enflame the Courage of 
our Soldiers; we roſe a hundred 


times higher than we before de- 


ſcended; we called back all our 


Fierceneſs into our Countenances, 


and we were ſometimes thought 


to have ated up to n 


Paris, 10th of the Moon 


Is 1715. 


RI * 3 — 


bk 1 TER. IXXII. 
'Ukbek to Rhedi, at Venice, 


Have not found among, the 
_ Chriſtians that lively; Perſuaſion 


| of their Religion which is obſer- 


vable 


ai wa <Q 


Perſian Letter, 7 
vable in the Muſſulmans: There 
is a great Difference here between 


Profeſſion and Belief, between Be- 


lief and Conviction, between Con- 


viction and Practice. Religion is 
not a Cauſe of Holineſs but of 


Contention, in which every body 


engages : Courtiers, Soldiers, — 
the very Women ſtand up againſt 


the Clergy, calling upon them to 
prove what they are reſolved” not 


to believe? Not that they have 
taken this their Reſolution upon 


Reaſonʒ dr have given themſelves the 


Trouble to examine the Truth or 


Falſctood of the Religion which 


they reje&t : Their rebellious Necks 


have juſt felr the Yoke, and they 
have ſhook it off without knowin 

what it was. Neither are th 

more fixed in their Incredulity than 
in their Faith; they live in a con- 
tinual Flux and Reflux, which is 
perpetually driving them from the 
one to the other. One Day one 
of them plainly told me: I believe 
the Immortality of the _ by 
"oY | 8 5 
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fits my Opinions abſolutely de- 


er upon the Conſtitution of my 


ody; according as I have more or 
fewer animal Spirits 3 as my Sto- 


mach digeſts well or ill; as the 


Air I breathe is ſubtle or gross; as 
the Meats. I feed on are light or 
heavy: I am a Spinoſiſt, Socinian, 


4 Catholic, an Atheiſt or a Bigot. 
When the Phyſician is at my Bed- 
ſide, my Confeſſor has me at an 
Advantage I take care not to let 


Religion afflict me when I am in 


Health; but I allow it to comfort 
me when I am ſick : When I have 


2 more to hope for on the 


ſide of this World, Religion ſteps 


in and wins me with her Promiſes 
of the next; I am eien willing to 
give my ſelf over to her then, and 


to die in hope. 


A long while ago the Chriſtian 
Princes ſet free all the Slaves in 


their Dominions, ſaying that Chri- 
Ttianity renders all Men equal. IT 
is true, indeed, this Act of Devo- 
tion was of great Service to them 
| | : 


Perſian Letters. 5 
in their ſecular Concerns, as it hum- 
bled the Lords by withdrawing the 
common People from their Obe- 
dience: Afterwards they made 
Conqueſts in Countries, where they 
found it convenient to have Slaves; 
then they allowed the buying and 
felling of them, forgetting that Prin- 
ciple of Religion which before had 
rouched them ſo cloſe. What ſhall 
we call this? Truth at one time, 
Error at another. Why do not 
we act like theſe Chriſtians? We 
are very filly to refuſe fine Settle- 
ments and cafy Conqueſts in haps 1 
py Climates, * becauſe they have = 
not Water pure enough for us to vn 
waſh in according to the Princi- 
ples of the Holy Alcoran. . 

I return Thanks to God Ak + 
mighty, who fent Huh, his great 
Prophet, that 1 profefs = Religion 


——— A14 1⁴ n * 1 I * 
” he = * 
* 


* The Mahometans 3 De ſire ro 
take Venice, becusſe they wou'd haue no N. =- 
ter there fit for ithar Purifications, | 755 | 

* F 2 1 | 
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which raiſes its. Followers above all 
human Views, and which is pure 
as Heaven, from whence it was 
brought down. | 


Ji, Moon 
Saphar, 1715. 
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Usbek 70 bis Friend tbben, 
ne SUWLRa.. | 


HE 3 are FS in Es 

rope againſt thoſe that kill them- 
ſelves They are in a manner put to 
Death a ſecond time: They are 
dragg'd ignominiouſly thro the 
Streets: They are marked with 
Infamy : Their Goods are forfeited. 
- Theſe Laws, /bben, appear to 
me very unjuſt. When I am op- 
preſſed with Grief, with Miſery 
and Contempt, why ſhould I be 
hindered from. putting an End to 


my Sulfcrings, and be uy 
62 


Perſian Letters. 1 
deprived of a Remedy which I haye 


in my own Hands? 

Why mult I be forced to labour 
for a Society which I am willing 
to throw up my Share in? Why 
muſt I- ſtand to a Compact made 
without my Knowledge? Society 
is founded upon mutual Advantage : 
W hen it grows burthenſome to me, 
what ſhould keep me from renoun- 
cing it? Life was given me as a 
Favour z I may conſequently give 
it back when it is no longer fo: 
The Cauſe ceaſes; the Effect muſt 
ceaſe of courſe. 

Would the Prince have me con- 
tinue his Subject, when I reap none 
of the Advantages of Subjection? 
Can my Fellow-Citizens deſire ſo 
unequal a Partition, as Convenience 
to them, and Deſpair to me? Will 
God, quite different from all other 
— — oblige me to receive 
Mercies that make me wretched ? 

I am bound to obey the Laws, 
when I live under the Laws : Bur 
when I am dead, what Power have 
they over me? 


VOI. II. B Bur, 
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Providence. | 


perfect or leſs dependant upon the 


12 Perſian Letter. 
But, ſay they, you diſturb the 
Order of Providence. God hath 


united your Soul to your Body, and 
you part them: You therefore op- 


poſe his Deſigns, and rebell againſt 


his Will. $95, 
What does this mean? Do I di- 


ſturb the Order of Providence, 


when I only alter the Modifications 
of Matter, and make ſquare a Bowl MW 
which the firſt Laws of Motion, WW | 
that is to ſay, the Laws of Crea- 


tion and Preſervation, made round? 


No, doubtleſs : I only uſe the Right - 
which was beſtowed upon me; and; 
in this ſenſe J may diſturb all the, 
Parts of Nature, juſt according toe 
my own Whim, without being to 
chargeable with rebelling againſt 


When my Soul is parted from 
my Body, will there upon that Ac- 
count be leſs Order and Symmetry 
in the Univerſe? Do you believe 
the new Modification will be lels 


general Laws? Or that the Wop 
— 
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e vill loſe the leaſt Partiole, or the 
h W Works of God be leſs Great, or, 
1d to ſpeak more properly, leſs Im- 
pP- WM menſe ? 

ſt Do you think my Body, when 
changed iuto an Ear of Corn, a 
li- Worm, a Piece of Turf, will be a 
e, work leſs worthy: of Nature? Or 
that my Soul — — *of all 
wi her terreſtrial Cloggs, will become 
In, leſs ſublime? 

ea. All theſe Notions, my dear 15 
d? ben, have no other Springs but our 
ght Pride; we do not ſee our own In- 
and fignificancy ; and come what will, 
then we are reſolved to be Something of 
toßg conſequence in the Univerſe, and 
to make a Figure in the Creation. 
We fancy that the Annihilation of 
a Being of our Perfection, would 
almoſt ruin all Nature: And we do 
not conceive that one Man either 
more or leſs in the World, what 
do I ſay, One, all Mankind in ge- 


leis eral, a hundred Millions of Worlds 
theſhike ours, are no more than a little 
orlagninute Atom, which God perceives 
will B 2 only 


* 


by Spectacles, and by Muſtachia 
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only becauſe of the Immenſity of 
his Faculties. 


Paris, 15th of the Mocn 
Saphar, 1715. 


LETTER LXXV. 
Rica #0 Usbek, * 10s 


1 Send thee a Copy of a Lette 


wrote by a Frenchman now ll 


Fpain, to a F riend here; I belien 
thou wilt be glad to fee it. : 

I HAVE been now ſix Month , 
rambling over Spain and Portugal |. 
and I have lived among a Peop - 
that deſpiſing all other Nations, of .. 
the French alone the Honour to half. 
them. 1 

Gravity is the ſhining Part of i , 
Character of both theſe Nation de. 
It is manifeſted chiefly two way __ 


T 


of 


Way! 
-h10s 


T 
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The Spectacles infallibly demon- 
ſtrate the Wearer to be a Man con- 
ſummate in the Sciences, and bu- 
ried in profound Reading to ſuch 
2 degree as to have weakened his 
Sight by it: And every Noſe here- 
with adorned or ſaddled, may ſafe- 
ly be concluded to be the Noſe of 
a deep Scholar. MERE a” 
As to the Muſtachio, it is vene- 
rable in it ſelf, independently of any 
Conſequences; not but that great 
Advantages have often been drawn 
from it to the Service of the Prince 
and the Honour of the Nation; as 
particularly by a famous Portugueſe 
General in the Indies , who being 
in want of Money, cut off one of 
his Muſtachios, and ſent it to the 
Inhabitants of Goa, deſiring them 
to lend him twenty thouſand Piſtoles 
upon that Pledge: They readily ac- 
cepted the Security, and he after- 
wards, with great Honour, re- 
deemed his Muſtachio. 


* Juan de Caſtro, 
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We may eaſily imagine that a 


People ſo grave and flegmatic, are 


not wholly free from Vanity: And 
really they have their Share. They 


uſually ground it upon two Points 


of very conſiderable Conſequence. 
They that live on the Continent of 
Spain and Portugal, are hugely lifted 
up in their Hearts, if they are what 
they call Old Chriſtians, that is, if 
they are not Deſcendants from thoſe 
whom the Inquiſition in theſe lat- 
ter Days has perſuaded to embrace 
the Chriſtian Religion. They who 
live in the Iudies are no leſs puff d 
up, when they conſider that they 


have the exalted Merit of being, 


as they ſay they are, Men with 
white Skins. There never was in 
the Seraglio of the Grand Signior 
a Sultans ſo vain of her Beauty, 
as is the moſt wretched old Raſcal 
of the tawny W hitenels of his Skinz 
when he is in a Town of Mexico 
{itting at his Door with his Arms 
a-crols. A Man of his Conſequence, 
ſo perfect a Creature, would not 

ET work 
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a work for all the Treaſures in the 
re Univerſe ; nor by a vile Mechanic 
id MW Induſtry expoſe the Honour and 

ey Dignity of his Complexion. 
ts For you muſt know, that when 
be. 4 Man has attained a certain Merit 
of in Hain; as for inſtance, when he 
ed can add to the Qualifications above- 
at mentioned, that of being the Pro- 
if prictor of a long Sword, or has 
Me En of his Father the Art of 
at- fetching a curſed hoarſe Sound out 
of an ill-tuned Guitarre; he has 
done working: His Honour is 
concerned in the Repoſe of his 
Members. He that ſits upon his 
Breech ten Hours a-day, is juſt as 
good a Man again as he that is idle 
but five; for it ſeems, Honour is 
to be acquired in a Chait in this 
re, "5: I | 
But tho' theſe invincible Ene- 
mies to Labour have the Appearance 
of a Philoſophical Tranquihry, yer 
there is nothing of it in their Hearts; 
for they are eternally in Love : They 
are certainly the clevereſt Fellows 
* B. 4 | 1N: 
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Gallantry. 


They are firſt and foremoſt Bi- 
gots, and ſecondly Jealous. They 
wou'd not upon any Account truſt 
their Wives to the Attacks of a 
Soldier diſabled with Wounds, or 
to a Magiſtrate decrepid with Age; 
But they will lock them up with a 


in the World at dying with Paſſion 
under their Miſtreſſes Window; 
and a Spaniard without a Cold, 
muſt reſign all his pretenſions to 


fervent Novice that looks meekly 
down to Earth, or a robuſt Fran- 


ciſcan that raiſes his ſanctified Eyes 


to Heaven. 
are thoroughly acquainted 


with the weak ſide of the fair Sex; 


They 


they won't let ſo much as their 


Heel be ſeen, for fear they ſhou'd 


the Imagination always 
wards, and that nothing 


its Way. 


be caught by the foot; they know 


oes for- 
ops it in 


It is every where allow'd, that 
the Torments of Love are great: 
They are much greater to the poor 


Sa- 


r EO SR NI. 
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Spaniards : The Women indeed re- 
lieve their Pains; but they only 
change one for another, and a long 
and grievous Remembrance of an 
extinguiſned Paſſion always ſticks 
by them. 5 

They have ſome pretty Pieces of 
Politeneſs that in France wou'd be 
taken for Banter: For Inſtance, a 
Captain never canes a common 
Soldier *till he has asked his Leave; 
and the Inquiſition never burns a - 
Jew without making Abundance. 
of Excuſes to him. 

The Spaniards that are not burnt 
are ſo fond of the Inquiſition, -that | 
it wou'd really be a pity to rob 
them of it: I 'wou'd only have a- 
nother ſet up, not againſt. Here- 
ticks, but Hereſiarchs who aſcribe * 
to ſome idle Monkiſh Practices, 
the ſame Virtues: as to the ſeven - 
Sacraments z who adore every 
thing which they ſhou'd only re- 
vere ; and who are ſo wondrous - 


devout that they are hardly Chri- 
ſtians. 
B 7 Tou. 
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You may poſſibly find Wit and 
good Senſe among the Spaniards 
but look for none of it in their 
Books : See but one of their Li- 
braries; Romances on one fide, 
and School Divines on the other: 
You wou'd {wear the Collection 
had been compoled and made by 
ſome ſecert Enemy to human Rea-_ 
for; © 
The only good Book they have 
Is that which ſhews the Ridicu» 
louſneſs of all the reſt. 

They have made vaſt Difcove- 
Ties in the new World, and are 
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„ not yet acquainted with their own 
; itt Continent : They have Ports in 
[| | | their very Rivers as yet unknown. 
„ to them; and in their Mountains 
1 whole Nations which they never 
| b heard of. Fe 
[i "They brag that the Sun riſes and 
1 ſets in their Dominions, but they 
l t don't tell you that in bis Courſe he 
1 meets with nothing belonging to 
[i them but waſte Champains, and 
0 Countries uninhabited. 
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T ſhou'd not be diſpleaſed, Usbetk, 
to ſee a Letter written to Madrid 
by a Spainard travelling in Prance : 
I fancy he wou'd take a good hear- 
ty Revenge for his own Nation, 
What a wide Field is here for a 
Man of a thoughtful flegmatic 
Turn! I imagine he wou'd begin 
the Deſcription of Paris thus : 
There is a Houſe here where 
they confine Mad-folks-:. one would 
think it ſhould be bigger than all. 
the reſt of the City : No, the 
Remedy is very ſmall, conſidering. 
the Greatneſs of the Diſtemper, 1 
ſuppoſe the French, knowing how 
much they are run down by their 
Neighbours, lock up fome Mad- 
men, to make People believe that 
TY who are at Liberty are not 
0. a 
There I leave my Spaniard. A. 


dieu my dear Usbek. 


Paris, 17th of the Moon 
Saphar, 17 15. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 
Usbek to Rhedi, at Venice. 


M OS T. of the Legiſlators were 
Men of limited Capacities, 
whom Chance raiſed to the Go- 
vernment of others, and who con- 
ſulted hardly any thing but their 
Prejudices and Caprice. 

They ſeem to have been igno- 
rant of the Greatneſs and Dignity 
of their Work : They buſied them- 
ſelves in. making, a Set of, boyiſh 
Inſtitutions, , wherein 'tis true they 
adapted themſelves to meaner Un- 
derſtandings, but diſgraced them- 
ſelves with Men of good Senſe. 

They, plunged . themſelyes into 
needleſs Circumſtances, and ran in- 
to particular Caſes ; which is the 
Mark of a narrow Genius, ſeeing 
Things only by Parts, and not ca- 
pable of taking a general View of 
the Whole. 

Some. 
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Some affected to make uſe of a 
Language different from the Vul- 
gar; the moſt abſurd thing in na- 
ture, in a Compoſer of Laws: For 
how ſhou'd People obey what they 
do not underſtand ? _.. | 

They often, without any Ne- 
ceſſity, aboliſhed thoſe: which they 
found eſtabliſhed to their Hands; 
thereby involving the People in 
the Diſorders inſeparable from In- 
novation. 

It is true, there are ſuch ſtrange 
Turns rather in the Hearts than 
the Heads-of- Men; that-it is ſome- 
times neceſſary to alter certain 
Laws. But the Caſe is rare; and 
when it happens ſhou'd be touched 
with a tender Hand: So many So- 
lemnities ſhou'd be obſerved in 


Ito doing it, and ſo many Precautions 
in- uſed, that the People may of them- 
the ſelves conclude the Laws to be ve- 
Ing ry ſacred, when ſo many Forma- 
ca- lities are requiſite to aboliſh them. 
of Oftentimes they made them too 


{ubtile, being led rather by Lo- 
me gical . 
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gical Diſtinctions, than by natural 
Equity. Afterwards they were 
found too ſevere ; and from a Spi- 
rit of Equity it was thought ne- 
ceſſary to, deviate from them; but 
this Remedy was a new Evil. Let 
the Laws be what they will, they 
ſhau'd always be adhered to, and 
looked upon as the public Conſci- 
ence to which that of private Per- 
ſons ought always to conform. 

It muſt however be confeſſed 
that ſome of them had a Conſi- 
deration which ſhewed great Wits 
dom; ſuchis their giving to Fathers 
a very great Authority over their 
Children : Nothing is a greater 


Relief to the Magiſtrate ; no- 


thing keeps the pubic Tribunals 
ſo clear of Offenders; in a word, 
nothing better ſecures the Peace of 
a State, wherein Manners always 
make better Citizens than Laws. 
This of all Powers is that which 
is leaft abuſed ; it is the moſt. ſa- 
cred of all Magiſtracies; it 1s the 
only one that does not depend 
upon: 
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upon Compacts; nay, it was before 


them. | 
It is obſerved that in thoſe Coun- 


tries where moſt Rewards and 'Pu- 


niſhments are truſted. in the Hands 
of Parents, the Families are beſt 
ordered; the Fathers are a Symbel 
of the Creator of the Univerſe, 
who tho? he can lead Men by his 
Love, yet thinks fit to work upon 
them allo by the Motives of Hope 
and Fear. 

I cannot conclude this Letter, 


| without taking notice to thee of 


the whimſical Caſt of Mind of the- 
French. They are ſaid to have re- 
tained an infinite nun ber of things 
out of the Roman Laws, which are 
at leaſt Uſeleſs, if not worſe; but 
they did not copy, after them in the 
paternal Authority, which was ſet- 
tled by the Romans as the firſt Law- 
ful Magiſtracy. : 


Paris, 18th..of the Magn. 
Saphar, 1715, 
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LE r 1 E R LXXVI. 12 | 


The Chief Eunuch to Usbek, 
at Paris, 


Eſterday ſome Armenians brought 
to the Seraglio a young Cir- 
caſſian Slave which they wanted to 
ſell. I carried her into the private 
Apartments; I undreſs'd her; I 
viewed her with the Eyes of a 
Judge, and the more I viewed her 
the more-Beauties I found in her. 
A Virgin Baſhfulneſs ſeemed deſi- 
rous to hide them from my- ſight; 
I perceived with how much Re- 
nde ſhe obeyed ; ſhe bluſhed 
to ſee her ſelf naked even before 
me, who, exempt from thoſe Paſ- 
ſions that can give an Alarm to 
Virtue, am inanimate under the 
Empire of that Sex, the Miniſter 
of Modeſty in the freeſt Actions, 
and whofe chaſte Looks can in- 
ſpire nothing but Innocence. 


As 
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As ſoon as J judged her worthy 
of Thee, I humbly bent my Eyes 
to Earth; I threw over her a 
Robe of Scarlet ; I put a Ring of 
Gold upon her Finger ; I proftra- 
ted my ſelf before her Feet ; I a- 
dored her as the Queen of thy 
Heart ; I paid the Armenians ; 
buried her from all human Eyes. 
Happy Usbek, thou art the Poſ- 
ſeſſor of more Beauties than are to 
be found in all the Palaces of the 
Faſt. What Pleaſure will it be to 
thee at thy return to find thy ſelf 
Maſter of the moſt charming Wo- 
men in Perſia, and to ſee the Gra- 
ces revive in thy Seraglio as faſt as 
Time and Poſſeſſion labour to de- 
ſtroy them. 


From the Seraglio at Fatme, 
the i ſt of the Moon Rebi- 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 
Usbek fo Rhedi, at Venice. 


INCE I have been in Europe, 
my dear Rhed;, I have ſeen ma- 
ny. a different ſort of Goyernment : 
It is not here as in, Alia, where the 
Rules of Policy are every. where 
the ſame. | 

I have, often, ſtudied. within my 
ſelf, to find which of all theſe Go- 
vernments is moſt, conformable to- 
Reaſon; and I imagine that to be 
the moſt perfect which attains its 
End with. leaſt. Difficulty: Conſe- 
quently, that which conducts Men 
in a way the moſt ſuitable to their 
Inclinations, is the moſt perfect. 

If the People are as obedient 
under a mild, as under a ſevere Go- 
vernment ; the former is to be pre- 
ferred, becaule it is moſt conform- 
able to Reaſon, and that Severity is 
2 foreign Motive. 

Be 
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Be aſſured, my dear Rhedi, that 
in any State Puniſhments being 
more or leſs cruel, do not create a 
greater Obedience to the Laws. 
In a Country where the Puniſh- 
ments are moderate, they are as 
much dreaded, as where they are 
tyrannical and inhuman, 

Let the Government be gentle 
or ſevere, they always puniſh in ſe- 
veral degrees; the Greatneſs of 
the Penalty. is proportioned to the 
Greatneſs of the Crime. Our Ima- 
gination moulds it ſelf naturally, to 
the Manners of the Country — 
we live: A Week's Impriſonment, 
or a {light Fine makes as great an 
Ing upon. the Mind of a Eu- 
ropsan, educated under a mild Go- 
vernment, as the loſs of an Arm 
can intimidate an Afatic. They 
adapt ſuch a degree of Eear to 
ſuch a degree of Puniſhment ; and 
every Man proportipns it his own 
way: A Frenchman ſhall be driven 
to Deſpair with. ſtrange notions of 
Infamy upon being condemned to 
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a Puniſhment, that would not rob 
a Turk of a quarter of an hour's 
Sleep. 

Beſides, I have not found that 
good Order, Juſtice and Equity are 
better obſerved in Turkey, Per/ia, or 
the Mogul's Country, than in the 
Republics of Holland, Venice, and 
even England I do not believe we 
commit fewer Crimes, or that the 
Horror of the Puniſhments frigh- 
tens us into greater Submiſſion to 
the Laws. 

On the contrary, I think*there 
is a conſtant Source of Injuſtice 
and Confuſion in the middle of 
thoſe very Kingdoms. | 

Nay, I take the Prince, who is 
himſelf the Law, to be leſs power- 
ful there than elſewhere. 

] obſerve that in thoſe moments 
of Rigour, there are always tumul- 
tuous Motions, in which no body 
has the Command : and that when 
once a violent Authority is deſpiſed, 
no body has enough to recover it. 


'T hat. 
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That the very Deſpair of Impu- 
nity confirms and encreaſes the Diſ- 
order. 

That in ſuch States the Revolts 
are never inconſiderable; and that 
there is no medium between Mur- 
murs and Seditions. ; 

'That great Events there haye no 
need of being prepared by great 
Cauſes : On x contrary, the leaſt 
Accident produces the greateſt Re- 
volution, which is many times as 
little expected by thoſe who make 
as by thoſe who ſuffer it. 

When O/man the Turkiſh Empe- 
ror was depoſed, none of thoſe 
who were concerned in the At- 
tempt ever thought of committing —- 
it: They only begged in a ſuppli- 
cating way to have ſome Grievance 
redreſſed: A Voice, which no body 
ever knew, came forth from among 
the Crowd by chance, the Name 
of Muſtapha was pronounced, and 
immediately Mu/fapha was Emperor. 
Paris, 24 of the Moon 

Rebiab 1, 1715. 
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L E TT ER LXXIX. 


Nargum, Euvoy from Perſia 
in Muſcovy, 70 Usbek, 41 
Paris. 


'F NF all the Nations in the World, 

my dear Usbek, none ever ex- 
ceeded that of the Tartars, either 
in Glory or great Conqueſts. This 
People is truly the Lord of the 
Univerſe: all others ſeem deſigned 
to ſerve them: they are both the 
Founders and Deſtroyers of Em- 
pires: in all Ages they have given 
the World proofs of their Power: 
in all Ages they have been the 
Scourge of Nations. 

The Tartars have twice conquer- 
ed China; and ſtill hold it under 
their Obedience. 

Tpbey rule the vaſt Countries 
which form the Empire of Mogul. 

Maſters of Perſia, they fit upon 
the Throne of Cyrus and Euſtaſpes. 
They have ſubdued' Mu/covy. Di- 

| | ſtinguiſhed 
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ſtinguiſhed by the Name of Turks, 
they have made immenſe Conqueſts 
in Europe, Aſia and Africa; and 
they bear Dominion over thole three 
Parts of the Univerſe. 

And to ſpeak of Times more re- 
mote ; from among them iſſued al- 
moſt all thoſe Nations which over- 
turned the Roman Empire. 

W hat are Alexander's Conqueſts 
compared with thoſe of Genghi/can ? 

This victorious Nation has only 


wanted Hiſtorians to celebrate the 


Memory of her wonderful Atts. 
What immortal Exploits have 
been buried in Oblivion ! Whar 
Empires founded by them, which 
we are at a loſs to trace the be- 
ginnings of. This warlike Nation, 
wholly taken up with her preſent 
Glory, and ſure of Conquering at 
all times, never took Pains to ſigna- 
lize herſelf to Poſterity, by record- 
ing her paſt Victories. 


Muſcow, 4th of the Moon 
Rebiab 1, 1715, 


Lx a. 
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LerrteR LXIXI. 


Rica t Ibben, a? Smirna. 


H O' the French talk very much, 

yet there is among them a ſort 

of mute Derviſes, called Chartreux: 
They ſay they cut out their Tongues 
upon their entring into the Con- 
vent: and it is very much to be 
wiſhed that all the other Derviſes 
would cut off every thing that their 
Profeſſion renders uſeleſs to them. 
And now we are ſpeaking of fi- 
lent People, there are ſome much 
more ſingular than the others, and 
who have a very extraordinary ta- 
lent. Theſe are ſuch as can talk 
without ſaying any thing, and fur- 
niſh a Converſation for two hours 
together, and all the while it ſhall 
be impoſſible to come at their 
meaning, and conſequently to ſteal 
from them, or retain, a word of 


what they have ſaid. 
| Theſe 


pa aum <= om — SQ Þ Sr io. 
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Theſe ſort of Hen are adored by 
the Women: but yet not quite ſo 
much as ſome others, who have 
been endued by Nature with the 
agreeable talent of ſmiling à propos, 
that is every moment; and of re- 
ceiving every thing they ſay with 
approbation and pleaſure. 

But thoſe are the top Wits, who 
can ſpy a fine thought in every 
word, and find out a thouſand beau- 
ties in the moſt common expreſſion. 

I know others who have had 
good ſucceſs in introducing into the 
Converſation things inanimate, and 
in making their fair Perruke, their 
embroidered Coat, their Snuff-box, 
their Cane and their Gloves ſpeak 
for them. It is no bad way to be- 
gin even in the ſtreet with diſtin- 
guiſhing one's ſelf by the rattling 
of our Coach, and by thundring at 
the door with the Knocker: this 
prelude gives a prepoſſeſſion in fa- 
vour of every thing that is to fol- 
low: and when the exordium is 
fine, it renders ſupportable all the 

V 01k” 2 . 


3s Perfiah Letters. 
hofiſenſe that comes after, but 
which by good fortune then come 


late. 
3 f can tell thee, theſe little talenti 
Which are in no eſteem among uuf 
are of no ſmall ſervice to thiol 
who are fo happy as to be Maſten 
of them; and a Man of good fea 
280 but a Poor figure among ſack 
eople. 


Haris, 6th of the Moon 
'Rebiab 2, 1/15. 
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tir a LAX. 
Usbek to Rhedi, 47 Venice. 


F there be a God, my dear Rs 
A, he muſt necefſari y be Jutt 
for Were he not, he woutd be th 
moſt wicked and moft 1 
all Beings. 
W WR is à relation of Con 

Which 18 really found — 
o thitigs: This telation is "_—m— 


———— 
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the ſame, whatever Being confidees 
it, whether God, or Angel, or Mo 
ly Man. 

It is true, Men do not always 

ſee theſe relations: Nay oftentimes 
when they do ſee them, they de- 
viate from them, aud their own 
Intereſt is what they always ſeeheſt. 
Juſtice raiſes her voice; but ſhe 
has much a do to be heard amidſt 
the tumult of the Paſſions. 
Men may commit injuſtice be- 
cauſe it is their int to do it, 
and they chuſe rather to ſatisfy 
hemſelves than others, It is al- 
ways with _ eye to themſelves 
that they act: no body is wicked 
gratis, he will have ſome reaſon to 
way him; and that reaſon is al- 
ways a reaſon of Intereſt. 

But it is impoſſible for God ever 
o commit any ; injuſtice : che mo- 
ment we ſuppoſe that he ſees Ju- 
ſtioe, he muſt neeeſſariqy — : 
tor as he ſtands in want ef aothi 
ind is all- ſu ffient in higaſclf; - 
would elſe be 15 moſt wicked 5 

. : 


hurt us a thouſand ſeveral ways, all 


up in our beha 
from their violences ! 


. nn Eg. eee I. — 
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all Beings, becauſe he would be þ 
without getting by it. 
Thus, tho' there were no God 
we' ought {till to love Juſtice thai 
is, we ſhould do our endeavoun 
to be like that Being of which we 
have ſo lovely an idea, and which 
if it exiſted, muſt be neceſlaril 
Juſt. Free tho' we ſhould be fron 
the yoke of Religion, yet we ought 
not to be ſo from that of Equity. 
This, Rhedi, makes me belient 
that Juſtice is Eternal, and does nol 
depend upon humane conventions 
if it did depend upon them, ii 
would be a fatal truth which wil 
ſhould conceal even from our ſelvalM 
We are encompaſſed with Meal 
ſtronger than we are; they md 


generally with impunity. What 
comfort is it to us to know thi 
there is in the heart of all tho 
Men an inward agen; that ſtand 

f, and protects 
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Were it not for this, we ſhou'd 
have reaſon to be in - perpetual 
dread; we thou'd paſs, by a Man as 
by a Lyon; and we ſhou'd never 
be one moment ſecure of our lives, 
eſtates, or honour. 

Theſe thoughts inflame wy in- 
dignation * againſt © thoſe Doctors, 
who repreſent God as a Being that 
makes a tyrannical uſe of his Pow- 
er; who tell us he acts after a man- 
ner which we our ſelves wou'd 
not, for fear of offending him; 
who accuſe him of all the Imper- 
fections which he puniſhes in us; 
and in their contradictory opini- 
ons, deſcribe: him at one time as a 
wicked Being, and at another as a 
Being that hates Wickedneſs and 
puniſhes it. | To 

When a Man examines himſelf, 
what a Satisfaction is it to find that 
he has an upright Heart! This 
Pleaſure, ſevere as it is, muſt fill 
him with rapture : he ſees he is a 
Being as much above thoſe who have 
it not, as above Tygers and Beats. 


C 3 Yes, 
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long only to defend her, and who 
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Yes, Rhedi, if I was always fure of 
#rifly following that Equity, 
which F have before my e ] 
How'd think my ſelf the frſt off 


Paris, ths vt of the Moon 
- Genimadi- 1, 1715. 
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LETTER LXXXI. | 
Rica 0 * yy 


I Was Yeſterday at the Hoſpital 
of the Invalids: If I were il 
Prince, I wou'd rather have been 
the Founder of that Charity tha 
have won three Victorics. Then 
appears in all parts of it the hand 
of a Great Monarch. I look up- 
on it as the moſt facred place upon 
Earth. 4 | 4 

- What a Sight is it to behol( 
all theſe Victims of their Country 
gathered into one place, who ſtil 


finding 
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finding in themſelves the ſame 
N Hearts, tho? not the ſame Strength, 
„ rare of AS — erde na- 
bility they are under of ſacriſicin 
od therofebvee for her a ſecond time. 1 

What can be more affecting than 
to ſee theſe diſabled Warriours ob- 
ſerving in this retirement as, exact 
a Diſciphne as if they were forced 
to it by the preſence of an Enemy; 

lacing th wr laſt ſatisfaction 1 in this 
Picture of the War; and dividing s 
their Hearts and Minds between 
the duties. of Religion apd thok of 
the Military Art. 

I wou'd have the Names of thoſe 
that dye for their Couptry written 
and preſerved in Temples in Re- 
5 20 that ſhou'd be as it were 

e Fountain ie Honour and No- 
dility. 


Paris, the 15th, of the Moon _ 
Gemmadi Ll, 1715. 6 


C5 | Lar- 
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LETIIE K LXXXIII. 
Usbek to Mirza, at Iſpahan. 


1188 knoweſt, Mirza, that 
| ſome of Cha-Soliman's Mini. 
ſters had formed a deſign of ob- 
liging all the Armenians in Perſia 
to depart the Kingdom, or turn 
Mahometans, from a belief that 
our Empire wou'd always be de- 
filed ſo long as ſhe foſtered, thoſe 
Infidels in her boſom. +< - 5 
There had been an end of the 
Perſian Greatneſs, if upon this oc- 
caſion we had given ear to blind 
YR ‚‚‚˖‚ f 1 
No body knows how the thing 
came to drop; neither thoſe that 
made the propoſal, nor thoſe that 
rejected it, were ſenſible of the fatal 
conſequences : Chance 'did the bu- 
ſineſs of Reaſon and good Policy, 
and ſaved the Empire from a dan- 


ger more imminent than it wou'd 
haye 
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have been, in from the loſs. of three 
Battels and of two Cities. 
| By baniſhing the Armenians, they 
n. Wwou'd in one day have rooted out 
all the Traders, and almoſt all the 


that Artificers in the Kingdom. am 


lini- ure the great Cha Abas wou'd ra- 
ob- ther have had both his Hands cut 
erfia off than have ſigned ſuch. an Or- 
turn der; he wou'd have been of Opi- 


lagul, and the other Kings of the 


Subjects, he gave them the better 


nalf of his Domin ions. 
oc- The perſecutions which our zea- 
lind Nous Mabometans raiſed againſt om 


Guebres, conſtrained. them to fly 
rowds into the [aies, and = 
ed Per/ia of that laborious People 


that Wo much - addicted to 'Tillage, and 
fatal Who alone by their indefatigable 
bu- Natience were able to conquer the 
icy, Harrenneſs of our Lands 
lan- There was but one thing more 
2u'd Neft for Bigottry to do, pe that 


Fas to ruin 9 and then 
| the 


nion that in thus ſending to = 


Indies, the moſt induſtrious of his 


tended to be made ſo flouriſhing, 


Opulence and Wealth, they + 
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the Empire wow'd eafily fall of i 
felf, and with it of courſe that vel 
ry Religion which was thereby in 


If we may reaſon without pre 

dice, 1 know not, Mirza, buff 
Variety of Religions may be uſb 
ol itr's brats: ©ff 7 3+ 7; 
It is obſerved that the Followenif 
of a Religion which is only tobe 
rated are generally more ſervice 
able to their Country than the 
who are of the eſtabliſhed Relig 
on; for being ſhut out from 
honours, and having no way to d 
Ftinguiſh. themſelves but by rhe 


naturally led to obtam thoſe Atl 
vantages by thEir labour, and fo if 
embrace the moſt painful employ 
ments in the Society. 
Beſides, as all Religions con 
precepts uſeful to Society, the moi 
zealouſly they are obſerved, the b 


ter. Now What can be more likef 
by to animate that Zeal than then 


They 8 


Mulciphcity.?. 
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'Fhey are ſo many Rivals that 
never ſpare ane another's failings. 
The jealouſy deſcends even tg eve: 
ry private member: every, ane 
ſtands upon his gyard, and is fear- 
ful of doing any thing that may 
ue bring a Scandal upon his Bact., ang 

| expoſe it to the cont un- 
forgiving cenſurgs of its adverfa: 
ries. 

Accordingly it has alway been 
obſerved that a New Sect in a State, 
is the ſureſt means of correcting all 
the abuſes of the Old. 

It is in vain to ſay that it is the 
Prince's Intereſt not 4 allow of 
| of | an his Ki 
il ming {he all the 8.65 l 1. 
World were to get together in it, 
he wou'd not be at all prejudiced 
dy it ; for there is not one but 
what preſcribes Obedience, and 
— Suhmiſſion. . 

1 — Hiſtories are full f 
Religious Wars : * do not let 
us take che ching w ong 5 it was 
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occaſioned theſe Wars; it was the 
untolerating Spirit of that which 
thought ſhe had the Power in he 
/ ‚˖’˖ e 
It was that Spirit of Proſelytiſag 
which the Jews caught of th Al 
gyptians ; and which from then 
was communicated like an Epi- 
demical Infection, both to the Ms 
hemetans and Chriſtians. oi" 
In a Word, it was that Spirit 


of Enthuſiaſm which in its progreſ | 


can be looked upon as nothing elle 
= a total Eclipſe of human Rev 
on. "4 14762 <> 

For in ſhort tho”. there was no- 
thing of. inhumanity in forcing 
the conſciences of others; tho? it 
occaſioned none of thoſe ill effect 
which ſpring up from it by thou 
ſands : a man muſt be a fool to 
offer at it. He that wou'd 


have me change my Religion, doe 
it, no doubt, becauſe he wou'd not 
change his own if he were to be 
forced to it: ſo that he wonders | 
will not do a thing which 7 

c 
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he wou'd not do himſelf for the 
Empire of the Univerſe. « 


Paris, 26th of the Moon 
Gemmadt 1, 1715. 


LET DER LXXXIV. "UM 


jo 0207 gug ps 


— 


T ſeems here as if every Fami- 
ly was its own Governour; the 
husband has but a ſhadow of Au- 
thority over his wife; the father 
over his children; the maſter over 
his ſlaves: and you need not doubt 
they always ſtand up againſt a jea- 
lous husband, a peeviſh father, or 

a croſs maſter. | 
I went Yother day to the place 
where Juſtice is diſpenſed. In your 
way to it you are forced to run the 
gantlet thro* whole numbers of 
young Shopwomen, that invite you 
with a deceitful Voice. This Sight 
Is gay enough, but the next Ob- 
jects 
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jets are very doleful, when yen 
an? mto 2 great Halls, * 
ou {ee nothing but men -whoſe 
abirs are more grave even than 
their looks. At laſt you enter in- 
to the ſacred Place where all the 
fecrets of Families are revealed, 
and where the moſt private actions 
are brought out into open light. 
There a modeſt Girl comes and 
confeſſes the torments of a virgini- 
ty too long kept; her conflicts, and 
her ſorrowful reſiſtance : She js ſo 
far from being puff d up with her 
victory, that ſhe looks every mo- 
ment for a defeat; and that her fa- 
ther may no longer be ignorant of 
her neceſlitzes, the makes them 
known to all the world. | 
An impudent Wife comes next, 
and ſets forth the inſults the has 
done her Husband as ſo many rea- 
ſons for being parted from Him. 
With equal modeſty another de- 
darcs, the is weary of having the 
title of a wife, without enjoying 
the benefits of it: * 
v 
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veals the Myſteries buried in the 
obſcurity of marriage: She 'defires 
to undergo the examination of, Ar- 
tiſts, and to be: reſtored by a De- 
cree to all the privileges of virgi- 
nity. Nay, there are ſome that 
dare defy their Husbands, and pub- 
lickly challenge them to a combat 
which the Witneſſes make fo dif- 
ficult : a tryal as diſgraceful to the 
Wife that ſtands it as to the Huf- 
band that is defeated by it. | 
An infinite number of young 
women, either raviſhed or debauch- 
ed, make mankind even much worſe 
than they really are. Fhis Tribu- 
nal rings with nothing but .Love. 
You hear talk of nothing but en- 
raged fathers, abuſed daughters, 
perjured lovers, and diſcontented 
husbands. * 
the Law here in f. 
child born in Marriage 4 
dd to be the Husband's: he may 
have what reaſom he will to believe 
it not to be fo ; the Law belir ves 
it for him ; and caſcs him * his- 
N 
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ſcruples, and the trouble of a tho- 
rough enquiry. 115190 
In this Court the voices are ta- 
ken by majority: but experience 
has ſhewn that it wou'd have been 
a better way to take them by the 

pw z and it is very natural it 
ſhou'd be ſo; for. there are very 
few juſt reaſohers ; and all the 
world agrees there are falſe ones 


enow. 7 


Paris, the 1ſt of the Moon 
Semmadi 2, 1715. 


LETT EA LXXXV. 


(Ft HEY fay. Man is a. Sociable 
00 Animal. Upon this foot the 
1 | French ſeem to me to have more of 
1 the Man in them than any people 
1 in the world: they may be called 


Men by way of excellence; for 
| they 


able 
the 
> of 
ople 
led 
for 
they 
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they ſeem cut out for nothing but 
Society.. d en ee Ryan 
But I have obſerved among them 
people who are not only ſociable 
but who may be called an Univerſal 
Society of themſelves. They mul- 
tiply themſelves into every corner, 
and in an inſtant people you the 
four quarters of a Bury : one hun- 
dred men of this ſort ſhall make a 
greater ſhow than two thouſand 
other Citizens: they might in the 
eye of a Stranger repair the Devaſta- 
tions of plague or famine. It is a 
ueſtion in the Schools whether one 
ody can at one inſtant be in diffe- 
rent places; they are a full proof 
of what the Philoſophers propoſe as 
a doubt. OP a ü C4 rf 
They are always in a hurry, ha- 
bine upon their hands the important 
buſineſs of asking every body they 
meet, where they are going 

where they have been. 
You can never beat it out of their 
heads, but that it is a neceſſary piece 
of good breeding to viſit the Public 
TER every 
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every day ſeparately, beſides the vis 
fit they pay it in groſs in places 
of general aſſemblies : but as this 
latter method is too ſhort, theſe Vi 
firs go for nothing in the rules gf 
their Ceremonial. | | 
They wear out more doors with 
knocking at them than the Wind 
and Storms. If one were to,examang 
all the Porters Lifts, we ſhou'd eve 
ry day find their names. murdered i 
a thouſand Swi/i fcrawls. Phe 
ſpend their days either in attending 
upon. Funerals, in Compliments. of 
3 ry = ſollicitations df 
Marriage. The King never grants 
aF _—_ to one of his Subjects, but 
it colts them a Coach or a Chair to 
wiſh the perſon joy. At night they 
return home to reſt themſelves after 
their fatigue, that they may be al 
2 day to reſume their labariou 


One of them died t'other day of 
mere wearineſs; and this Epitaph 
Was jm e upon his Tomb. 

Here reſts a man that never * 
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before. He mourned at five hun- 
dred and. thirty Burials. He re- 
joyced at the birth of two thouſand 
fix hundred and fourſcore children. 
The Penſions on which he congra- 
tulated his Friends at various times 
amount to two millions fix hundred 
thouſand Livres per annum. The 
ground he tradged it on foot in 
town, to nine thouſand! fix hundred 
farlongs z the walks he took in the 
Country, to thirty fix.' His Con- 
verfation was amuſing : he had a 
conſtant Stock' of three hundred and 
ſixty five Stories: he was over and 
above the maſter even from his 
youth of a hundred and eighteen 
Apophthegms extracted from the 
Ancients, which he brought out 
whenever he thought fit to thine. 
He died in the fixtieth Year of his 
Age. Now, Paffenger, I conchude, 
for when cou'd I tell thee all that 
he did, and all that he ſaw. 


Paris, it the Moon 
— 17. 
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| LETTER LXXXVI. 

i _ Usbek zo Rhedi, at Venice. 
. Lb and Equality reign at Pa: 
141 ris. Birth, Virtue, nay even 
Wl the greateſt Services in War, do not 
Wont lift a man above the crowd in which 
110 he is confounded. Jealouſie about 
11 rank is here unknown. They lay 

1 the chief man at Paris is he that 
Wilt if has the beſt Horſes to his Coach. 
110 As great Man is one that ſees the 
„ 4 King, ſpeaks to the Miniſtry, ha 
100 Anceſtors, Debts and Penſions. It 
|; f 0 with all this he can conceal his idle. 
V0 neſs under an air of buſineſs, or 1 
60 pretended alacrity after pleaſure, he 
„ | thinks himſelf the happieſt of mor- 
10 tals. 1131211 5 15h 
it Wil In Persia none are Great but thoſt 
1 £1) 4 on whom our Monarch beſtows ſome 
WI!!! ſhare in the Government. Here 
| '! 0 there are People that are Great by 
11 their Birth; but they have no mam 
i} | ner of Intereſt, Kings act like thoſe 
i | +7" 
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nice Artificers ho in the execu- 
tion of their deſigns always make 
© uſc of the plaineſt tools. | 

Favour is the great Deity of the 
French. The prime Minifter is her 
High-Prieſt, and offers her many a 
Victim. Thoſe who attend upon 
him are not cloathed in White; 
ſometimes Sacrificers and ſometimes 
Sacrificed, they devote even them 
ſelves to their Idol, together with 
the whole N ation. 


Paris, oth of the Moog | : 
Gemmadi 2, 1715. 


Lzrrex LXXXVII. 
Usbek zo Ibben, ar Smirna. 


1 deſire of Glory differs in 
no reſpect from that inſtinct 
which all Creatures have for their 
own preſervation. We ſeem to ex- 
tend our Being when we can gain 
it a place in the memory of other 
men: 
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men; it is a ſort of a new lite got, 
which is no leſs dear to us than 
that we received from Heaven. 

But as all Men are not equal) 
fond of Life, ſo neither are they 
equally tenüble to the impreſſiom 
of Glory. That noble Paſſion ; 
indeed ſtampt upon all our hearts; 
but imagination and - education 


| mould it a thouſand various ways. 
6 | This difference which is oblervas 


ws od FA. 
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| 0 ble between Man and Man, is yet 
N more ſo between Nation and Nx 
| 1 1 tion. | : rigs. . 
1 | It may be laid down as a maxim, 
110 that in every State the deſire of 
1 | . 
Ml Glory encreaſes and decays with the 
104 Liberty of the Subject: Glory i 
. never the companion of Slavery. 
WF A Man of good ſenſe ſaid to me 
| an | t'other day: We are in many re- 
1 ſpects much more free in. Fram 
N | || in Perf6a.; and accordingly we 
N are much fonder of - Glory. Th 
AM happy Deluſon makes a Frenchemas 
1. 2 
o 4 perform with pleaſure and -relidly 
110 what your Sultan obtains from - his 
N 
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Slaves only by ſetting vternally in | 
their view ew Rewards and Puniſh+ 


ments. 


Ily Therefore us che Prince | 
e is jealous for the dur of the 4 

Wu BW meaneſt of his ſubjects. There arte 4 

I 


the — ſolemn Tribunals for main- = 
_—_ it is the Sacred Trea- | 
ſure of the Nation, and the only ene 
which the King is not Lord of; for 

he could not bè ſo without running 
Counter to his on intereſt. So chat 
if a Subject finds himſeif touch'd 
in his honour even by his Prince, 


m, either by an unjuſt Preference, or 
of W the leaſt mark of Contempt; he im- t { | 
the mediatefy leaves his Court and his | 


' 
Kt 
Service; n f | 
Eſtate. He 
The differctice tegen the French 
Troops and yours'ts, chat the one 
being com of none but Slaves 
naturally Cowards, can get over the 
Fear of death only by the” terror of 
greater Torments; Iich 
in the Soul a new kind of horror 
which makes it in manner Rapid: 


whereas 


SEPSESSTR 


delight, and baniſh fear by a ſatis 


a noble Action, thought himſelf fuk 
it ſelf. He could not ſee one of hi 
ward ſatisfaction of knowing him 


{elf his benefactor: he reckoned the 
number of his ſervices by that dl 


— — EU — Sr 
* 


to another man; but it is ſomewha 


— 


— — — 
— > 
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whereas the others face danger with 
v4 
faction which is above it. 
But the Sanctuary of Honour 
Reputation and . Virtue ſeems to he 
placed in Republics, and in tho 
States where a man mat with ſafety 
pronounce the word, his Country 
At Rome, Athens and Sparta, hos 
nour was the only reward for tht 
moſt ſignal ſervices. A crown of 
Oak-leaves or Laurel; a Statue 
an Inſcription, was an immenſe re 
turn for a Battel won or a Cityts 


ken. | | 
There a Man that had per forme 


ficiently recompenſed in the actioiſ 


Countrymen, without feeling the in 


his Fellow- citizens. Any man i 
capable of doing a piece of ſervict 


Divine to contribute to the happi 


neſs of a whole Society. - 
| ut 


But muſt not this noble emulati- 


ff your Per/ians, among whom em- 
Wutation and Virtue are there look- 


Prince's favour, with which alone 
Whey ſpring up and die. One that 


iſhonoured eternally to-morrow : 


d he has no other Praife to aim 


W200. 


Paris, the 15th of the Moon 
Gemmadi 2, 1715, 
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n be entirely extinct in the heart 


loyments and dignities flow only, 
Wrom the Monarch's caprice? Re- 


d upon to be mere imaginary no- 
ions, unleſs attended with the 
as the public Eſteem wholly of 
is ſide, is not ſure of not being 
ne day beholds him General of an 
rmy ; the next perhaps the Ty- 
znt debaſes him into his Cook; 


but chat of diſhing up a nice 


pi vor. ll, 0 Lux. 


\ 
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LETTER LXXXVIIL 1 
Usbek to the ſame, at Smirnalif 


4 
ROM this general Paſlioaliiif 
- which the French Nation han 
or Glo „there has ung up i 
the — 7 of the — = tin | 
which I know not what to mak 
of, called the point of hondu- 
it is properly che character of 
very profeſſion; but it is more pr 


vailing among the Soldiers z an | 
there it is the point of '/hombar bl; 
way of excellence. It would Wl: 
very hard to: make thee cone: 
what it is; for we have no 
ideas of it. 5 1 


Formerly the Frenth, and ef 
cially the Nobility, followed” m 
other Laws but thoſe of this poll 
of honqur. Theſe regulated tit 
whole conduct of their lives; a 
they were ſo ſtrict, that it was 


penalty worſe than death, not onl 
Cay | \. «4 1 oY 
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) infringe, but even to evade, the 
aſt tittle of them... 

W hen any. difference happened, 
ey preſcribed only, one, way of 
:cifion, namely the Duel, which 
t off all difficulties. - But the 
orſt part of the ſtory is, that yery 
fren the tryal was made between 
ore parties than were really con- 
rned in the affair. 4A 
Let a Man have ever ſo little ac- 
aintance with another, he Was 
pund to take part in the diſpute, 
d venture his carkaſs as much, as 
he were himſelf in Wrath, He 
ways thought himſelf Pag 
th ſo. kind a choice, and ſo di- 
nguiſhing, a preference : and One 
at would not 5 given a man feu 
ſtoles to ſave him and his Whole 
ily from the Gallows, woulc 
ake no ſcruple to run the riſque 
his Life for him a thouſand 
es. 


a ay This way of tryal was ill con- 


was ved enough: for becauſe one 
an is ſtronger or more dextrous 


92 than 


— —— 
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moſt cruel puniſhments upon hu 


from the Society of Men; ſo 
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than another, it does not followli 


that he has the better cauſe, 
Therefore the Kings have for 
bidden it upon very Aa penal 
ties: hut in vain; Honour, whid 
will always have dominion, rebel 
and owns no 'Laws. : 
So that the French are in a ſta 
of great violence : for on one han 
the Laws of Honour oblige a my 
to revenge himſelf if he is affronte 
and on the other, Juſtice inflicts i 


for doing ſo. If you follow wu 
Laws of Honour, you loſe yal 

head upon a ſcaffold - 9 hol 
Juſtice, you are driven out for en 


! 


you have only the unhappy cha 
either of Dying or being unwort 
to Live. | 5 


- 


Paris, 18th of the Moon . 
Gemmadi 2, 1718. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

Usbek 70 Rhedi, ar Venice. 

HE Monarch that has reigned 


ſo long is no more *. He 
ade millions talk of him while 
e lived; at his death every body 
vas ſilent. Firm and couragious in 
is laſt moments, he ſeemed to 
ield to nothing but Deſtiny. Thus 
ved the great Cha- Abas after ha- 

ing filled the whole carth with 
is fame. Ct e t 
Do not imagine that this great 
vent put men here only upon mak; 
moral reflections. Every one 
degan to think of his own affairs, 


hange. The King, Great Grand- 
on to the deceaſed Monarch, be- 
ng but five years old; a Prince, 
is Uncle, is declared Regent of 
he Kingdom. 


thi. — — . 


* He died the Firſt of September, 1715. 


i 
| 


nd to take all ——— upon this 


2 The 


— — 
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The late King made a Will 
which limited the Regent's Autholf 
rity. - This wife Prince went il 
the Parliament, and there, layin 
open all the Prerogatives of hl 
Birth, got them to annul the reg 
lations of the late Monarch, whi 
ſeemed deſirous of out-living hin 
ſelf, and of reigning even after hl 
death. , £1 +4. 2 
The Parliaments are like the 
Ruins which we trample” und 
foot, but which yet recal the m 
mory of ſome Temple famous i 
the ancient Religion of the Nai 
ons. They ſeldom meddle now i 
any thing more than the diſpenſt 
tion of Juſtice; and their Aut hom 
will droop every day more ail 
more, unleſs ſome unforeſeen acc 
dent ſhould reſtore it once more ti 
life and ſtrength. Theſe great B 
dies have had the common fate 
all human things: they have ſub 
mitted to Time, which deſtro 
every thing; to the corruption 
manners, which has weakened 6 

vel 
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very thing z to the Supream Pow- 
-r, which has overthrown: every 
ching. 

Bat the Regent, to make him- 
elf acceptable to the People, ſeem- 
ed at firſt to pay a regard to this 
image of the public Liberty ; and 
as if he intended to raiſe, from 7 
both the Temple and the Idol, he 
ſeemed to reſpect it as the ſupport 


cho of the Monarchy, and the founda-- 
mae on of all laweful nnn - 
18 1 Paris, 4th f = Moon 

_  Regeb, 1715, 
Nat 
COD eo ¶ — 
en: Wo | a ths 
orit LsT TE XC. | 


sbek to. bis Brother Sa nton,. 


acck 
wm the Monaſtery of Casbin. 
Bot 

re/0 Humble my ſelf before thee, a 
ſüb cred Santon, and throw m 4 


i proſtrate on the earth: Lreſ 
m0 0 of thy footſteps as the * 


m eye. Thy 9 is fo great 
ves that 
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that thou ſeemeſt to have the hen 
of our Holy Prophet: thy Auſterj 
ties amaze even Heaven it ſelf: the 
Angels have beheld thee from th 
Pinacle of Glory, and have crie( 
out : How is it PER he can bl 
yet on Earth, when his Spirit i 
ere with us flying about thi 
Throne which is ſupported upoilf 
the Clouds 1 
How then ſhou'd I refrain fro 
Paying thee the higheſt reverency 
who have learnt from our Dodo 
that even the Infidel Derviſes han 
a mark of Holineſs which ought 1 
make them venerable to true Be 
lievers; and that God has choſa 
to himſelf out of all the corners d 
the earth, ſome Souls more purt 
than others, which he has ſeparat 
ed from the impious world, to the 
intent that their fervent - prayet 
and mortifications may Arreſt hi 
indignation juſt ready to fall upd 
ſo many rebellious Nations! 
Theſe Chriſtians tell wonders of 
their firſt Santons, who cy b 
| | thoul; 
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ror and Falſhood, appear to us yer 
moment to lead us out of the right 
path, and attack, us in our very Fay 
and Hair-cloths; that is even i 
our greateſt Strength. | 

As for me, moſt venerable Saum 
I know that, the Meſſenger of God 
has chained Satan and. caſt hin 
into the Abyſs ;, he hath purified 
the Earth once over-run with hy 
goers and made it an Abgds it 
or Angels and Prophets. 


Paris, the 9th, of. the Moon \ 
Chahban, 17 15. | 


LEXTER XNCE 
Usbek ta Rhedi, at Venice, 


1 Never heard any man tax of 
the Law of Nations,, hut lM 
began, with enquiring carefully 
what was the Origin of Society; 
which I think ridiculous, If indeed 
men formed no Societies; if they 
| ay gided 


| 
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but it ſelf, does not produce more 
monſters, than this baſe Art which 
ſtrives to make juſtice bend, tho 
r ee OTRIRN 
One wou'd imagine, Rhedi, there 
were two different ſorts of Juſtice; 
one to regulate the affairs of pri- 
vate perſons, which reigns in the 
Civil Law: the other to compoſe 
the differences that ariſe between 
People and People ; which plays the 

rant in the Law of Nations: 
if the Law of Nations were not 
an Eternal Civil Law, not indeed 
of a particular Country, but of the 
World. rh 

I ſhall be more particular with 
thee upon this head in another Lets 


Paris, ff of the Moon 
Zilhage, 1716. 


as — — — 
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Leer r E M XCII. 52 
Usbek to the ſame. TY 


ere ee 

de: T HE Magiſtrate ought to do 

ori Juſtice between Citizen and 

the Citizen: every Nation ought to do ä 


the ſame between themſelves and 
another Nation. This ſecond di- 
ſtribution of Juſtice requires no 
1 but what are uſed in the 
rſt. 

Between Nation and Nation 
there is ſeldom any want of a Third 
to be Umpire; becauſe the grounds 
of diſpute are almoſt always clear 
and eaſy to be determined. The 
intereſts of two Nations are gene- 
Wally ſo far ſeparated, that it re- 
Nuires nothing but a true Lover of 
Wuſtice to find it out: there is no 
Wear of prevention in ones own 
pauſe... HT 

It is not the ſame with regard to 
he differences. that ariſe between 
private perſons, As they live in 
Society, 


ET. 
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Society, their intereſts are ſo ming- 
led and confounded, and there arc 
ſo many different ſorts of them, 
that it is neceſſary for a Third Per- 
fon to untangle what the covetouſ- 
neſs of the parties ſtrives to tie 
rie 5 24 15s u 
Fhere are but two forts of quſti 
fable Wars: that which we enter 
into for the repelling an Enemy 
that attacks us; and that Which we 
undertake in defence of an Ally 
that is attacked. | 
Fhere wou'd be no equity in maak- 
ing war upon aPrince's private Quer 
rel; unleſs the Crime were of the 
heinous nature as to deſerve the 
death of the Prince or People that 
committed it. Thus, a Prine 
fhrou'd not make war, for being 
nied ſome Honour which was li 
right, or for any: diſreſpect 10 l 
Ambaſtadors, orrthie hke trifles : 
more than a private man oughi 
kill one that refuſes him the will 
The reaſon is; that as a Declaration 
of War is an act of 9 
6451302 th: 
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the puniſhment ſhow'd always bear 
proportion to the fault; we thou'd 
conſider, whether the. perſon we 
declare war againft, is worthy of 
Death. For to make war upon an 
One, is to ſeek to puniſh him wit 
death. ” 2h 
The molt. ſevere Act of Juſtice 
in the Law of Nations is War; 
its end being the deſtruction of So- 
ciety. 8 
Repriſals are of the ſecond de- 
ree. To proportion the penalty 
the crime is a method which no 
T ribunal cou'd ever help obſerv- 


7. third Act of Juſtiee is to des 
prive a Prince of the advantages he 
Wrcaps from our commerce, tilt 
Wncaluring the puniſhment by the 
offence. 1 et Tan J 
The fourth Ac of Juſtice, which 
ought to be the moſt frequent, is 
a renunciation of the: alliange of the 
People againſt, whom we have cauſe 
di complaint. This penalty is an- 


ſwerable 
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an Alliance made between two Nx 


8 


ful, and may honourably be broke. 


Rupees 
* 
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ſwerable to that of Baniſhment in 
common Tribunals, which cuts of 
the Criminal from Society. S0. 
Prince whoſe Alliance we renounce, 
1s thereby cut off from our Society, 
and is no longer one of our Mem- 
bers. 
There can be no greater affront 
done to a Prince than to renounce hi 
Alliance, and no greater honout 
than to court it. There is no- 
thing among Men more glorious not 
more oſeful” than to have Othen 
concerned and watchful for their 
Preſervation. | "owl 
But in order to make an Alliance 
Binding, it muſt be Juſt : ſo that 


tions to oppreſs a third, is not law 


Neither does it become the dig 
nity and reputation of a Prince to 
enter into an alliance with a Ty 
rant. We read, that a certain A 

tian King ſent to reprehend the 

ing of Samos for his cruelty and 
| ryranny, 


* 


Perſian Letters. ' 75 
tyranny, calling upon him to a- 


of mend: and upon his not doing it, 
0 he gave him to know that he ab- 
ce, i jured his friendſhip and alliance. 
ety, The _— of Conqueſt is no 
em; Right at all. A Society can never 

be 5 upon any how but the 
= free conſent of all the Members : 
> his 


if it is deſtroyed by Conqueſt, the 
People are thereby freed Gert their 


no-WF old engagements : it does not make 

nora new Society; and if the Conqueror 

hen goes about to do it, he acts the Ty- 
rant. 


As to Treaties of peace, they are 


ance never lawful when they ordain a 
that eſſion or reparation more conſide- 
Na. able than the Damage done: this 
lay: s mere —— and may at an 
oke time be lawfully ſet aſide : un 
dig in order to recover what we have 
e ost, we are obliged to have recourſe. 
Ty ſuch violent methods as will 
r AM ccate miſchiefs greater than the 
 theWdvantage ſought after. 

ae This, my dear Rbedi, is what I 


_ the Law of Nations, which 
may 
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may be called more. Properly: 1 ö 
Lay of Reaſon. „ hw"; 


Paris, the eh of he Moon 
Zilhags,, 1716, 


Ul 


1 TT EA XCIII. 


Te Chief Eunuch 70 Usbelfi 
44 Paris. 


HERE are 408 here a grel 
many yellow women out of 
Ki + of Viſapuur I han | 
bought one for thy brother cheGy | 

vernour of Magenderans de about 


a month ago ſent me his ſublia | 
Commands and. a kundred 1 
Mans. 


I haye the more ien wont 
becauſe they do nat ſurprize 
and my eyes are not diſturbed 
the motions of my heart. 

I never ſaw ſo regular all 
compleat a — — ſparkling 
wa enliven her whole n N 4 

eights 


. 
+ 


- 
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heighten the heguty of a complecti- 
on that may ſhame. all the -harms 
of Circaſſia. _ 


The chief Eunuch of a Kern 
of {pahan wou'd have purchaſed 
— cr from me: but ſhe diſdainfully 
| ſnun'd his Gght, and ſeemed to 
court mine; as tho? ſhe wou'd have 
me underſtand that a vile Merchant 
vas not wort 1 her, and that 
he was deſtin'd for a more illuſtri- 
eus Husband. 


I confeſs to thee I am raviſhed 
with a ſecret delight when I think 
bur the charms of this lovely crea- 
ire. I fancy I ſee; her entring in- 


Wo thy Brother's, Seraglio: I pleaſe 
bluWoy (c1f with imagining - the  ſur- 
rie of all his women: the impe- 
oous vexation of ſome; the ſilent 
Not more mournful affliction of o- 
4 hers; the malicious pleaſure of 
F hoſe. who.) have, no further hopes z 
wy d the enraged ambition of choſe 
1 ho have hopes ſtill. 
Lam travelling from one end of 


Kinga ta tother to chan 


94 


„„ an 
9 
ighie 


— — = _ 


what paſſions ſhall I provoke! what 


ring! 


quility : great revolutions ſhall bt 


their vexation ſhall be kept in, and 


duty for us, and open our I it 
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the face of the whole Seraglio: 


fears, what troubles. am I preps 


But yet all this inward Uneafinel 
ſhall not break the outward tran 


hid in the bottom of the heart 


their joys reſtrained: their obeds 
ence ſhall be no leſs exact nor the 
Rules leſs ſevere : outward Mildnel 
and Content ſhall ſhew its ſelf eye 
in inward Rage and Deſpair. 

Me obſerve that the more wo 
men we have in charge, the lei 
trouble they give us. A greater m 
ceſſity of pleaſing; leſs convent 
ence for cabdllin 3 more example 
of ſubmiſſion : all this ſtrengthen 
their chains: one is a conſtant watcl 
upon the proceedings of. another! 
they ſeem to labour in conjundil 
with us to make themſelves moſt 
dependent: they do almoſt half ol 


uded 


we are in danger of being de 1 
1 
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In ſhort, they are eternally ſtirring 
ip their Maſter againſt their Ri- 
als, not ſeeing that it is their own 
urn to be puniſhed next. 
But all this, Magnificent Lord 
all this is nothing without the Ma 


be ith that vain fantom of authority 

ue nich we have, for it is impoſſibl 

ah o communicate the whole? W 
þ 


hy ſelf : we can ſhew them no- 
hing but an odious ſeverity. Thou 
ingleſt fear with hope; more ab- 


ou threateneſt. 18 
Return then, Mighty Lord, re- 
urn to theſe Manſions, and ſhew 


ch marks of thy Sovereignty. 
dag Come and give caſe to paſſions almoſt 
"” grown deſperate : come and remove 
ao! excuſe for going aſtray : come 
5 and quiet Love, Who begins to 
daun murmur; and make Duty it ſelf a- 
Fd greeable: come, laſtly, and relieve 


Why faichful Eunuchs from a bur» 
1 -+3+.--" 2200 


ſter's preſence. What can we dd 
but faintly repreſent one half of : 


olute when thou careſſeſt than when 
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den which grows every day Heibi 
and heavier. N 


Fro the Seraglts af" Latin 10 W 
of the Moon Zilhape, 1716. 


_ 9 
e * 


LTT ER XCIV. 1 


Usbek 70 Haſſein Dervi/e of i 
the Mountain of Jaron.. 


_ — 


i 'FH O U, moſt knowing Det. 

viſe, - whoſe curious mind if 
reſplendent with ſo many parts 4 

N heitken to What Fang 
ing to ſay to thee. 

There are Philoſophers here wich 
indeed have not attained to the 
ſummit of the Oriental Wiſdom! 
they have never been 1 up to 
the Throne of Light: t ey have 
neither heard the meffable words 
reſounding from Conſorts of An. 
gels z nor felt the raptures of f 

ine Fury: but left to — 

deprived 


wo C7 frog — 


Nr 
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eprived' of holy” als, they" Follow 
ſilence che footlteps o buman 
eaſfon: © * 

Thou carpſt not Magee bers 
xr this Guide has led them. They 
ave dived into Chaos, and by a 


er of the Divine Arehitecture. 
e Author of Nature gave me- 
on to Matter: there required no 
ore to produce this miraculeus 
aricty of Effects which Wee 
the Univerſe: 

Let common Le ning ro aſe 
Nas for the reg gilarors p 
Focieties';' Lavoe (uj6@t& Hh&HE 
the minds of toſe WhO contrice 
em, and of the Nations that 6- 

y them: theſe Men kalk ol en 
t Laws, general, immütable, e 
Trial 3 w whiel Are obfervd Wirhoult 


p to Y the leaſt exception, with inſi- 
naehe order, regularity and reatlines, 
or WS the immefile Expanſe. 

At. And what doſt thou think, 0 
of lan Divine, that theſe Laws are ? 
hou perhaps imagineſt that enter- 
ive i 


Ing 


ain mechaniſm unfolded the or- 


. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
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3 into the Councils of the Etes 
thou ſhalt be ſtruck with 
mazement at the ſublimity of de 
Myſteries, thou deſpaireſt befor 
hand of Conceiving: thou expeſie ö 
on! to Admire. 
5 thou wilt ſoon be undeceii 
do not dazzle. us with 
rl 1 "a their Spine 
made them long miſunderſtood 
and 'twas not till after ftudioy 
reflections that their fruitfulnel 
and extenſiveneſs came to be founi 
„ 
The firſt Lia: is, that all Be 
dies tend in right lines, unleſs the 
meet with ſome obſtacle that tum 
them out of their way: and-th 
ſecond, which is but the reſult d 
the former, is, that all Bodies whicl 
turn round a Centre, ſeek to fly froit 
it, becauſe the further. it is from 
that Center the more the lin 
which it moves in approaches toi 
right Line. 


16 
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te Here, ſublime Derviſe, is the Key 
Nature. Here are fruitful Prin- 
ples from which they draw con- 
or quences beyond all imagination, as 
del will ſhew thee in a particular 
| etter. 

ei The knowledge of five or ſix 
h ruchs has filled their Philoſophy 
ith wonders, and has enabled them 
oo perform more ſtupendous mi- 
cles than are related of our Holy 
ophets. | 
dun For in ſhort, T am ſatisfied there 
none of our Doctors but would 
ve been ſtrangely puzzled, if he 
d been required to weigh in a 
lance all the Air which ſurrounds 
Earth; or to meaſure all the 
ter which falls in a year upon its 
hie face; or that would have known 
at to anſwer; if he had been ask- 
fron how many leagnes Sound travels 
' an hour, or what time a Ray 
toi Light takes in its paſſage from 
dun to Us? How many fathom 
is from hence to Saturn? What 
rve a Ship mult be cut into, to 
Ver. II. E be 
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be the beſt ſailer that can poſſiiiſ 
be made? 
Perhaps if ſome. Divine man hu 
embelliſhed the works of. theſe P 
loſophers with lofty and ſubling 
expreſſions z if he had filled the 
with bold figures and mylſteriou 
Allegories; he would have confi 
oſed a Work inferior to nothing 
— the Holy Alcoran. 
Vet if I may venture to tell tha 
my real thoughts; I am not to 
of the figurative ſtyle. There il 
in our Alcoran a vaſt number ol 
puerile things, which ſtill app 
to me to be what they are, nv 
withſtanding they are heighten 
by the force and energy of the 
guage : at firſt. it ſeems as it 1 
Inſpired Books are nothing but tl 
divine ideas expreſſed in hum 
language: on the contrary, in a 
ſacred Writings, we find the lay 
guage of God, and the ideas of 
en; as if out of an admiral F h 
Caprice, God had dictated e 
words, and Man found the thou N 
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S Thou wilt ſay, perhaps, I ſpeak 
Wo freely of what is ſo Holy a- 
ong us: thou wilt take it to be 
ze effect of the licentiouſneſs to- 
ated in this Country. No, thanks 
> to Heaven, my Mind has not 
rrrupted my Heart; and as long as 
olive, Haly ſhall be my Prophet. 


Wris, the 15th of the Moon 
WChahban, 1716, 


er of LEX TER XCV. 
1 Usbek to Ibben, at Smirna. 


HERE is not in the world a 
if Country where Fortune is ſo 
it thiFconftant as in this. There happen 
un ery ten years revolutions which 
in unge the rich man into beggary, 


e d cxalt the poor man with rapid 
en ings to the heighth of riches. 
ü he one is amazed at his poverty; 
d e other, at his wealth. The new 
Ich Man admires the Wiſdom of 
Tuc; E 2 Provi- 
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Providence; the poor Man, | the 
blind caprice of Deſtiny. . 
Thoſe that collect the 'Tributelf 
ſwim in the midit of Treaſure 
there are very fe- Zantaluſſes amoi 
them: yet they come into this en 
ployment from the loweſt wre th 
edneſs: they are deſpiſed like tw 
dirt while they are poor; we 
they are rich they are eſteemed wal 
enough: and they tick at nothin 
to obtain this eſteem. | - 
They are at preſent in term 
circumſtances. There is a Co 
juſt eſtabliſhed called The Chain 
of Juſtice, becauſe it is to ſtrip thei 
of their ill-gotten Eſtates. I 
can neither transfer nor | concal 
their wealth; for they are oblige 
to make an exact confeſſion > |: 
upon pain of death: ſo that th 
are forced to paſs a very nat 
ſtrait, I mean between their li 
and their money. To height 
their good fortune, there is a M 
niſter well known for his Wit ll; 
honours them with his raillery, ll 


— 
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W: pleaſant upon all the deliberations 
e the Council. We very ſeldom 
Wear of a Miniſter of State inclined 
make the People at all merry; 
ad wc ought to own our obliga- 
Wons to this, for undertaking it. 
The Body of Footmen is of more 
onour in France than any where 
ſe; it is a Seminary of Great 
len; it fills up the vacancies that 
Wappen in all the other States. The 
embers of it preſently take the 
aces of all Miniſters that prove 
" MWfortunate, all Magiſtrates that 
Fc ruined, or Gentlemen that drop- 
War : and when they are not 
Wiicicnt to fill them in their own 
ne rcons, they lift up great Families 
means of their Bade who 
e like a fort of Dung, which fat- 
Lands that are otherwiſe ſtony 
"8d dry. | 
IR My dear 74ben, I am never weaty 
\ W admiring Providence in her me- 
a of diſtributing Riches : if ſhe 
tu granted them only to good 


„en, they would not have been 
E z ſuffig 
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fufficiently diſtinguiſhed from Vl 
tue it ſelf, and we ſhould never hull 
known the vilenefs of them. 
when we examine what ſort Wl 
people are moſt loaded with then 
y deſpiſing the Rich, we at leni 
ome to have a contempt for Nich 


Paris, 26th of the Moon 
Maharram, 1717. 


= 


LETTER XCVI. 
Rica to Rhedi, 4# Venice 


HE ſtrange changes of Fa; 
among the French areſurpriu 
They have forgot how = drel 
laſt Summer; they know lels ll 
they ſhall dreſs next Winter: wn 
above all it is impoflible to concen 
how much it coſts a Husband ln 
keep his Wife in faſhion. 
What would it ſignify to of 
thee an exact deſcription of til 
Habit and Ornaments ? A new 


ſhi 
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ion would ſpoyl my account, as 
does their cloaths; and before 
hou hadſt received my Letter, all 
Would be altered. 
A woman that leaves Paris to 
end fix months in the Country, 
omes home as antiquated as if ſhe 
ad been there thirty years. The 
Son does not know the picture 
f his own Mother, ſo ſtrange the 
Wrels ſhe was drawn in is now 
rown : he takes it to be the picture 
If ſome American, or only a gro- 
que crotchet of the Printer's. 
W Sometimes the Head-dreſs riſes 
y degrees to a vaſt heighth, and 
en a ſudden revolution takes it 
own again as faſt : there was a 
ime when its immenſe loftineſs left 
e face of a woman in the middle 
f her body. At another time, the 
ect were got thither : the Heels 
Were a ſort of pedeſtals that raiſed 
he women into the air. Who will 
elieve it? the Architects are often 
rrced to raiſe, lower and widen 
e doors as the women's dreſs ei- 
E 4 ther 
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ther ſhrinks or enlarges it ſelf; ani 
the rules of their Art are W 
ſubject to their fancies : ſometim 
you ſhall ſee, a prodigious;quantin 
of patches. upon theit faces; ul 
next day they all diſappear again 
Formerly the Women had ſhapd 
and teeth : now they don't nol 
them. In this changeable Natig 
let the Critic ſay what he will, f 
Daughter is formed differently frog 
the Mother. 
It is the ſame with their Me 
ners and way of living, as wit 
their Faſhions : The French chang 
their cuſtoms with the age of tha 
DE: I know not but their M 
narch might even make this yen 
"age grave, if he went about n 
he Prince communicates his ch 
rafter to the Court, the Court id 
the City, the City to the Do 
The King's Soul is a mould Which 
gives ſhape to all the reſt. 


ES "oa ow ä 


Paris, 275 of the Moon 
1 1717. 
Lt 


= 5 


Perſian Lotter. gÞ 


LETTER XCVII. 
Rica to the ſame. 


Wrote to thee t'other day about 
© the prodigious inconſtancy of 
Je French in their faſhions : Yet it 
inconceivable to what a degree 
y are fond of them; they are 
> rules by which they judge of 
ery thing done by other Nations: 
ty call every thing to this ſtan- 
rd: every thing foreign appears 
them ridiculous. I confeſs to 
& L cannot make this madneſs 
their Cuſtoms agree at all with 
inconſtancy with which they 
age them almoft daily. 
When I tell thee that they de- 
every thing Foreign, I ſpeax 
gy of Trifles: For in things of 


e ad es. tows 


themſelyes, even to their own” 
Wening. They ſeem very ready 
own that other Nations are wiſer; - 
dyided they are but allowed to 
E 7 be- 


yy 


ſequence, they appear diffident 
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be imported to them from Abroulf 


| . both their Political and Gf 


rope ſhould have been governed i 


be the 2 Re. THF are wil 
lin to f mielwes to th 8 
Laws of 4 Rival People, if f . 
French Perruke- makers may but I 
the Legiſlators as to the ſhape 
foreign perrukes. Nothing appail 

to them ſo glorious, as to ſee th 
Cooks govern from North il. 
South; and the Decrees of thallf 
Tirewomen obſerved in all the Tl 
lettes in Europe. | | 
With theſe. noble adyantall 
what ſigniſies it if their good (af 


and it they do borrow from tha 
Neighbours every thing that call 


Government. | 
5 Who would think that the nd ; | 
ancient and potent Kingdom in li 


above ten: Ages by Laws not 
culated for them? Had the Frm 
been conquered, it had been natur 
enough: But they are the Cong ice 
EOLS.. ne 


Tl 


They have deſerted the old Law 
ide by their firſt Kings in the ge- 
era ſſemblies of the Nation: 
d what is moſt ſingular, the Ro- 
„% Laws which they have adopt- 
in their room, were partly 
e and partly collected by Em- 
rors who were contemporary with 
Weir own Legiſlators. | 
And to make their theft com- 
eat, and that they. might get all. 
eir Good ſenſe at other peoples. 
t; they have naturalized all the 
onſtitutions of Popes ; and theres 
made a new part of their Law ;. 
ew kind of flavery. | 
It is true, of latter days they have 
Wduced into writing ſome ſtatutes 
"= Cicies and Provinces ;- but they- 
Wc almoſt every one borrowed from: 
e Roman Law. : * 
This multitude of adopted and 
turalized Laws is ſo great, that: 
almoſt equally. oppreſſes both Ju- 
ce and the Judge. Bur theſe Vo- 
mes of Laws are nothing in com- 
pariſon 


ql 


> 
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| ariſon of that dreadful Army d 
Gloſlers, Commentators, | Compi 

lers : people as weak in chough 
as ſtrong in numbers. 5 
This is not all. Theſe foreig 
Laws have introduced formaliti 
which are a ſcandal to human Ra 
ſon. It wou'd be a difficult que 
ſtion to reſolve, whether Formal 
did moſt miſchief by creeping in 
Law or into Phyfic : whether fh 
has committed moſt devaſtation u 
der the Lawyer's Gown, or und: 
the Phyſician's broad-brim'd hat; 
and whether ſhe has ruined mon 
people in the one, than ſhe has ki 
led in the other. 


- 


Paris, 12th of the Moon 
Saphar, 1717. 
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LETTER XCVIII. 
1 919999 2101 
Usbek too 


FH E Y talk of nothing here but 
the Conſtitution. I went t' other 
day into a Houfe, where the firſt 
man I caſt my Eyes upon was a 
great fat man with a ruddy counte- 
nance, that was ſaying with a loud 
Voice: I have. publiſhed my Man- 
date: I ſha'n't trouble my ſelf to 
anſwer all your objections: but read 
that ſame Mandate of mine; there 
you will find I have. reſolved all 
your ſcruples. I am ſure I was 
forced to. ſweat hard to make it, 
ſays he, wiping his forehead : I 
had occaſion for all my Learning, 
and was forced to read many a. La-- 
tin Author. I believe, ſo, ſaid one 
that ſtood by, for 'tis a curious 
piece; and I defy. the Jefuit that 
comes to fee you-{o often, to write. 

a better. Well read it then, re- 
plied he, and you will be let more 
into 


— ome 
__ — - 
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Judges. And how came you to bei 
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into theſe matters in a quarter of 
an hour, than if I were to talk to 
you two hours together. Thus he 
tried to avoid entering into Con- 
verſation, and expoſing his ſuffici- 
ency. But finding himſelf cloſe 

preſſed, he was forced to come out 
of his intrenchments; and he be 
gan to lay down Theologically 4 
good handſome number o — 
tinences, whickf were all backed by. 
Derviſe who ſtood up ſtiffly for & 
very one of them. When two men 
that were there denied: him any 
renee he preſently cried out, 
Jay, but it is certain; we have 
ad 


judged it, and we are infallible 


infallible Judges, ſaid 1? Do not you 
perceive,. ſaid he, that the holy 
Ghoſt enlightens us! "Tis. very 
lucky that it is fo, anſwered Iz; for 
if you always talk as you have done 
all this day, I am ſure. you hawl 
need enough of Light. | 
Paris, 187% of the Moon * 

\ Reblab. 1, 1717. 3 

| is Lew 
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Usbek to Ibben, at Smirna. 


HE oft potent States i 
Europe, ares the Empire, 
Trance, Spain, _ England. Italy 
and good part of Germany are di- 
vided into a 1 number of pave 
States whoſe Princes are, pro 

ly ſpeaking, the Martyrs of 80 
* en Our glorious Sultan; 
have more Wives, than moſt: of 
thoſe petty Princes have Subjects. 
Thoſe of J7taly, who are not fo 
united as thoſe of Germany, are 
more to 8 itied: their Dominions 
are open like ſo many Caravanſe- pb. 
Trails, — * are obliged to 7 
| lodge their firſt comers: they are * 
cherefôre under a neceſſity of ad- 4 
hering to ſome great Prince, and: 
Jeiving him a ſhare rather of their 
Fears than their Friendſhip. 1 
Moſt of the Governments in 

Europe are Monarchie; or rather, 

called ſo: for I know not whether. 
there 


BY A err 


ſo near to the condition of his Sub- 


98 Perfiatt Lowers? 
there were ever any ſuch in reality: 
at leaſt it is impoſhble they fhou d 
ſubſiſt long: it is a ſtate of violence, 
and always falls into a Deſpotici 
Government or into a Republic: 
The Power can never be equally di⸗ 
vided between the Prince and the 
People: the equilibrium is too diff: 
cult to preſerve: the Power muſt 
diminiſh on one fide, while it en- 
creaſes on the _ : bur the 1 
vantage generally happens on the 
ſide of oh — 5 1: is at the 
head of the Armies. i 
And accordingly the Power of 
the European Kings is very great, 
and one may venture to ſay, as great 
as they pleaſe to make it: but they; 
do not ſtretch it ſo far as ol 


1 


Sultans: firſt, becauſe they woud 


not ſhock the Manners and Rel. 
3 of their Subjects. Second 
ecauſe it is not their intereſt to 
carry it ſo far. | = | 
Nothing brings down a Prince” 


| power 


> 
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. power over them: nothing expo- 
| ies them ſo much to the turns and 
Wcaprices of fortune 
= Thc cuſtom they uſe of cauſing 
Wl! that offend them to be put to 
Wicath upon the leaſt ſignal, oyer- 
Fhrows the proportion which ought . 


. Wo be kept between the Faults and the 
4 WP uniſhmenis, which is in a manner 
„.be Soul of a State, and the Har- 
„ WW20ny of an Empire? and this pro- 
he Portion being ſcrupulouſly obſerved 


y the Chriſtian Princes, gives them 
n infinite advantage above our 
ultans. b A 
A Pe:r/an who either by impru- 
Wence or misfortune, has drawn up- 
n himſelf the diſpleaſure of his 
Prince, is ſure of death: the leaſt 
Hult or the leaſt caprice brings him 
Ito this caſe. But if he had at- 
Wenmpted the life of his Sovereign; 
Wi he had gone about to betray his 
Wrong Towns to the Enemy; he 
Fou'd ſtill but loſe his life: there- 
Wore he runs no greater riſque in 
us laſt caſe than in the firſt. 8 Pp 


againſt his Sovereign; this beigp 


ing diſgraced, but the good- wii 


' retire from Court, and think of 


our Princes poſſeſs, they did nd 


their lives, they wou'd none @ 
them live a day; and if they 0 
not 


too Perſian Letters. 


So that upon the leaſt 'difpleu 
fare finding death unayoidable, aui 
having nothing worſe to fear; 
is naturally inclined to diſturb ti 
peace of the State, and to conſpini 


the only refuge he has left. . 

It is not ſo with the Great Meal 
in Europe, who loſe nothing by bell 
and fayour of their Prince: th 


ns 8 


nothing but enjoying a quiet 
and = —— x4 al chair birth 
As they ſeldom forfeit their bw 
but for High-Treaſon, they avi 
fearful of being drawn into it, c 
fidering how much, they have 
lofe, and how little to gain: hid 
is the reaſon. that here we ſel dog 
ſee Rebellions, or Kings deſtro 
by violent deaths. _ 

If in the unlimited Authort 


uſe ſo many precautions to 


' Perſian Letrers. or 
Wnot keep in pay an infinite num- 
ver of troops to tyrannize over the 
Wreſt of their Subjects, their Em- 
Wpire wou'd not ſubſiſt a month. 
It is not above four or five ages 
Woo, that a King of France took 
Cuards, contrary to the cuſtom of 
Whoſe days, to ſecure himſelf from 
Wome ruffians that a petty Prince in 
a had ſent to murder him: till 

ben, Kings had lived quiet in the 
Wonidlt of their Subjects, like Fa- 
ers in the midſt of their Chil- 
Iren. 
Tho' the Kings of Fance cannot 
Wof their own motion take away the 
Wife of any of their Subjects, like 
Pur Sultans; yet they have Power 
Wot Mercy towards all Criminals. It 
ſufficient that a man has been 
Happy enough to fee the Auguſt 
ouantenance of his Sovereign, to 
plot out all his crimes. Theſe Mo- 
Wnarchs are like the Sun, who cheers 
very thing with warmth and life. - 
Paris, $th of the Moon 81 
Rebiab 2, 1717. 
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of Aſia cou'd take, is to hide them 
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LE T TER S8. 
Usbek to the ſama _ 


| H O purſue the thought of mil 
laſt Letter, hear what a goo 
ſenſible European ſaid to me t'othaj 
Rs ; | 

The worſt method the Princsl 


ſelves as they do. They think tl 5 
win the more reſpect by ſo doing 
but they win reſpect for the R 
alty and not for the King; ail 
faſten the minds of their Subj 
to a certain Throne, and not toil 
certain Perſon. 9 | 

That inviſible Power which hola 
the Government, is always the ſan 
with regard to the people. Tho 


ten Kings, whom they know on ; 
by name, have their throats cl 
one after another; they feel ni. 
difference : it > are as if they wer 8 


governed ſucceſhvely by Spirits. 
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If the deteſtable Parricide of our 
reat King Henry the Fourth had 
uck his knife into the heart of 
Indian King; becoming then 
| anger maſter of the Royal 
Wgnct and of an immenſe Frea- 
Dre, which wou'd. ſeem to have 
en heap'd up on purpoſe for him, 
> would have taken peaceable poſ- 
jon of the reins of the Empire, 
d no _ I ever 2 
ought of enquiring for his King, 
his Family — Children. 8 £ 
> Wc wonder there ſhould never 
wppen any changes in the Eaſtern 
governments; and why is it? but 
aauſe they are tyrannical and ter- 
Changes can never be brought 
Wout, but either by the Prince, or 


* the People: but there, the Prince 
ou ill be ſure never to deſire any ſuch 
eu ing, becauſe in the high degree 
power he enjoys, he has every 
den ing he can with for; ſo that any 
range mult be to his prejudice. 


As 
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As to the Subjects, if any a 
them forms a deſign, he cannot e 
ecute it upon the State: to do ti 
he muſt have ſome force imme 
diately to counterbalance a form 
dable power, and which is alway 
the only one: he wants Time tl 
do this, as well as Means: but h 
can ſtrike at the ſource of all thi 
power; and for that he needs no 
thing but an Arm and a Moment. 

The Murderer mounts the Throne 
while the Monarch falls down fron 
it, and expires at his feet. 

A Malcontent in Europe con 
trives to hold ſome private intel 
gence; to go over to the Enem 
to get ſome ſtrong place into Ha 
hands; to raiſe ſome vain murmur: 
among his ſellow- ſubjects. A Mau 
content in Aſia aims directly at tio 


Prince, ſurprizes, ſtrikes, deſtroy 


He blots out his very memory; miſt 
an inſtant, both Slave and Lord rt 
in a moment, Uſurper and Law fuß 


Wretchaſhue 
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of Wretched: the King who has but 
oe head; he ſeems to collect all 
i power upon that, only to ſhew 

We firſt ambitious Villain, the place 


here to ſtrike at it and ſeize it. 


Paris, the 17th of the Moon = 
Rebiab 2, 1717. 


LETTER CL 
To the ſame. 


A LL the Nations in Europe are 
not under equal ſubjection to 
eir Princes: for inſtance, the im- 
rent humour of the Engliſb never 
Ives the King leiſure to extend his 
Wuthority : ſubmiſſion and obedience 
2 virtues they very little value 


* Y » _— 


emſelves upon. They hold very 
traordinary opinions about this 
tai rticle. Accor to them, there 
fa but one tie that has any effect 


pon men, which is that of Grati- 
de: a husband, a wife, a father, 
5 


ous motives of acknowledgmenli 


could never have a lawful * 


is nothing but a Crime committed 
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a ſon, are bound to each other bi 
nothing but either the Love th 
bear to each other, or mutual ſe 
vices and benefits: and theſe vu 


are the origin of all Kingdoms wi 
all Societies. 

But if a Prince, inſtead of e 
deavouring to make his ſubjehi 
happy, ſtudies only how to oppre : 
and deſtroy them; the feundatia 
of obedience ceaſes; nothing tia 
nothing obliges them to him; an 
they return to their natural liberty 
They maintain that no unlimit 

wer can be lawful, becauſe ff 


"tw FL... - — —_— . 


ning. For we cannot, ſay they 
give to another more power oval: 
us than we have over our fſelya; 
for inſtance, we cannot touch o 
own lives; no man upon earl 
therefore, conclude they, can hart 1 
ſuch a power. = 
High- Treaſon, according to then 


by the Weaker againſt the Stropge, N 0 


* 
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adiſcobeying him, let him diſobey 
n in what way he Will. And ae- 
adingly the People of England, 
ppening to prove the ſtronger in 
ul contention with one of their 
ings, declared it to be © Highs 
reaſon in a Prince to make war 
on his Subjects. They have very 
od reaſon therefore to ſay, that 
Precept in their Alcoran, which 
oyns obedience to the Powers, 
not very hard to follow, ſince 


y cannot help following it if 1 

y would; in as much as it is | 

to the moſt virtuous that they" 1 
bound to ſubmit, but to the 1 
Wongelt. = 
rhe Exgliſb tell you, that one f 1 
wa ir Kings having overcome and 1 
een a Prince that rebelled againſt 1 
dul n, and diſputed the Crown with 4 


Wn, and upbraiding him with his 
Wachery and perfidiouſneſs : It has 
In decided but a moment, an- 


reed the unfortunate Prince, which 
s two is the Traytor. 


4 


n.. a 
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An Ulſurper declares all to be H 
bels, that have not oppreſſed th 
Country like himſelf: and thinkin 
there are no Laws where he {lf 
no Judges, forces reſpect as to thi 
Decrees of Heaven, to the blu 
Caprice of Chance and Fortune, 


Paris, 2oth of the Moon 
| Rebiab 2, 1717. 


L ETTE R CIL 4 
Rhedi to Usbek, at Paris 


"THOU talkeſt much to mei 
J one of thy Letters, of the 
ences and Arts - cultivated in t 
Weſt: thou wilt take me for 
Barbarian, in what I am going 
ſay : but I am doubtful whether ll 
advantage drawn from them, be 
ſufficient recompence to mani 
for the ill uſe which they are dui 
Put to. 
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I have heard that the ſingle ins 
tion of Bombs, coſt all the Na- 
dns in Europe their liberty. The 
inces finding it no longer ſafe to 
ſt the guard of Towns to the 
Wrizens, who at the firſt Bomb 
Would have ſurrendered; thence 
de an excuſe for keeping on foot 
eat Bodies of regular Troops; 
ch which they afterwards enſlaved 
er Subjects. N | 
Thou knoweft that fince the in- 
tion of Gun-powder, there is 
place impregnable: that is to 
W, Usb:k, there is no longer any 
m upon earth againſt injuſtice 
Wd violence. 160 Rug 
[ often tremble for fear at laſt 
ne invention will be found out 
a ſhorter way to deſtroy man- 
d, and to depopulate whole Na- 
ns and whole Kingdoms. 
Thou haſt read the Hiſtorians 
iect ſeriouſly upon them; thou 
t find that almoſt all Monarchies 
rc founded upon nothing but 
ignorance of the Arts, and 
F 2 were 


al 
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vere deſtroyed only by their bei 
too much cultivated. The ancui 
Empire of Perſia is a domeſtic i 
ſtance to us of this truth. 
I have not been long in E 
but T have often heard wife men til 
of the ravages of Chymiltry; 
' ſeems to be-a fourth:ſcourge wh 
ruines mankind, and deſtroys th 
in particular, but continually ; wh 
War, Plague and Famine cut tha 
off in general, but by fits. 
What have we gained by ul 
Compaſs, and the diſcovery of 
many new Nations, but a com 
nication of their diſtempers rat 
than of their Riches ? Gold al 
Silver were before eſtabliſhed bY 
general agreement to be the pi 
of all Merchandizes, and the m 
| ſure of their value, becauſe tha 
1 | mettals were {ſcarce and unkt li 
all other uſes: what benefit ll 
it to us then, that they ſhould gl 
more common, and that toſhev i 
value of any commodity, we ſho 
have two or three Signs inſtead 
f 1 


\ 


N 
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e'? This was only an Inconve- 
NCC. SITY 
But on the other hand, this in- 
W-ntion has been terribly pernicious 
the Countries newly diſcovered. 
= hol: Nations have been maſſa- 
ed: and thoſe who have eſcaped - 
Wath, are reduced to ſo cruel a 
eery, that the very relation makes 
e Muſſulmans tremble. 
Happy ignorance of the Sons of 
Wobomet / charming ſimplicity, be- 
red by our Holy Prophet! thou 
ays recalleſt to my mind the 
Wain honeſty of ancient times, and 
e peace which dwelt-in the hearts 
our firſt fathers ! | 


1 nice, 24 of the Men 
Wkhamazan, 1717. 
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on the barbarous and wretcii 
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LETTER ClII. 
_ Usbek to Rhedi, at Venice 
IT HER thou doſt not tui 


what thou ſayeſt; or elle tha 
acteſt better than thou think 
Thou haſt left thy Country fort 
ſake of knowledge, and thou wy 
ſpiſeſt all inſtruction: thou ti 
leſt for thy accompliſhment inn 
Country where the polite Arts 
cultivated, and thou lookeſt u 
them to be pernicious, What ſhall 
ſay to thee, Rhedi? I agree withti 
more than thou doſt with thyſelf 
Haſt thou thorowly reflected wh: 


ſtate to which the loſs: of the M 
would ſink us? There is no nM 
of imagining it; we? may lee 
There are yet Nations upon can 
among _—_ an Ape tolerably wall 
taught, might live with hong 
he would 2 much upon a {ki 


with the reſt of the be | 
[ | 


— 
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ey would not even think him an 
dd fellow, nor at all whimſical: 
> would paſs muſter as well as 
of them, and for ought I know 
> diſtinguiſhed above the reſt by 
is politenels. 48 
Thou ſayeſt that the Founders of 
mpires have almoſt generally been 
znorant of the Arts. I do not de- 
y but that a barbarous Nation may 
Wc an impetuous Torrent over- 
read the face of the earth, and 
ich their favage Armies ruſh in 
Won the beſt governed Kingdoms: 
t take heed, they either learnt 
e Arts from the people they con- 
Wucred, or oblige that People to 
Wractiſe them for them: without 
is their power would have gone 
ay like the grumbling of Thun- 
Ws and Tempeſts. 
Thou art afraid, thou ſayeſt, ſome 
her way of deſtruction will be 
und out more terrible than that 
ready in uſe. No; if a fatal in- 
tion ſhould be hit upon, it would 
ickly be forbidden by the Law 


F 4 of 
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thou art grieved that now them 


fights. 
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of Nations, and the unanimous c 
ſent: of Mankind would ſoon en 
ſuch a. diſcovery: it is not the i 
tereſt of Princes to make conqui 
by ſuch. methods: they, want Sui 
jects, and not Lands. | 

Thou complaineſt of the ima 
tion of Gun- powder and Bomb 


no place impregnable; that is, ul 
deed, thou art grieved that wa 
ſhould be ſooner determined m 
than they were formerly. | 
Thou muſt have obſerved, fro 
thy reading in Hiſtory, that final 
the invention of Gun-powder, bug 
tels are much. leſs bloody than tin 
uſed to be, becauſe now there i 
hardly ever any ſuch thing as cla 


And tho' in ſome one particull 
caſe an Art ſhould be prejudicu 
is that a ſufficient reaſon. for rejal 
ing it? Doſt thou believe, Kill 
that the Religion which our Haji 
Prophet brought down from Hal 
ven, is pernicious, becauſe it ſſ 

on 


* 
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e day ſerve to confound the per- 
dious Chriſtians? 
Thou fancieſt that the Arts make 
eoople effeminate, and thereby oc- 
ſion the fall of Empires. Thou 
Wentioneſt the ruin of that of the 
Wncient Per/fians, which was the 
fect of their luxury: but this in- 


ce the Greeks, who ſubdued them, 
Wltivated the Arts with infinicely 
Wore diligence, than they did. 

When we ſay the Arts render 
n effeminate, we certainly do 
t ſpeak of the ſmaller number 


Nee they are never in idleneſs, 
ich of all vices ſoftens the cou- 
We the molt. a | 
We therefore muſt mean onl 
ole who enjoy the fruits of thoſe 
ts: but as in a well-governed 
ate, thoſe who enjoy the con- 
niences of one Art arc obliged to 
kivate another, upon pain of fal- 
s into a ſcandalous poverty: it 
* follows 


ance is far from being concluſive; 


— I an 


o apply themſelves that way 
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_ thers muſt labour inceſſantly. 


She commands, and is obeyed ma 


withal to live upon till the day i 
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follows that idleneſs and luxury 
incompatible with the Arts. 
Of all the Cities in the world, 
know not bur Paris 1s the n 

ſenſual, and refines the moſt u 
her picaſures; and yet perhaps ui 
people. live harder. F 7; MOR .- 
one man in luxury, a hundred of 


- 


pear at an Aſſembly in ſuch a du 
from that moment fifty. Artificall 
mult bid adieu to ſleep, and hard 
give themſelves time to cat ordrinl 


woman takes it in her head to 4 | 


ſuddenly than our Great Monat 
becauſe Intereſt is the moſt po 
ful Monarch upon carth. 
This earneſt application to la boi 
this thirſt of getting wealth, reac: 
from the meaneſt Artificers to tif 
Greateſt men in the Kipgdom: ; 
body cares to be poorer than h 
that was once below him. Youll 
ſee at Paris a man who has wh 


Judgment, working night and di 
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venturing his life to get, as he 
Il tell you, a ſubſiſtancc. Hs 
The ſame Spirit governs the 
hole Nation: you ſee nothing but 
boar nd Induſtry: where then 
the effeminate people thou ſo 
ch talkeſt of? 
I will ſuppoſe, Rbedi, that in 
e Kingdom no other Arts were 
owed but ſuch as are abſolutely 
ceſſary in the manuring of the 
nds, which yet are very nume- 
us; and that all thoſe were 
niſhed, which ſerved only to 
eaſure or Curioſity : I will main- 
Wn it, that Kingdom wou'd be 
c * miſerable in the whole 
World. 
Tho' the Inhabitants ſhou'd be 
ciWaiters of fo much Philoſophy as to 
= themſelves {ſo many things 
ich are for their conveniency z 


wc pcople wou'd daily fall to de- 
a, and the State wou'd become 
er weak, that any little Potentate 
/ god be able to conquer it. | 
Al be 


1 
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I might here enter into 2 loy 


diſcuſſion, , to prove to- thee th 


the revenues of the Subjed E 
wou'd be almoſt abſolutely at 
end, and conſequently thoſe of iff 


Prince: there wou'd be hardly; 
of thoſe mutual relations, whi 


are between Citizens of the {ul 
faculty: that circulation of wei 
and that encreaſe of income, wh 
ariſes. from the dependance of iii 
Arts one upon another, wou'd vi 
folutely. ceaſe: every man wolf 

ad only upon the revenue of 


depe 


Land, and raiſe but juſt ſo mul 
upon it as was neceſſary: to kl 


him from ſtarving : but as thai 


not the hundredth part of the] 
venue of the Kingdom, it mil 
follow, that the number of Ia 
bitants wou'd decreaſe in prop 
tion, and that there wou'd be 
a hundredth part of them left. 
Conſider what a great article 
revenues of Induſtry will. apped 
An eſtate in land brings into 
maſter but the twentieth pant 


__ — 8 anne 1 
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its value annually :- but a Painter 
with a Guinea's worth of Colours 
tall draw a Picture that will fetch 
fifty. The fame may be ſaid of 
Goldſmiths, workers in Wool and 
Silk, and all manner of Artifi- 
cers. | 
From all which, Rhedi, we are 
to conclude, that in order to make 
a Prince powerful it is neceſſary his 
Subjects ſhou'd live in affluence: 
W he {hou'd ſtudy to procure them 
oo all manner of ſuperfluities with as 
much attention, as to furniſh- them 
nu with. neceſſaries for Life. 


Paris, 14th of the. Moon 
Chalval, 1717. 


Ich | 2 | 

op LETTER CIV. 

e | 

: Rica to Ibben, at Smirna. 

e ll ] 
ppel Have ſeen the young Monarch: 
col his life is very precious to his 


art Subjects: it is no leſs ſo to all Europe 
upon 


them Immortal. His countenance 
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upon account of the great conſu- Wl 
Gons his death might produce. Bm 
Kings are like Gods; and while 
they are alive, we are to ſuppolſe 


is full of majeſty, but beautiful: a 
fine education concurs with a happy 
diſpoſition to promile already a 
Great Prince. | 
_ They {ay we can never judge of 
the character of theſe Weſtern Kings 
till they have paſſed thro' the two 
reat Tryals, their Miſtreſs and their 
feſſor: we ſhall ſoon ſee both 
endeavouring to win upon the mind 
of this; _ great contentions will 
ariſe about it. For under a young 
Prince, thoſe two Powers are al. 
ways rivals: but they agree and 
unite under an Old one. With a 
young King, the Derviſe has a ve- 
ry dichcult part to act: the King's 
Strength is his weakneſs ; but the 
Other triumphs equally both in his 
weaknes and ſtrength too. 
When I firit came into Fran 
I found the late King abſolutely go- 


Verne 
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Wrerncd by Women, and yet con- 
Iadering bis age I believe ne'er a 
lonarch in the Univerſe had leſs 
Woccaſion for them. I one day over- 
heard a woman ſaying: We. muſt 
o ſomething for that young Co- 
Wl oncl: his Valour I am thoroughly 
xcquainted with: I will ſpeak WE 
It to the Miniftry. Another ſaid ; 
Wt is ſtrange that young Aube ſhou'd 
de forgot: he muſt be a Biſhop: 
Whc is a man of birth, and I can an- 
er for his Manners. Yet thou 
uſt not 1magine, 'that the women 
rho talked at this rate were the 
WPrince's Favourites: they never. 
ſpoke to him twice in their lives, 
which yet is a very eaſy thing to do 
Rrith theſe European Princes. But, 
the reaſon is, there is hardly one 


a 
c- WE bo has any employment at Court, 


in Paris, or in the Provinces, that 
has not ſome woman thro' whoſe; 
bands all the fayours and ſometimes 
Ill the injuſtice he can do, always 


pass. Theſe women are all faſten» 
„d together by mutual ties, and 
ed | form 


with five or fix petitions : and the 


who procure them a hun 
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form a kind of Republick of which 
every member, always active, ſue 
cours and aſſiſts the other upo 
any occaſion that offers: it is in 
manner a State within a State: au 
one that is at Court, at Paris, of 


in the Provinces, and ſees the M. 
niſtry, Magiſtrate and Prelates ad- 
ing in their ſeveral Spheres, with-W 
out knowing the women that go- 
vern them; is like a man that 25 | 
a Machine playing, but is all the 
while ignorant of the ſprings that 
move it. e 
Doſt thou fancy, Ibben, that 1 
woman conſents to be miſtreſs to 
Miniſter of State, for the pleaſu 
of lying with him? thou art quite 
Out: It is to have an opportunity 
of preſenting him every morning 


oodneſs of their diſpoſition ap- 
ears in their zeal for doing good 
to a number of unhappy People 

es thou - 


ſand livres a year. 


vl 
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We complain in Perſia, that the 
Kingdom is govern'd by two or 
hree women: it is much worſe in 
Vance, where women in. general 
ear rule, and take the whole Au- 
Whority. to themſelyes, not only by: 
holeſale but even retale. 


Paris, the laſt, of the Moen. 
Chalval, 1717. 


LETTER CV.. 
Usbek ro . 


HERE are a ſort of Books 
which we neyer heard of in 
Pera, and which ſeem mightily 
Wn faſhion here: I mean the Jour- 
aliſts. Our lazineſs is. extremely 
ndulged by them; we are over- 4 
eyed with being able to diſpatch 
irty Volumes in a quarter of an 
Wour. 

In moſt. Books, the: Author has 
Wardly finiſhed his neceſſary com- 
E pliments 
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read all the Old Books, I fee 


—— — a mts. fo ro carer 
— pe * zee 


en 


pliments of introduction, but tl 
Reader is at his laſt gafp © he leaf 
him half dead into a {ubje&'drowll 
ed in an ocean of words. T 
man has a mind to immortalize il 
name in Duodecimo; the other 
Quarto one that has a more nobiſ 
Ambition, aſpires to a Folio: he 
conſequently obliged to ſtretch ly 
ſubject in proportion; which 
does without mercy z reckoning {ui 
nothing the fatigue of the poli 
Reader, who is forced to ſweat hanlf 
to contract what the Author ll 
taken ſo much pains to amplify. 

I cannot find, * *, what mem 
there can be in compoſing ſua! 
Works : I cou'd write enow of 
them, if I had a mind to ruin mil 
health and a Bookſeller. * L 

The great fault of the Journ 
lifts is their, never ſpeaking 
any but new Books: as if Troll 
were ever New. Till a man bal 


reaſon he has to prefer the Nev. 
But 
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But when they lay it down to 
bemſelves as a Law never to fpeak 
r Works but what are juſt hot out 
f the forge ; they alſo lay down ano- 
her, which is, to be very ſtupid. 
hey always take care to avoid 
ritizing the Books they give ex- 
Fracts of, whatever room there is 
or ſo doing: and indeed where is 
be man ſo couragious as to ven- 
ure to create himſelf ten or a do- 
en enemies every month? 
Moſt Authors are like the Poets, 
ho wou'd bear a good ſound 
aning without grumbling : but 
ho, as little tender as they are of 
beir ſhoulders, are ſo much ſo of 
heir Works, that they cannot bear 
Whe leaſt Criticiſm : a man muſt 
Wherefore be very cautions how he 
ttacks them in ſo ſenſible a part: 
Ind the Journalifts know as much: 
Wierefore they do juſt the contra- 
they firſt praiſe the ſubject 
rated upon; which is one piece 
F ſtupidity: next they proceed to 
Ihe praiſe of the Author, which 
F Comes 
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comes from them by mere force 


for they have people to deal wit 


whoſe pens are ready drawn to wil 
venge themſelves upon a poor oui 
naliſt that they think does not d 

them juſtice. 


Paris, 5th of the. Moon + 


Zilcade, 1718; 


LSTT ER CVI. 
Mica £87730 
T HE Univerſity of Paris is t 


Eldeſt Daughter of the King 
of France, and the Eldeſt by much 


for ſhe is above nine hundred yen 


old: and indeed. ſhe does ſometime 


doat. 


I have been told that ſome ting 
ago ſhe had a great controverſy wii 
ſome. Doctors upon account of ti 
Letter.* , which ſhe was for hat 


— 


* 


3 
1 
- 
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He mean, Ramus's Quarrel,- 
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g pronouced like a K. The dif- 


ute grew ſo hot, that ſome were 
ript of their Eſtates about it: the 
ent was forced to deter- 
ine the conteſt: and they grant- 
permiſſion by à ſolemn decree 
all the Subjects of the King of 
Fance to pronounce that Letter 
Wt as they thought fit. It was 
ertainly very diverting to ſee the 
o moſt venerable bodies in all 
urope employed about deciding 
he fate of a letter in the Alpha 


Net. | 

One would think, my dear * **, 
at the greateſt men loſe their 
enſes when they are aſſembled 
ogether, and that where there are 
Woſt Wiſe people there is leaſt 
Viſdom. Great Bodies always lay 
much ſtreſs upon minute forma- 
ties and vain ceremonies, that the 
ential is poſtponed for them. 
have heard that a King of Ar- 
Lon f having aſſembled the States 


7 In the Tear 16 10. 


of 


\ 
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of Arragon and Catalonia; the fi 
ſeſſions was ſpent in deciding vαꝗ 
Language the: deliberations ho 
be held in: the Diſpute was warn 
and the States were dan ready 

break up about it, if one had n 

hit upon an expedient, which wal 
that the Queſtion ſhould be put ul 
the Catalaa and: the , Anſwer ma 
in the Arragoneze Language. 


| Paris, the 25th ef the Moon 
Zilhage, 1718. 


_ * 8 r th. * 2 1 ** 


LETTER CVI. 
Rica to . 


1 rt a — Woman ha 
to act is of a much more {er 
ous nature than is commonly im- 
gined : nothing is of higher con 
quence. than what ſhe does at il 
Toilet every morning in the mid 
of her Servants ; it ; not colt i 


General of an Army more * | 
| of 


— 
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Wow to place his Right, or his Corps 
= Re/erve, than it does her where 
ſet a Patch, which indeed may 
Wi! of ſucceſs, but which ſhe hopes 
WT forces will nor. 
What a conſtant rack of inven- 
en! what perplexity to reconcile 
ee intereſt of two Rivals every mo- 
ent and ſeem neuter to both, 
While ſhe is wholly at the ſervice 
either of them, and is the Me- 
mix in all the cauſes of com- 
Waints which ſhe gives them ! 
How much hurry in contriving 
rties of pleaſure immediately one 
on the neck of another, in malt- 
them ſucceed each other with- 
Wt interruption, and providing a- 
inſt all accidents that might break- 


em. 

With all this, their greateſt dif- 
ulty is not to be diverted, but to 
m to be diverted : be as dull 
Wd heavy in their company as you 
aſe, they will forgive you, pro- 
ed they can but appear to have 
Yen very merry, d 


* 


* 
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J was ſome days ago at a Sy 
per which ſome women gave uff 
the Country. All the way thitha 
they were perpetually ſaying; Ho 
ever, let us laugh hearty and N 
very merry. 8 e e 
We happened to be very al 
matched, and were conſequeni 
dull enough. Well, ſays one 
my women, we are pure and mem i 
there is not a Company in Pari 
gay as we are. As I began to 
quite tired down, a woman fſhod 
me and ſaid: Well, are not we u 
good company? Aye, anſwerd 
gaping 3 I am afraid I ſhall ſplit 
des with laughing. Howe 
2 got the better of our "ni 
Jolutions ; and as to me, from oi 
155 e to another I was led into n 

thargic ſleep that put an end h 
my ſhare of the mirth. | d 
F 


Paris, 14th of the Moon 
Maharram, 1718, 
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LITTZX CVI. 
R hedi te Usbek, at Paris. 


URING my ſtay in Europe I 

) employ my ſelf in reading the 
Worians both ancient knd modern: 
ompare one Age with another: 
ake delight in feeing them as 
were paſs away before me; and I 
ticularly dwell upon thoſe great 
anges which have made one Age 
different from the next, and the 
th ſo unlike itſelf. | 
tu Thou haſt not perhaps taken no- 
WE of a thing which gives me con- 
il ſurprize. How comes the 
World to be ſo thin of people in 
npariſon of what it was formers ! 
How has Nature loſt the 
digious fruitfulneſs of the firſt 
s? Is ſhe grown old and in dan- 
of falling to nothing for want 
rength ? 18 
was above a year in Tah, Mere 
nothing but the broken wrecks 
he Ancient 7aly once ſo famous. 
o L. II, G Tho? 


— — _ — —— 
— * 
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Tho? every body there lives int 

Cities, yet they are perfect { 

ſarts for want of Inhabitants : th 

ſeem to ſubſiſt now only to ſhall 

us the places in which ſtood thi 

__ Cities ſo much talked ofiif 
iſtory. - 

Some affirm that the ſingle 
of Rome anciently contained may 
people than the greateſt Kingda 
in Europe does at this day: thay 
were ſome Roman Citizens that | 
ten, nay twenty thouſand flaw 
beſides thoſe that work'd at th 
Country Houſes : and as there wi 
computed to be five hundred thay 
ſand Citizens, we cannot make 
conjecture at the whole number 
its inhabitants but what muſt (holy 
the imagination. 

There were once in S;cily pot 
Kingdoms and numerous Natal 
which are now difappeared : tu 
„is now conſiderable for uf 
„fit her Vulcanoes. [3 
17> is ſo depopulated that WW 
does not now contain 9 N 


D „„ 1 


| 
t 


O 
Th 
7; * 8 


| _ 
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each part of its ancient Inhabi- 
0 nts. 
Spain, formerly ſo crowded, now 
tl hibits to view nothing but waſte 
u peopled Fields: and France is no- 
ing in compariſon of the ancient 
= deſcribed by > 
The Northern Countries are 
angely decayed : they are very 
from being under a neceſlity 
Www as formerly to divide them» 
Wvcs and ſend out in ſwarms Co- 
ics and whole Nations to ſeek 
r new Abodes. 
Poland and Turkey in Europe have 
cdly any inhabitants. 
We cannot find in America the 
o hundredth part of the men 
at once compoſed ſuch mighty 
pires. 2 
Aſia is in no better condition. 
at Aſia Minor which contained 
many potent Monarchies and 
h a prodigious number of great 
ies, has now but two or three. 
to the greater 4/a; that which 
under the obedience of the Turk 
G 2 is 


— 
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is no better peopled: and as to th 
which is under the dominion 
our Kings, if we compare it vi 
the flouriſhing ſtate it was in forma 
15 we ſhall find it has but a ye 
mall ſhare left of the infinite nu 
ber of Inhabitants which it hadi 
the time of the Xerxes's and Darii 
As to the petty States that 
upon the borders of theſe g 
Empires, they are mere Dela 
ſuch are the Kingdoms of n 
ta, Circaſſia and Guriel. All dd 
Princes, with vaſt Dominions, all 
_—_— muſter up fifty thouſand i 
ects. | 
f Agypt has failed no leſs ti 
other Countries. 8 
In ſhort, I take a ſurvey of 
whole Earth, and I find nothi 
but Ruine and Decay: ſhe ſeem 
have been juſt ravaged by Pla: 
and Famine. = 
Africa has always been ſo lh: 
known, that we cannot ſpeak Mie 
it with ſo much exactneſs as of 


other parts of the World ; bu 


r, 6 el 
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re may form a judgment from the 
-diterranean Coaſts, which were 


thy 
1 0x 


ways well ſtock'd, we find her 
no .ngcly fallen from what ſhe 
Vo; when a Roman Province. Her 
un rinces are now ſo weak that they 
ae the moſt petty Potentates upon 


ue face of the Earth. | 
Upon a Calculation as exact as 
ge in be-made in matters of this na- 
aa re, I find there is hardly in the 
"> o:1d the fiftieth part of the peo- 
ee that there was in Cæſar's time. 
and, which is more ſtrange, it 
rows thinner and thinner every 
ay; and if it goes on at this rate, 
ten ages it will be no better than 
Deſart. | 
This, my dear Usek, is the moſt 
rrible Cataſtrophe that ever hap- 
ened in the Univerſe : but we have 
Wardly perceived it, becauſe its pro- 
rels was by flow degrees and in 
e courſe of a great many Centu- 
W's: which denotes ſome interior 
quality; ſome ſecret unſuſpected 
G3 poiſon 
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poiſon ; ſome inward Decay, va 
preys upon humane Nature. 


Venice, roth of the Moon 
Regeb, 1718, 


LETTER CIX. 
Usbek fo Rhedi, at Venice. 


"HE world, my dear Rhedi,i 
not incorruptible : the Heaye 
themſelves are not; the Aftrone 
mers are cyc-witneſſes of all tit 
changes which are the natural «i 
fects of the univerſal motion 0 
matter. ? 
The Earth is ſubject to the ſan 
Laws of Motion as the other Pl 


nets : ſhe ſuffers a perpetual cot 


fli& within, among her own pri 
ciples: Sea and Land ſeem to wal 
eternal wars; every inſtant produc 
new conjunctions. | 

Mankind, in an abode ſo lab 


to change, is in a ſtate of nol 
uſe 
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\&ncertainty : a hundred thouſand 
auſes may act, of which the very 

Neaſt is ſufficient to deſtroy them 
Wotally ; and conſequently to en- 
Freaſe or diminiſh their number. 
I ſhall not inſtance thoſe particu- 
ar Cataſtrophes ſo frequent — 
he Hiſtorians, which have deſtroye 
hole Cities and whole Kingdoms: 
Where are general ones which have 
Wften brought the Race of Man to 
he edge of deſolation. 

Hiſtory is full of thoſe univerſal 
plagues which have by turns laid 
Wwaſtc the Univerſe. She tells us 
pf one among the reſt which was 
Wo violent, that it burnt up the 

very roots of the Plants, and over- 
ran the whole known world, quite 
io the Empire of Cathay one de- 
gree more of corruption would per- 
aps in one ſingle day have cut off 
all humane Nature. 
It is not quite two Ages ago that 
the moſt ſhameful of diſtempers was 
felt in Europe, Ala and Africa : in a. 
very ſhort ſpace of time it wrought. 
G 4 effects 
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effects ſurpaſſing belief: there þ 


been an end of mankind, if it if 
continued its progreſs with the (wii 
fury. Oppreſſed with miſery fl 
their very birth, and incapable 
bearing the weight of the dui 
of Society, they muſt have peril 
ed miſerably. 
What if the venom had ben 
little more exalted ? And it voi 
certainly have grown ſo, if by gull 
fortune a remedy had not been ll 
upon ſo powerful as that wi 
has been diſcovered. Perhaps th 
diſtemper attacking the parts of 
neration, would next have attack 
generation itſelf. 
But why do we talk of the pili 
ſibility of the deſtruction of 
mane Nature? Has it not alrea 


Deluge reduce it to one ſingle in: 
mily ? IH 

Can thoſe who have any know 
ledge of Nature, or any reaſonii 
idea of God, imagine that Matt 
and ail theſe Created Things EW 


vl 
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t ſix thouſand years old ? That 
od deferred his Works from all 
rernity, and make uſe of his Crea- 
e Power but yeſterday ? Was it 
W-cauſe he could not or would 
t uſe it before? But if he could 
t at one time, he could not at 
other : it muſt therefore be, be- 
cn uſe he would not: but as there is 
oi o ſucceſſion in God, if we admit 


ga at he willed any thing once, he 
illud it always, and from the be- 
ni nning. 1758 

We muſt not therefore pretend 


count the years of the world: 
ee number of ſands upon the Sea- 
ore is no more to be compared to 
em than one inſtant. 

Vet all Hiſtorians talk of a firſt 
ather : they deſcribe Human Na- 
ee to us in her infancy. Is it not 
rural to think that Adam was ſav- 
from ſome common deſtruction; 
Wah was from the Deluge; and 
Wat theſe great Events have been 
equent upon Earth ſince the Crea- 
oon of the World? | 

Gy 1 


149 Perſian Letters. 


il I was willing to let thee inf 
1M theſe general ideas, before I g 
wal 5 more particular anſwer to thy Ll 
WE ter about the loſs of People, vi 

ik has happened within theſe ſeal 
i teen or eighteen Centuries : I 


1 ſhew thee, in a ſucceeding Leu 
11 that independently of phylg 
. Cauſes, there are moral ones wh 


| i may have produced this effect. 


1 Paris, 3th of the Moon 
1 Chahban, 1718. 


4 LETTER CX. 
þ 1 Usbek to the ſame. 


— 14 FT HOU enquireft the rei 
14 why the carth is leſs peoplli 
1 than it was anciently : and if til 
14 conſidereſt things maturely, til 
＋ ö wilt find that this great differ 
[Th proceeds from that which has wi 
1 pened in our Manners. * | 
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Since the Chriſtian and Maho-- 
etan Religions have divided the- 
man world, the fage of things: 
a trangely altered: thoſe two Re- 
ions are far from being fo favou- 
ire to the propagation of our 
eu ecies, as was that of thoſe Lords: 
the Univerſe. 
For among the ancient Romans,, 
olygamny was forbidden, wherein 
eir Religion had a very great ad- 
antage over the Mahometan; and 
Divorce was allowed, which gave it 
Wo leſs the advantage over the Chri- 
an. 
I think nothing can be more con- 
adictory, than the plurality of 
ves allowed by the Holy Alco-- 
pn, and the Command of fatisfy- 
g them enjoyned in the ſame: 
ook. See your Wives, ſays the 
Wrophet, becauſc ye are as neceſſary 
chem as their veſtments, and 
ey are as neceſſary to you as your 
ſtments. This is a precept which. 
ales the life of a true Muſſulman 
rribly laborious. A man that has: 
= 
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the four wives preſcribed by 
Law, and only as many Concubil 
and Slaves; muſt not he be ou 
oppreſſed with ſo many veſtmen 
Your Wives are your Ari 
Fields, ſays the Prophet again: vi 
ply your ſelves therefore to ya 
Tillage 3 do good for your ou 
and you ſhall find the fruits there 
I look upon a good Muſſulm 
as a kind of Athletic Combata 
engaged in perpetual conflicts ; wlll 
uickly weakned, and ſinking wt 
4 his firſt fatigues, he languiſt 
in the very field of Victory, ant 
in a manner buried beneath his oli 
Triumphs. S/n = 
Nature always acts {lowly a 
ſparingly : her operations are nM 
violent: ſhe requires temperu 
even in her productions: ſhe c 
ſtantly goes on by rule and mealurt 
if ſhe is precipitated, ſhe preſent 
falls into a languiſhing decay: il 
employs all her remaining ſtrengn 
merely for her preſervation, qui 
loſing her Ea virtue and g 
nerative power. | 
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To this ſtate of debility we are 
always brought by our great num- 
per of women, who are fitter to 
chk than to fatisfie us: it is 
ery common among us to ſee a 
nan with a prodigious Seraglio, 
Wind yet a very ſmall number of 
children; and thoſe few Children 
too are generally puny and un- 
m bealthy, with a miſerable taint of 

their Father's weakneſs. 8 
his is not all: theſe Women 
being bound to a forced conti- 
Wn cnce, muſt have people to guard 
them; which can be none but Eu- 
Buchs Religion, Jealouſie, and 
WER caſon it ſelf will admit of no o- 
hers to come near them: theſe 
Guardians muft be very numerous, 
both to. preſerve peace at home, a- 
Wnong the continual bickerings of 
hole women; and to prevent at- 
Wempts from abroad. So that a 
pn. who has ten wives or concu- 
gc, muſt have no fewer Eunuchs 
eo guard them. But what a loſs to 
ociecty is ſuch a number of men, 
3 Who 
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who may be called Dead from the 
very Birth? What Depopulatia 
muſt follow !! _ 

The female Slaves kept in ti 
Seraglio to aſſiſt the Eunuchs, tho 
number of women, gronlf 
old there in an affli ing Virginity: 
they cannot marry while they fi 
there; and. when their mitſtreſalli 
are once uſed to them, they vil 
rarely part with them. 

Thus we ſee how many pe op 
of both ſexes are taken up abu 
the pleaſures of one man: they ail 
perfectly buried as to the State, ali 
rendered totally uſelefs in the p 

ion of the Species. | 

Conſtantinople and Tſpahan are th 
Capitals of the two greateſt En 
pires in the World: There all thing 
are decreed to meet as in their pro 
per centre; and thither every bod 
repairs from all parts, drawn by i 
thouſand various attractions. Ya 
even theſe mighty Cities decay oP 
themſelves, and would be fools 
waſte, if our Sovereigns = * 3 
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WE 1moſt in every age tranſport whole 
Nations to repleniſh them, I will 
andle this ſubject more fully in 
another Letter. 


iris, 13th of the Maas 
Chahban, 1718. 


LETTER cxl. 
Usbek to the ſame. 


HE Romans had not fewer Slaves 
| than we; nay. they had more: 
Put they made a better uſe of them. 
bo far were they from hindering 
be multiplication of their Slaves 
Dy forcible methods; that on the 
Fontrary, they favoured it to the 
tmoſt of their power: they coupled 
em as much as poſſible by a fort 
f marriages: by this means they 
lled their Houſes with Servants of 
Ages and Sexes, and the State 

ich people without number. 
Theſe 
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- * Theſe children, who at the long 
run grew to be the Wealth of ther 
Maſter, were born around him i 
{urprizing multitudes : he alone hall 
the care of their breeding and edi 
cation: the Fathers, eaſed of tha 
burden, wholly followed their ni 
tural inclinations, and multipli 
without being in any fear of wi 
ving too large a family. 3 
I have obſerved to thee, that, vi 
mong us, all the Slaves are employed 
in guarding our women, and 1 
thing more; that they are, witli 
reſpect to the State, in a perpetul 
lethargy : ſo that we are to reſtran 
the cultivation of Arts, and of o 
Lands, to ſome few Heads of Fl 
milies, who apply themſelves tha 
way as little as ever they can. 
It was not ſo among the Roman: 
the Common- wealth drew vaſt a8 
vantages from their Nation of Sa 
Every one of them had his peculun 
which he poſſeſſed upon ſuch con 
ditions as his Maſter thought fit 


with this peculium he fell to wol 
| al 
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In that way whigh his genius in- 
clined him to. One turned Banker; 
another applied himſelf to Com- 
verce by Sea: one ſold goods by 
etale; another gave himſelf to 
ome mechanic Art, or elſe farmed 
Wand cultivated ſome piece of Land: 
put all in general laboured with 
heir whole power to improve his 
Peculium, which procured him con- 
Peniencies in his preſent ſtate of 
Wcrvitude, and afforded him a pro- 
Wpect of future liberty: this form'd 
laborious Nation, and encouraged 
Arts and Induſtry. 

Theſe Slaves, when grown rich 
y their diligence and labour, bought 
cir freedoms, and became Citizens. 
he Common-wealth was thus re- 
leniſhed daily; and received new 


he old ones dropp'd off. 

I may perhaps have occaſion in 
come following Letters to prove to 
h nee, that the more men there is 
n any State, the more its Commerce 
ouriſhes: I may alſo prove as _ 
Y> 
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ly, that the more Commerce fl 
riſhes, the more the number 
people encreaſes: theſe two thin 
neceſſarily aſſiſt and favour each 
ther. 

And if this be ſo, how val 
muſt that prodigious number ol 
Slaves, who were always activeal 
buſie, have grown and encrealdhi 
Induſtry and Plenty gave thay 
birth, and they in return gave bin 
to Plenty and Induſtry, 


Paris, 16th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1718. 


1 »& ou 


LETTEACXII. 
Usbek te the ſame. 


E have hitherto ſpoken one 
of the Mahometan Count 
and enquired into the reaſon Wi 
they ſhould be leſs populous til 
thoſe which were under the dom 


nion of the Romans: let us My 
examil 


ſe 
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amine what ſhou'd have occa- 
Woncd the ſame effect among the 
W hriſtians., | 
Divorce was allowed in the Pa- 
nn Religion, and forbidden in the 
i briſtian. This change, as little 
Wonſequence as it may ſeem to be of 
fr, had in time dreadful ef- 
as, and ſuch as cou'd fcarce be 
agined, 
This not only deprived marriage 
fall its charms, but ſtruck at its 
Wcry end: by ftriving to tie the 
Wnot cloſer, it was only looſen- 
Wd: and inſtead of uniting peoples 
earts more ſtrictly, as was intend- 
Wd, they were divided for ever. 
In an action of ſo voluntary a 
ature, and where the heart ought 
Wo be ſo much concerned, they 
ingled conſtraint, neceſſity, 
een Fate it ſelf. They counted 
or nothing diſguſts, ill humour, 
Ind unſociableneſs of temper : they 
cnmpted to fix even the Heart, 
ee moſt variable and unconſtant 
ing in nature: they faſtened to- 
gether, 
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gether, without the leaft profpel 
of a releaſe, people who werequits 
weary of each other, and almol 
conſtantly ill matched: and pn 
ctiſed the cruelty of thoſe Tyram 
that uſed to bind living men ny 
dead carcaſſes. 

Nothing uſed to contribute mare 
to a mutual agreement, than a lt” 
berty- of divorce: a husband and 
wife were the more enclined toi"! 
bear with their domeſtic vexation ac 
becauſe they knew they had it * 
their power to put an end to them 
and they often kept this power ini" 
their hands all their lives long with 
out uſing it, upon this ſingle: cor?! 
{ideration, that they might do it fe 
whenever they wou'd. 

It is not the fame with the. Chi 
ſtians, whoſe preſent vexations on: l 
ly make them almoſt mad to think * 
how many more are to' come: the 
have no other proſpect in the di 
comforts of matrimony, but thet 
duration, or rather their eternity: 
hence ariſe diſguſts,. jarrs, . con- 
| tempt z 
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-mpt; and all the while Poſterity 
ſuffers. Scarce are three Years of 
wedlock paſt, but the eſſential de- 
ſign of it is neglected: thirty Years 
of coldneſs enſue: private ſepara- 
tions are formed no leſs ſtrong, and 
perhaps more pernicious, than if 
they ae” each lives apart, 
waiting ſingle till the other's 
death: and all this to the ꝓrejudice 
of future generations. How often 
does the man, impatient of the e- 
ternity of his wife, give himſelf up 
m. to women of - pleaſure? A ſhame- 
ful courſe, and directly contrary to 
ch. Society, which, without. accom- 
e pliſhing the end of marriage, repre- 
ſents at moſt but its pleaſures, 

If of two Perſons thus chained 
m. tcogether, one be unfit for the de- 
on ſign of nature, and the propaga- 
in tion of the ſpecies, either by age 
bey or conſtitution, that perſon buries 
d the other with him, and makes her 
ers uſeleſs as he is himſelf. X 
ty We are not therefore to wonder, 
o that we ſee ſo many marriages a- 
pt] mong 
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mong the - Chriſtians produce þ 
little fruit: Divorce is aboliſhed; 
Marriages ill made are not to hy 
repair'd: the women do not, as + 
mong the Romans, paſs thro? the 
hands of ſeveral husbands ſuccel- 
fively, who by the way made the 
beſt of her. 

I dare affirm, that if in a Re 
public like Sparta, where the Citi 
zens were under the eternal con- 
ſtraint of odd ſubtile Laws, and in 
which there was but one Famuly, 
namely the Republic; it had been 
ordained, that the Husbands ſhou'd 
change their wives every year; it 
wou'd have produced a people 
without number. 

It is no eaſy matter to find out 
the reaſon which ſhou'd induce the 
Chriſtians to aboliſh Divorce. Mar- 
Tiage all over the world is nothing 
but a Contract capable of all ſorts 
of Conventions; and none ougit 
to have been excluded from it, but 
ſuch as wou'd have weaken'd the 
main deſign of it: but the 2 
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ians do not behold it in this light: 
ndeed they can hardly tell you 
heir own notions of it themſelves: 
hey ſay, it was not inſtituted for 
he pleaſures of ſenſe: on the con- 
rary, as I have already ſhewn thee, 
hey ſeem to aim at baniſhing them 
ut of it as much as poſſible: but 
hey wou'd make you believe it is 
n image, a type, and a myſtery, 
_ can make neither head nor 
ail of. 


ly, . 
*en Paris, the 19th of the Moon 
ud Chahban, 1718. 
it 2 
ple 


LETTER CXIIL 
Usbek to the ſame. 


HE prohibition of Divorce is 
not the only cauſe of the ſcar- 
ity of people in Chriſtian Coun- 
tries: the great number of Eu- 
nuchs which they have among 
then. is no leſs the occaſion of it. 
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I mean the Prieſts and Derviſe 
of both Sexes, who devote them 
{elves to perpetual continence : this 
among the Chriſtians is the Virtue 
of Virtues; wherein I am at a lok 
to find out what they drive at; not 
comprehending how+ any thing 
ſhou'd be a Virtue which produce 
no Fruit. 25 

I can't help thinking their Do- 
&tors are guilty of a manifeſt cons 
tradiction in ſaying, that Marriage 
is Holy; and that Celibacy, which 
is its direct oppoſite, is more Ho- 
ly ſtill: without conſidering that 
in matter of Precept and fundamen: 
tal Dogma's, the good is always 
the beſt. 

The number of theſe people 

rofeſſing Celibacy is prodigious: 
38 formerly uſed to condemn 
their Children to it from their ve- 

cradles: now they devote them: 
—_ at fourteen Years of Age, 
which amounts to much the ſame 
thing. . 
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This trade of Continence has 


he moſt dreadful Plagues and the 
noſt bloody Wars that ever were 
n the world. Vou fee in every 
Religious Houſe an Eternal Famil 

here no body is born, but which 


he reſt : theſe Houſes ſtand always 
pen like fo many Gulphs, where 
Wuture generations are ſwallowed 
Ip for ever. = | 
This Policy differs widely from 
hat of the Romans, who eſtabliſh» 
d penal Laws againſt: thoſe who 


nd were for enjoying a liberty ſo 
rejudicial to — —— 5 - 
| have yet ſpoken only of the 
man Catholic Countries. In 
e Proteſtant Religion every body 
tree to propagate : it allows nei- 
er of Prieſts or Derviſes: and 
in the eſtabliſhment, of that Re- 
gion, which brought back every 
ing to the ſtandard of primitive 
mes, its Founders had not been 
Vo. II. H 


deen the loſs of more men than 


ſupplied at the expence of all 


voided the Bonds of Matrimony, 


Ster- 
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eternally upbraided with incont 
nenee even for what they did 
need not queſtion but that after hi 
ing rendered the practice of n 
riage univerſal, they would alſo ha 
lightened the yoke, and quite 9 
mov'd the barrier, which in the poi 
of Polygamy ſeparates the Nazared 
from Mahomet. But be that wi 
will, tis certain the Religion 
the Proteſtants gives them 4 yal 
advantage over the Catholicks. 
I might venture to affirm, ti 
in the preſent ſtate of things'il 
Europe, it is impoſſible the Cathe 
lic Religion ſhou'd ſubſiſt there ft 
hundred years. GPL IN 

Before the diminution of the 5 
ſh Greatneſs, the Roman Cui 
tics were much ſtronger” than d 
Proteſtants : theſe latter by degre 
got to an Eęuililrium; and 1 
the ſcale begins to tur on' the 
fide : this ſuperiority will ente 
daily: the Proteſtants will g 
much more rich and powerful, 4 
che Roman Catholics will gi 
weaker. * 
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The Proteſtant Countries muſt 

Pe, and: actually are, better et. nm oo 
150 the Roman: Catholic 

ons: whence it follows, Firſt, that 

heir Tributes are more conſidera- 

le, becauſe they enereaſe in pro- 

Portion to the number of choſe that 


pay them. 


better cultivated. Laſtly, that their 
Trade flouriſnes more, becauſe 
here are more people that have 
heir fortunes to make 3 and where 
here are moſt wants, there wilb be 
noſt expedients for ſatisfying thoſe 
rants. When there are only juſt 
xcople enow to manure: the Lands, 


id where there are only as many 
are neceſſary in Trade, the cul 
vation of the Lands muſt be neg. 
cted: that is in ſhort, both muſt 
ll together 3 becauſe no body can 


ffer. 
As to the: News Catholic Coum- 
&, the — of their — 

2 


Secondly, that their Lands are 


zommerce muſt run to deſtruction: 


ply to ants __ the other muſt 


oY * 2 


or ſix words of a dead Language! 


the former live in afluence : C 
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is not only neglected, but thei 
induſtry is even pernicious : it c 
fiſts in nothing but learning fl 


a man that has this accompliſh 
ment need trouble himſelf no fur 
ther about his fortune: the Clop 
ſter offers him a life of Tranquiliq 
which in the world wan han 
coſt him labour. and pains. 

This is not all: the © Der 
(Prieſts) have in their hands almol 
all the Wealth of the State: the 
are a Society of Miſers that alva 
are taking, but never reſtore: tha 
daily heap up riches to buy eſtat 
with: this wealth, if one may ul 
ſo bold an expreſſion, falls as 1 
were into a dead palſie; farewt 
to Circulation, to Trade, Arts, u 
Manufacture. 
There is no Proteſtant Prin 
but what raiſes 1 his Pep 
ten times more Taxes than) 
Pope draws from his Subjects? 
theſe latter are miſerable, wil 


mel 
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Wnnerce revives every thing amon 
the one, while Monkery Eile and 

checks all recruit among the o- 
thers. E . 


paris, 26th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1718. 
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Lore wack CXIV. K | « 
Usbek to the ſame. pt 


WW E have nothing more to ſay 
as to Afia and Europe let us 
now proceed to Africa. We can 
ſpeak only of its Coaſts, being un- 
acquainted with the innermoſt parts 
of the Continent. 0 
The Barbary Coaſts, where the 
Mahometan Religion is eſtabliſhed, 
are not ſo well e as they 
were in the times of the Romans, . 
for the reaſons already laid down. 
As to the Coaſts of Guinea, they 
muſt be ſadly ſtript in above two 
hundred Vears 2 that the petty 
3 


ings 


8 


* 


—— 
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Kings or Heads of Villages hay 
made a trade of ſelling their Suh 
jets to the European Princes, i 
carried into their American Cy 
lonies. | | 
What is moſt ſingular is, tha 
this very America, which yearly u 
ceiyes ſo many new Inhabitants, 
it ſelf a Deſart, and is no manner 
of gainer by the continual loſſe 
of Africa. Thoſe Slaves being 
tranſported into a ſtrange Climat 
dye by thouſands : and the laboulin 
of the Mines, in which bon 
Natives and Strangers are perpt 
tually employed; the =—— 
exbalations that ariſe from then 
the quick-filver which they an 
continually uſing, deſtroy them > 
very moment. | 
Nothing can be more extra 
gant, than to fling away the lim 
of infinite numbers of men, t0 
get out of the bowels of ti 
earth Gold and Silver: thoſe Mein 
tals in themſelves ſo uſeleſs, un 
which are Riches ng 
<p | p 
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hey have been choſen for the marks 
of them. | | 


Paris, laf of the Moon 
| Chahbad, 1718. | 
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LETTER CXV. 
Usbek to the Same. 


HE fruitſulneG of a People 
depends ſometimes upon the 
moſt minute circumſtances in the 
world; ſo that very often there re- 
quires nothing more than a new 
turn in the imagination to make 
them much more numerous than 
before. 

The Fews, ſo often exterminated 
and always multiplying, have re- 
paired their continual loſſes and de- 
ſtructions by the fingle hope which 
reigns in every family, that they 
ſhall have a potent King born a- 
mong them, who ſhall be Lord of 
the whole Univerſe. 

H 4 The 


Souls being dipt in the Sen reſum 


an opinion, which, Holy as ith 
has very pernicious effects where 
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The Ancient Kings of Perſia I 
ſo many millions of Subjects, onh 
by means of that Article in the Rs 
ligion of the Magi, that the mol 
pleaſing action to God that ma 
.conld do was to get a Child, t 
manure a Field, and to plant 
Tree. Fo Mis | 

If China is ſo prodigiouſly popy 
lous, it proceeds only from a part 
cular way of thinking: for as tit 
children look upon their Fathers g 
a kind of Gods, and reſpect then 
as ſuch even in this life, and aft 
their death honour them by fact 
fices, wherein they believe that thei 


a new life: every one is inclinedti 
encreaſe a family ſo dutiful to thi 
life, and ſo neceſfary in the next. 
On the contrary, the Countri 
of the Mahometans grow every UW 
thinner and thinner, by "means i 


is rooted in men's hearts. We loo 


upon our ſelves as Sojourners upd 
earth 
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earth, that ought to have all our 
thoughts fixed upon a better Coun- 


de all uſeful and durable Laboursz 

5 al diligence to ſecure fortunes for 
nul our Children; all fchemes that have 
mat 


any view beyond this ſhort frail life, 
we look upon as ſo many. extraya- 
gancies. Indolent as to what is 
preſent, and undiſturbed at what is 
to come, we take no care to repair 
public edifices; nor to grub up un- 
ivated Lands, nor to manure 
hoſe which are fit to receive our 
cares: we live in a general inſen- 
ſibility, and leave every thing to 
Providence. , fg⁰, 77 
It is a monſtrous Spirit of Vani- 
y that eſtabliſhed among the Euro- 
peans the unjuſt Law of primoge- 
ture, which is ſo great a check 
o propagation, in that it turns the 
ittention of a Father only upon one 
ff his Children, and takes his eye 
ff all the reſt ; in that it ebliges 
im, in order to raiſe a great for- 
une for one, to neglect the ſettle- 
nent of the reſt: laſtly, in chat ir 
Hy 


deſtroys 
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deſtroys the equality of the Cit 
zens, which is the great caule o 
their Opulence. 1 
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Paris, 4th of the Alen 
* Rhamazan, 1718. 
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Eu 
191 | FT H E Countries inhabited by 
4 vages are commonly very thi 
of People, thro' the general averls 
on they have to labour and the cub 
ture of the Earth. This unbapg 
prejudice is ſo ſtrong, that whe 
they would make an imprecatiol 
upon one of their enemies, thi 
wiſh him no greater curſe, but « 
be forced to plough a Field; thinks 
ing there are no Exerciſes hut Hunk 
ing and Fiſhing that are Noble at 
worthy: of their attention. 
But as there often happen yen 
in which Hunting and Fiſhing fil 
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gort; they are cut off by frequent 
famines : beſides that there is no 
Country in the world ſo abounding 
in Game and Fiſh, as to ſubſiſt a 
great People; becauſe Animals al- 
ways fly from places that are too 
populous. IE 

Beſides, the Hords of the Sayages, 
conſiſting each of two or three 
hundred inhabitants, being, totally 
ſeparate from each other, and having 
intereſts as different as thoſe of two 
Empires, can never ſupport them- 
— 3 not 2 the _ re- 
ource as great ſtates, whoſe: parts 
all ſuccour and aſſiſt each other.. 

There is among the Savages ano- 
ther cuſtom no leſs pernicious than 
the firſt ; which is the cruel pra- 
Rice in uſe among the women, of 
making themſelves miſcarry that 
their bigneſs may not make them 
diſagreeable to their Husbands. 

There ate dreadful Laws here a- 
ganft that Crime: they are even 
carried to excels. Any woman thac 
does not declare her conception. to 


8 


„ 


cuſe her. 


chan ing it at all. 
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a Magiſtrate is 1 with den 


if hl fruit is 1. ſhame, modeſy, 
nay even accidents mw never 


Paris, the oth of the Moon 
Rhamazan, 1718. 
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Usbek to the ſame. 
HE eme effect of Colonia 


is to weaken the Country out 
of which they are drawn, without 


peopling that to which they are ſent 


Men ought to remain where the) 
are: there are diſtempers which at 

ot by changing a good air for 
Pad z and others which come fron 


W a Country is deſart it 0 


kind of ſign that there is ſome par 


ticular vice in the nature of the 


Climate: ſo that when we take — 
from 


a_ 37 Py WE Se 
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from a happy ſoyl to ſend them into 
ſuch a ountry;/ ve do the 04 | 
contrary -to what we intend. 

The Romans knew this by ex 
perience : they baniſhed. all their 
Criminals © into Sardina, and ſent 
Jews thither too: they were ob- 
liged to be contented under their 
lols, which the contempt they had 
for thoſe ene made ne ny 
——— e 

Ee t as mi 

ed to 2 the Turks of the 
means of their ſubſiſting great Ar- 
mies upon his Frontiers, tranſpor- 
ted almoſt all the Armenians out of 
their own Country, and ſent above 
twenty thouſand: amilics of them 
into the Province of: Cuilan, where 
they moſt of them er in a very 
ſnort time. 3 

All the Mi Pe: le to 
Conſtantinople arp ill 1 

The prodigious number of Ne- 
groes before ſpoken of has not filled 
Amtes. hs 

Ever ſince the deſtruction ofthe 

Jews 


It muſt therefore: be granted that 
great depapulations are almaſt irre- 
parable; becauſe: a People that i 
diminiſhed to a certain degree, 80 
mains in the ſame condition ; aud 
if by chance they do gather up 
gain, it requires whole t Its 
Fruit their laſſ ess. 
But if in a ſtate of decay the let 
af the circumſtances beforemention- 
ed happens to concur ; it is not an 
ly never to be made up <_ but 
it grows worſe and worſe daily, ani 
the Nation is drawing to its end. 
The expulſion of the Moors out 
of Spain is {till as much ſelt a a 
the firſt day : their vacancy! is ſo 
far from cloſing up, that it grows 
every day greater and greater. 

Since the depopulation of An 
rica, the Spaniards that came in tb 
room of its ancient Inhabitants 
have not been able to repeople it; 
on the contrary, by a fatality which 
I might better call the — 
. ce, 


* 


ſelves, 
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dice, the Deſtropem — ol 
and rot — — hg 
Princes therefore muff not th 
EN 22 — by G5. 
yok cog do nos , they over 
ſucceed : "= arc matos 
fo happy, that the Inhabitants anul- 
tiply continually ; witneſa thoſe 
the! * which were peopled by afew 
Diſtempered folks that ſome Ships 
left there, where: they immediately 
recovered their healths. 

But tho' ſuch Colonies ſhou'd al- 
ways ſucceed, they rather divide than 
encreaſe the Power, unleſs they are 
of very ſmall extent, and juſt ſuch 
as are neceſſary to inhabit s ples 
uſeful in — N 

The Carthaginians as well as the 
Spaniards had found out America, 
or at leaſt ſome great Iflands where 
they drove @ prodigious Trade: but 
when they found the number of 
their 1 — decreaſe, that wife 
Republic forbad that Trade.. M 
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I mightventure to maintain, tha 
inſtead of ſending Spaniards" inth 
the Indies, they ſhow'd rather bri 
all the Indians and all the Meh 
into Spain they ſhould reſtore 0 
that Monarchy all its diſperſed Sub 
ects : and if but half of thoſe great 
Colonies'were left, Spain wou'd be 
the moſt formidable power in E 
m_ | 4 
We may compare Empires toz 
Tree, whoſe Branches when too 
far extended draw all the nouriſh 
ment from the Trunk, and are good 
for nothing but ſhade. © 
Nothing ſhou'd cure Prin 
more of the madneſs of diſtant Con ] 
queſts than the example of the Pw Will ( 
fi 
d 


zugueze and Spaniards. 

Thoſe two Nations having with 
inconceivable rapidity conquered Bil; 
immenſe Kingdoms; more anazet n 
at their own Victories, that the con 


quered Nations were at their de- i 
cat, they next conſidered of me-: d 
thods to preſerve them: they both o 


took different ways. | 
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The Spaniards,” deſpairing of re- 
taining the conquered Nations in 
their fſubjection, reſolved to exter- 
minate them, and to ſend Loyal 
Subjects out of Spain in their room: 
never was horrid deſign ſo punctu- 
ally executed. A People as nume- 
rous as all the Nations in Europe 2 
together, were cut off from the face 
of the earth by thoſe Barbarians, 
who when they had diſcovered the 
Indies ſeemed alſo reſolved to diſco- 
yer to the world the utmoſt pitch 
of Cruelty. _ ; 
By this barbarity they kept thoſe 
Countries under their dominion. 
Judge by this what à fatal — 
Conqueſt is, when theſe are its ef- 
fects. For indeed this bloody expe- 
dient was the only one: how was 
it poſſible they ſnould hold ſo ma- 
ny millions of men in their obedi- 
ence? How cou'd they have carried 
on a Civil War at ſuch a remote 
diſtance? What wou'd have become 
of them, if they had given time to 
thoſe People to recover out of the 
con- 
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conſternation they were in, at tbe 
arrival of thoſe new Gods, and thy 
terror of their Thunder 7 | 
As to the Portugueze, they took 
2 quite different method: they di 
not make uſe of Cruelties; and 
therefore they were ſoon driven out 
of the Countries they had diſcoyer 
ed: the Dutch favoured the Rebe 
lion of thoſe Nations, and mad; 
their own advantage of it. 
What Prince wou'd envy the ſaꝶ 
of theſe Conquerors? who won 
have any of theſe conqueſts upoj 
ſuch conditions? The one were pre 
ſently driven ont of them; the © 
thers made them nothing but Ds 
farts, and made their own Countrige 
little better. WV 
It is the fate of Heroes to null 
themſelves in conquering of Cour 
tries which they loſe again imme 
diately z or in ſubduing of Nations 
which they are — to deſtroy, 
like that madman who ſpent 
eſtate in buying Statues which i 
threw into the , eg 
| hic 
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which he broke as foon as he had 


them, 


Paris, $:h of the Moon 
Rhamazan, 1718, 


LETTER CXVIII. 
Usbek to the ſame. 


IIdneſs of Government con- 
V1 tributes vaſtly to the increaſe 
of mankind. All Republics are a 
convincing Proof of this ; but nane 
ſo much as S$1w;/erland:and Holland, 
two the worſt Countries in Exropr, 
if we conſider the nature of their 
Land, and yet the fulleſt of People. 


4 


than Liberty, and Opulence which 
always follows it; the former is 
courted for its own ſake; and the 
Calls of nature attract men to thoſe 


Countries where the latter is to be 
found. 


The 


Nothing invites Strangers more 
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The ſpecies multiplies where 
hy s a ſufficiency for the Chi 
dren without leſſening the Subſtang 
of their Parents. 

The Equality of the Inhabitant 
which uſually produces an equaliy 
in their fortunes, brings Plenty, ani 
conveys Life into every part of tht 
Body Politic. 

Tt he cafe is otherwiſe where th 
Government is Deſpotic : the Princy 
Fan Courtiers, and a few private ma 
roſs all the Riches, -whillt tit 
re languiſh in extreme want ati 
miſery. | (41 4 
If a man is in narrow circuns 
ſtances, and finds himſelf hkelyt 
beget children poorer than him 
ſelf, he will decline marrying; d 
if he does marry, he will be afrail 
of having too great a number 0 
children, who may. utterly und 


him, and be in a worſe conditio q 
themſelves than their Father wat. 
Sri: :: * 
The ruſtick or es I o bes R 


wn N b 


ing once marry” 
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ommonwealth alike, whether he 
de rich or poor: he values not that: 
e's ſure to leave his Children one 
Inheritance, his Plow; ſo nothing 
ever hinders him from blindly fol- 
owing the inſtinct of Nature. 
But of what -uſe to a State' are 
theſe heaps of Children that pine 
away their lives in Beggary-and In- 
digence? many of 'em 22 as faſt 


a they re born: they ſeldom or ne- 
vc proſper: feeble and weak, they 
che by retail a thouſand different 

ways, or by wholeſale are fwept a- 


way by frequent popular diſtemper 
which a bal rt at poverty — 
fail to produce: ſuch as eſcape free, 
attain the Age of manhood, with- 
out having the ſtrength of it, and 
droop away the remainder of their 
Lives in a wretched deſtitution e- 
yen of neceſſaries. ty 
Men are like Plants, that never 
flouriſh if they are not well culti- 
vated: among a miſerable People, 
bo the ſpecies loſes of its number, and 


the ſometimes degenerates over and a- 


- France 
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France can furniſh us with a ſul 
ficient proof of this. In che lug 
Wars, the fear of being liſted fy 
Soldiers obliged moſt of the young 
— 0 marry z and that tod in 
e Age, and in the 
Lay 2 5 thole 
2 — prung multitudes 
Children, that are now miſſing in 
France, and whom Miſery, Faminl 
and Diſtempers have caus'd- to df 
appear. t 
| Now if in. ſo happy a climam lc 
ſo regular a Government as Frans ll i 
there is room for ſuch obſervation 
as theſe z. what Nall we 151 of otter t 
Nations? 5 | / 
1 | | 


Paris, 23d of thi 33 7 
Rhamagan,' 1718. | 


MK, — 


A gy, tin oo Hy 


Lg 7 


\ 
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uh 

10 * ETTER. CxIx. 

f Ubek to Mollah Mehemet Ali, 
keeper of che three o 1825 

41 at Com. 1 0% 

i. THAT dong vs filing of 

ine the Imaums, and the 


ll dechs of the Mollahs? Twice Has 
the hand of God been heavy/on the 
Children of the Law : the Sun wraps 


ey 
ol it ſelf up in Clouds, or if he ſhines. 
ons 
L 


out, 'tis only to make their over- 
throw the more conſpicuous: their 
Armies aſſemble, 
like duſt before the wind. 

The Empire of the Ozmins has 
receiv'd two ſuch blows it never 
felt before; a Chriftian 'Muf7i has 
much ado to keep it from fallin 
the Grand Yizir of Germany is t 6 


moves he carries with him the wrath 


are ſcatter'd 


ſcourge of God, ſent to chaſtiſe the 
followers of Onur z Wherever he 


of Heaven, and pours it forth up- 
on 


— 
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2 their Rebellion and Perſidiou 
Neis. 1 | IL 

Sacred Spirit of he Huilunks, that 
weepeſt night and day over thi 
Children of the Prophet whom thi 
deteſtable Omar has caus'd to 
aſtray: thy Bowels are mod 
their misfortunes : thou deſireſt then 
converſion, and not their deſtrudtion 
thou: deſireſt to ſee them united 
under the Banner of Hay by the 
tears of the Saints, and not di 
pers'd among the mountains and i 
1 by the terror of the I 


34 1 itim = Tx 
Paris, 1/7. of the Moon 
Chalval, . 


: 


— ——ë . | — 
LITT ER CXX. 
ei 


AEN are at a loſs, in all Rel 
| g10ns, concerning the pfles 


ſures defign'd for ſuch as have ry 
5 | een 


— 


2 


Perſian Letters; 179 
11. The wicked may be ſcared 


y 2 long detail of pains and tor- 
ents, with which they are 
reatn'd : but as for the virtuous, 
hat promiſes to make to them, 
en know not: it ſeems as if it were 
ential to the nature of all pleaſures 
be ſhort · liv d: fancy can 22 * 
pure to it ſelf an — W 
l have ſeen deſcriptions: of Pa- 
liſe capable of diſguſting all men 
right underſtanding: ſome repre- 
nit ry happy ſhades inceſſantlyx 
aying on the Flute: others con- 
mn em to the puniſhment. of eter- 
ly walking about ; others again 
ill have thoſe above to be always 
uſing on their miſtreſſes here — 
w, not thinking a hundred. mil- 
dns of years term long enough to 
ake *em loſe the reliſn of theſe | 
norous inquietudes. 
This brings to my mind a. uk 
heard told by one who had been 
the Mogul's Country; it ſhews 
e Wit the Indian Prieſts are no 
ore fruitful than the others in the 
Vo. II. I ideas 


— 


eli⸗ 


290 Perſian Lernen, 
idloas they have of che pleaſure | 
Paradiſe. . | 
4 Woman that had. jut 
eee the Town to beg 
imon to let her burn her dd 
Ma hometuns they aboliſh thb em 
cuſtom as much as oY 
gave her à flat refuſal. 
W hen ſhe. ſaw hey 10k 
fectual, ſhe flew into a viola 
fion. Was ever ſuch hard uſages 
this, eryꝰ'd ſhe, that a poo 
man ſhould not have leave" to by 
her ſelf when ſhe-has a mind to 
was ever the like ſeen? My N 
ther, my Aunt, my Sifters, they 
— rms ice = and wh 
— to do the like, he falls il 
a paſſion, and forms af me 


madman. 
There happen'd to be reden 
Bongo, or Prieſt. ku 


| 2 ernour to him, this i850 
doing Was n 


Perſian b t 

ry - into the 1 5 57 hraln. ths 
xd, not 1 S he, I never” 
her in tt; bur if wo 
ruled b 7a; e al cbuſummate 
r facrifice ; ſhe Will do an an 
ell pleaſing to rhe God Haus, nor 
ill the fait of being well reward. 
j, for ſhe ſhallſurely find her Huf- 
ind in the other world, and be 
arry'd to him over again, How ? 


ies the woman in a terrible fright, 
burn 


y yp ſelf; burn my ſelf for him? a 
cviſh, jealous-pated wrereh, and ſo 
d too, that if the God Bragua has not 
rought ſome changeam him, I'm 
re he has no occaſion for me: _ 
m my ſelf for him; Noe, 
wo 


t the tip of my little 
deem him from the hole 
Hell: two old Bonzes, wheth'tT 
nſulted, and whe knew what 
anner of lite J led with Him, took 
re, I thank them, to conceal this 


it no other preſent to'make — 
this, he as een” "Him 


t from me: but if the God Brams 
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nounce my Religion, and turn My 


12 thee here roman ; 


is ſecur'd, the Prince that was 
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himſelf 3 I'll have none of that Be 
titude. Mr. Governour, I here 


metan and as for you, ſaid ſhe, lod 
ing on the Bonze, you may go d 
tell my Husband that I never q 
joyed a better ſtate of health 

all my life. a 


Paris, 24 of the Moon 
Chalyal, 1718. 


r 
LIT TIA CXXL 
Rica zo Usbek. | 


mean time I ſend thee thy It 
ters which came from pal 
mine adviſe that the Great Mogi 
Embaſſador has been order'd | 
withdraw out of the Kingdat 
Tis added, that the King's Und 


truſted with the King's educatid 
and that they have conyey'd il 


= 
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d a ſtrong Caſtle, where he's ve- 
ſtrictly confin d; and withal, that 
ey have degraded him, and ſtript 
im of all his honours. I am con- 
rn'd at this Prince's misfortunes, 
nd lament his fate. | 

I own to thee, Usbek, that I ne- 
er law the Tears of any Perſon 
ickle down, without being moy'd 
ith Compaſhon. I have a feel- 
g for the unhappy, as if none but 
y were Men: and even thoſe in 
ower, towards whom I have a 
eart of ſtone when they are in the 
eight of their Proſperity, I can't 
elp loving them the moment they 
l into Diſgrace. 


th 1 


hat have they to do with an im- 
rtinent Tenderneſs ? it looks too 
uch like equality: they much 
ther chuſe Reſpect, which requires 
0 manner of return; but as ſoon 
they are fallen from their Gran- 
ur, nothing but our Lamentati- 
s can make them recal to their 
nds the Idea of their former high 
ondition. I 3 Me- 


And indeed, in their proſperity 


— "= = = — * 3 — — = 
EC — — — — 
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Methinks there is fomething y 
natural, and even very great 
the Saying of a certain Prince, yl 
being juſt ready to fall into his] 
nemies Power, ſeeing his QOout 
yy 8 about him all an te 
5 1A} S he, b OUr tears, ta 
Pm ſtill = 4 6 5 


Paris, 34 of the Moon 
| Chalyal, 1718. 


* 


ts. 


* » 
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Lerrctr CXXII. 
| Rica 70 Ibben, at Smirts, 


HOU haft a thouſand tint 
1 Heard of the famous King 
Sweden ; he was beſicging = put 
m a Kingdom call'd Nerway ; 
he was viſiting the Trehches wi 
only one Engineer, he receiv\d 
ſhot in his head, which kall'd bi 
upen the ſpot. His Chief Mu 
ſter was immediately ſecur'd, 
States met, and ſentenc'd him © 
| laſt his head. tk 


— 


He was accus'd of a very high 


Nation, and creating in the King 
diffidence of his people; an of 
ence, in my opinion, worthy of % 
nouſand Deaths. | 0 

For in ſhort, if it is an ill acti- 
n to blacken in the mind of one's 


hat is it to traduce a whole peo- 
le, and rob them of the Good-will 
pf him, whom Providence has ſet 
p to make them happy ? 

I would have men {peak to Kings 
15 the Angels {ſpeak to our holy 
Prophet. 1 N 
Thou knoweſt that in the ſacred 
banquets, whore the Lord of; Lords 


Throne in the world, to commu- 
nicate himſelf to his flaves, I us'd 
0 r it a ſevere law to my ſelf 
to curb an unruly tongue. I was 
never ſeen to let flip the leaſt word 
that could be offenſive to the mean- 
eſt of his Subjects: though I was 


14 briety, 
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time, namely Calumniating che 


prince the loweft of his Subjects, 


deſcends from the moſt ſublime 


lometimes oblig'd to lay afide So- 
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prompted to it: which makes thy 


ſter operates upon thoſe Paſſions; 
by them he directs his Miniſtry : it 


other aim: the Courtiers debaud 
him by their Flattery, and he mot 
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briety, yet I never quitted oi 
Honeſty; and in that trial of 
Fidelity I risk'd my Life, but g 
ver my Virtue. | 

I know not how 1t happens, hi 
there's hardly ever a Prince ſo hal 
but his Minifter is worſe : if 
commits any ill action he is fil 


' 


the ambition of Princes is never 
dangerous, as baſeneſs of foul | 
his Counſellors : but is it not ſtrani 
for a man that ſtept into the N 
niſtry but yeſterday, that perky 
to-morrow will be out again, 1 
a moment to become an enemy 
himſelf, his family, his county 
and a nation yet to come out 
the loins of that very peopl 
whoſe deſtruction he is going 
compals ? 

A Prince has Paſſions, the Min 


has no other aim, nor will haveat 


dung 
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ounſels, with the deſigns he puts 
im upon, and the maxims whic 
ge lays down to him. 1 


aris, 25th of the Moon 
Saphar, 1719. SYN | . 


LITT IR COX, 
Rica te Usbek. 


Was paſſing the other day over 
the Pont Neuf with a friend of 
ine: he met a man of his ac- 
uaintance, who he faid was a Ge- 


pearance ſpoke as much, for he 
as in a profound Meditation: 
y friend was forced to pull him 
the fleeve a conſiderable time, 
ad to ſhake and jogg him to make 
m deſcend to him: ſo buſy was his- 
ad about a Curve which perhaps 
had been hammering his brains 
ſeuggoa for eight days before: great 
vilities pals'd between them, and 

I's they: 


jangerouſly flatters him with his 


metrician z and indeed his whole 
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they mutually inform'd each oth 
in the news of the Learned won 
theſe diſcourſes led them to 1 
door of the Coffee-houle, hen 


LI enter'd along with them. 


J obſerv'd 7 our Geometrigi 
an was receiv'd by every body wil 
great offici and that th 
boys of the Coffce-houſe paid hi 
much more reſpeCt than they d 
to two Muſqueteers who were 
the corner of the room; 28 
him, he ſeem'd to like the pl 
he was in very well: he unwril 
led his brow a little, and began 
look chearful and laugh, asif 
had not the leaſt tincture of Geo 
metry in his whole compoſition 
Mean time, with great exact 
he meaſur'd every thing that 


faid in converſation: he reſenbi 


one that in a Garden with Ik 
Sword cuts off the heads of flow 
ers that rife up above the reſt: 


Slave, nay, a Martyr to Regular 


he was a much offended . at ul 
thing that look'd like a 102 
8 Wi 
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Wit, as a tender eye is by too 
frong a light ; nothing te him 
was indifferent, provided it was 
true; and accordingly his conyer- 
ſation was pretty lar. He 
was come that day out of the 
country, in company of a man 
who had been to ſee à noble 
Caſtle, and very ane Gardens: 
for his part, he ſaw nothing in it 
but a building of _ faxty foot in 
front, upon five and thirty in 
depth, and a wood of ten Acres, in 
the form of a Parallellogram: he 
would have had the rules of Per- 
ſpective obſery'd in ſuch a man- 
ner, as that the walks of the Ave» 
nues might have appear'd through+ - 
out of one and the ſame. breadth ;. 
and he would have laid down an 
infallible method of doing it: he 
ſeem'd hugely pleas d with a Dial 
he met wirh there of a very odd. 
contrivance, and was furiouſly angry 
at a learned man that ſat next me, 
who unhappily ask'd him if the 
Dial ſhow'd the Babylonian hours, 

Another 


by 


Avent 
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Another in the room was talki 

of the bombarding the Caſtle 
Fontarabia upon which he p 
ſently gives us the properties a 
nature of the line which the Bomb 
had deſcrib'd in the Air, and be 


ing oyerjoy'd at this his knowledgy 


he never {ſo much as enquir'd, nt 
defir'd to know, what uccels the 
bombardment had. Another pet: 
ton was complaining that he hai 
been ruin'd the winter before q 
an inundation : I'm glad of it with 
all my heart, ſays the Geometts 
cian, I find I was right in the ob 
ſervation JI made, and that there 
fell at leaſt two inches of water 
upon the earth, more than the yea 
before. \/ . 2:0 8 

A moment after this he welt 
out, and we follow'd him: walk 
ing very faſt, and 'neglecting"t6 
look before him, he ran full butt 
againſt another Man: it was a vio 
lent ſhock 3 and each of them It 
bounded back, in proportion to h 


relſpective velocity and bulk, ro 
wh , 


— — 1 a a4 


— 
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no fou! on one another in this manner, 
tas ſome time before they could 
recover themſelves: at laſt the o- 
ther Man, with his hand up at his 


forehead, ſays to the Geometrician, 
Tm very glad you run againſt 
me, for I have great news to tell 


nu you : I have juſt now publiſn'd my 
teh Horace. Horace! ſays the Geome- 
pen trician: it has been publiſn'd theſe 
bal two thouſand years. Lou dont 
U underſtand me, ſays the other: *tis 
via tranſlation of that ancient Author 


which I have juſt now publiſh'd; 
I have been twenty years employed 
in Tranſfat ions... 45 Ru 
How, Sir? ſaid the Geometri- 
cian; have you; been twenty years 
without thinking? you ſpeak for 


wen] others, and they think for you? 
al Don't you believe, Sir, ſays the 
U scholar, that I have done the Pub- 


lic conſiderable ſervices in making 
the reading of yoog Authors fami- 


1 i liar to them? I don't abſolutely 
o ü ay ſo: I've as great a value as o- 
lig chers for the ſublime Genius's 
411 _ | whom 
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whom dreſs up in dilghilt; 
put 0 ee be nde them i} 
the leaſt ; for bt 2 tranſlate 
to Eternity, you'll never be tu 
lated your ſelf. 

Tcoadations are like — 
„which in proportion 

fame value as * of voy — 


and are of much 232 
the profits: hs — Of are be 
. rev 


hat 
1 — ov ſoy, tha of: ithu Huſtrious Dead 


du give em andel 
IS ogy +" tha f 2 425 t endow "tl 
ith Life, 3 — Niall: wanting! 
it to ani mate | 
. by don t you rather a ly yol 
ſelf to the ſeareh of © and 
glorious gy m—_— __ be call 
7 wh ter wi. ſhort admow 
tion they parted, not Over · ſat 
with one another, your may 
believe. 
Paris, thelaſt of the Moon. 
KRebiab, 19. 


1 


Rica ra „% 


Shall entertain thee in this Let- 
ter, with an account of a cer» 
tain. people called -Znteligencers or 
New/mongers, Who meet in a fpa- 
cious Garden, where their idleneſs 
eontinually finds employment: they 
are of no manner of uſe to the 
State, and have been talking theſe 
ifty years to as mach purpole, as if 
they had ſo long juſt faid nothing at 
mn: however, they fancy them- 
ſelves eonfiderable-people, becauſe 
their thoughts are taken up with 
magnificent projects, and are buſy*d. 
in nothing But great alfairs. 
The Baſis of their converſation 
k 2n impertinent and ridiculous cu- 
nofity: there is no Cabinet io. 
cloſe, which they don't pretend to 
penetrate into: they won't allow 
themſelves to be ignorant of any 
thing: they know the exact * 
50 ET. 
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ber of our Auguſt Sultan's Wiye; 
how many Children he gets in ai 
year; and although they're at nf 
expence for ſpies, they are through 
ly inform'd of the meaſures he j 
taking to reduce the exorbitant 
wer of the Emperor of the Turk 
and that of the Moguls. * 
They have no ſooner exhauſted 
the Preſent, but they ſhoot" them: 
ſelves into the Future; and being 
before-hand with Providence, the 
prevent the Almighty. in all ſublu- 
nary proceedings: they lead a Ge. 
neral by the hand; and after they 
have prais'd him for a. thouſand. 
fooleries which he never did com- 
mit, they prepare a thouſand mom 
for him, which he never will. 
Armies they make fly like Crancy 
and. Walls fall down as if they were 
made of Paſteboard: they have 
bridges upon all Rivers, ſecret pal- 
ſages through all Mountains, im- 
menſe magazines amidſt burning 


ſands: they want nothing but theit 
ſenſes. | F 
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A man with whom 1 lodge re- 
ceived the following Letter from 
one of this tribe, which I took a 
copy of, on account of its ſingu- 
larity. | 


SIR, 


Am ſeldom miſtaken in my con». 


jectures, on the affairs of the times: 
the firſ of Janu 1711 7 foretold 


in 
ks that the Emperor Joſeph would die 
ly a the courfe of a year 5 if is true 

Col bat as he was then in very pos. 
hey £24174, I thought I ſhould we”, my 
= TI 70 be laught at, if I had been 


explicate; for which reaſon I made 
uſe of terms ſomewhat Ænigmatical; 
but people that know how to reaſon, 
#nderſiood me perfectly well. 


n 

= As ſoon as the war was declared 
ave between the Emperor and the Turks, 
paſ- { went and look'd out for all the 


Gentlemen of our fraternity in every 
corner of the Tuilleriesz I conven d 
em to meet at the Fountain, and 
oretold 'em that Belgrade would be 
leſieg d and taken: 1 was ſo fortu- 

nate 
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note as 1 find my preditrion fulſili 
if is true, that about the minds ii 


#he fiege 1 wager' d a hundred Piſhals 


that it would be taken the eighteen 
of Auguſt *; it was not talen til 
the day after. That a man ſhout 
loſe, that was ſo near the Gam! 
When. 1 found the Spanith Fe 
Janding their Men in Sardinia, 1 
zudg d they would. make s Conguel 
# : as 1 ſaid ſo it happen d. P 
up with this. ſucceſs, I added, thi 
#his victorious Fleet would go a 
mate a deſcent at Final, in order # 
Longuer the Milaneſe. Finding 1 
notion not readily received, I reſolve 
to ſupport it with a bigh band: | 
betted fifty Piſtales, and loſs them id | 


Treaties, [ent bis Fleet into Sicily, al 
trick'd at once two great Politiciaty 
the Duke of Savoy and my ſelf. 11 
Sir, has fo confounded me, that 1 
wow reſolv'd to prophecy on, but i 
er to lay WYagers again. Form) 


Grammar. _ _ 


AT pp. | £Þ 
thi 
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this practice of laying Wagers war ttt 
known in the Tuillczies 5 and the Tate 


mn; but fince a pack of pert Coxcombs 
W have intruded amongſt us, we know 
not whereabouts we are. Me uo ſooner 
open our mouths to tell a piece Y news, 
but up farts one of rheſt yottng Fellows, 
and challenges you, he'll lay you any 
wager to the contrary. 


Manuſcript, and fitting my ſpeFtncles 
to my noſe, one of theſe Baths lays 

hold of the interval between the fi 
word and the fem, /ays 16 me, Ile 
bett a hundred Piftoles upon the Nr 
gative. I made as if 1. did wot mind 
what he ſaid, and promeding in 1 
louder voice than before, Jays 1, the 
3 de having mth 
genre. It's falfe, ſays be, your 
BEWWS 18 always 
here is not the leaf * of commun 
wh ” | 


to Imd me thirry Pi 


M. the C. d. L. did not allow of 


Another day, as T was opening My 


ful of - impertenence, 
that you will 


k 2 — hy 4 


— yy 3 
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affairs: I ſend you the copy of tay 
Letters, which I wrote to the Chig 

Miniſter. | 
| Ian, Cc. 
Letter from the Intelligencer. 
to the Chief Miniſter. 


My Lox, 


Am the moſt zealous Subjett tit 
King ever had; *twas I that obig 
one of my friends to execute a projet 
which. I had form'd of a Book, tou 
monſtrate that Lewis the Grand u 
the greateſt Prince that ever deſerd\ 
that Title. I have been long emploi 
upon another Work, which" will A 
yet more honour to-our Nation, if yo 
Lordſbip pleaſes to grant me @ Pt 
tent : my defign is to prove, thi 
fince the beginning of the Monardl, 
the French have never once l 
beaten; and that all that bas Wi 
hitherto ſaid to the contrary by i 
Hiſtorians, are downright lies; Fu 
oblig'd to ſet them right in many - 
Ticulam 


a ws 


8 
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jiculars, and I will be bold to ſay, 
that no man exceeds me in the critical 
A rt o | 


My Lo Rp, 


Aving loſt M. the C. d. L. we 
beg you would be pleas'd to let 
s chuſe a Preſident : our conferences 
are in great diſorder, and the Affairs 
F State are not diſcuſs'd therein with 
that regularity they us'd to be : our 
oung men behave themſelves without 
the leaſt regard to their ſeniors, and 
without any diſcipline among tbem- 
ſelves : *tis the very counſel of Reho- 
doam, wherein the young men pre- 
cribe to the old. In vain we repre- 
ſent to them, that we were in peace- 
able poſſeſſion of the Tuilleries twenty 
years before they were born; I believe 
Phey'll quite drive us out in time; and 
hen they have oblig d us to quit thoſe 
places, where we have ſo oftts call d 
up the Ghoſts of our French Heroes, 
we muſt go and hold our conferences 
in 
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in the King's garden, Fan am n. 
a Place. 

7 am, *. 


Paris, 7th of the Moon » = 
Gemmadi 2, 1719. 15 * 


: — - * — 4 
7 * 0 
——ͤ— — — — —— 
- 


Lerre « CXXV. 
Rhedi to Rica, at Paris. 


NE of the things 1 wil 
exerciſed gd curioſity, aſterg 
arrival. in Europe, was the Hitag 
and Origin o Re publics. Tha 
knoweſt that . che A4fiati 
have not ſo much as * leaſt ide 
of this ſort of Government, and 
that their imagination never cxtea 
ed ſo far as to comprehend, that 
cou'd poſſibly be any "other io 
than he Deſpotic. thraughout, ti 
world. 
The firſt governments were Mg 
narchical: "twas only by _ | 
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aa length of time, that Republics 
formed. een e 


brrece having been ſwallow'd up 
by a Do new inhabitants came 
Wo repcople it: ſhe had almoſt all 
er colonies from Egypr, and the 
reſt AMfatit Countries: and thoſe 
Countries being governd by Rings, 
he people that came out of them 
vere governed in the like manner. 
But the 22 of we Princes 
growing too avy, the | 
hook of the — and 8 pe 
broken remains of fo. many King- | 
doms aroſe thoſe Republics: which. 
ade Greece ſo very nora > 2 Fa 
ly polite country amidſt Barba- 
"ans. . 
The love of liberty, and averſion 
d Kings, preſerv'd Greece a long 
ime in a ſtate of independence, 
nd very far extended the Repub- 
ican government. The Cities of 
reece found Allies in Afa Minor: 
hey ſent thither Colomes as free 
s themſelves, which were as fo 
any ramparts againſt the ee” 


* * 
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of the King of Perſia. This n 
not all: Greece peopled zaly; lia 
Spain, and perhaps Gaul. Tig ng 
torious that the great Heſperia, 
famous among the ancients, was 
the beginning Greece, which wa 
look'd upon Fr its neighbours 4 
the ſeat of F cp the Greeks not 
finding at home that happy Cour 
try, went and look'd for it in a 
thoſe in Italy, in Spain; . thoſe a 
Spain, in Betica or Portugal, ſo that 
all theſe © Regions went by thi 
Name among, the Ancients. Tix 
Greek Colonies carry'd along with 
'em a ſpirit of liberty, which the 
had aſſum'd from that kindly C 
mate. And accordingly we ſeldom 
or never, in thoſe remote time 
meet with Monarchies in i 
Spain, or either of the Gauls. We 
ſhall ſee by and by, that the people 
of the North and of Germany welt 
no leſs free than the others: at 
if there are | appearances. of all 
thing like Royalty among em, Il 
is becauſe their leaders of Armucs 


r heads of Neradlie, Were. mi- 


en for Kings. ont 
all this happen'd in Eupope's as 

0 or Aſia and AS By Were ever i 
S OS Dprels'd with Del; 3 K 
eg ſome Towns o ths Minor al- 

tf 


ady taken 1 notice or- ; and the Re- 
ublic of Carthage in Afri. "5 


ui Thc World was divided between 
oo powerful Republi 155 Rome and 
of arthage : non is o well known | 
that 


ny ublic; and not ng 1a lietle hom : 
Ti: i the. Ws of.t at of Cartbage- 
we are utterly. ignorant of the ſucy - 
they lion of African Princes after Di- 

dor do we know by what f 


no owcr. The prodigious increaſe 
ah the Roman Republic would 3 
We ve been a great bleſſing to Man- | 
ond, had there not been that un- 


| aoable difference between... the 
tizens of Rome and the conquer 


overnours - of -Provinces a more 
nited Authority; 3 had 1 paid 
Vol. II. * 
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jeans they came to loſe their 


lations ; had they given to the 


dus a 


— 


. 
Letter: 
Perſon 

2.04 


thoſe Lan 
regard Divine 
ſtrain their Tyranny 
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| ſtance, in Africa, the Gaths in Sy 
depos'd: their Kings wheneyer d 


were diſſatisfy'd with them; 


the others too abridg'd' the gu 
rity of the Prince a thouſand v 


We x number of Lords took fl 


with him; a War w- W 
enter d upon without their 
ſent; the Plunder was divide 
tween the General and the 
diers; no taxation in fayour off 


4 


Prince; the Laws were made ij 


ſemblies of the Whole N 
Such was the fundamental p 
ple of all thoſe States that 
form'd out of the wrecks of 


F f 
p 4 „ 


Venice, 20th of the Anse 
- FRY 1h, rk OY 
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it 


o 


pe. | Fry : 4 AY | 7 : : 45; 4 | 
m 
Rica 7 9 ” . 


a 


w 


'OME five or fix Months ago 
) 1 was in a Coffee-Houle, where 
obſerv'd a Gentleman very well 
bited in company with others, 
ho were very attentive to him: 
Subject of his diſcourſe was the 


j- 


condition, that he was obliged 
live in the Country. I have, 
7s he, fifteen thoufand Livres year- 
income in Land; I ſhould be 
ch happier with à fourth part 
it in Money and portable effects. 
is to no purpoſe to preſs my Te- 
ts, and ſue em for Arrears, I 
ake em but the more inſolent: I. 
ver yet could"ſee'a hundred Pi- 
les together: were I to owe ten 
duſand Livres, they would ſeize 
Lands, and I ſhould be utterly 


R K 3 — i 


ealures of Paris; and he lamented 


3 | 1 went m Way; . ebe ccd | | 
what he had been ſaying; 1 
| Fus yeſterday to be in that he 


breaking 
m ruin'd; I have not where 


as will lye under N 


but hal 


ourhood I enter'd into the wlll 
houſe, and ſaw a grave man withi 
pale long viſage, who in the mill 
of fave or fix talkers ſeem d 
very dull and melancholy; at 
ont, Gentlemen,” op 


ad 
vo 


al to me bread ;z I have 
2 by me two hundred the 

Avres in Bank Notes, and 4 
dred thouſand Crowns in ſpecie 
in à terrible condition; I thoug 
my ſelf Rich, and am 4 Boone 
had I methinks but one ſlip of Il 
88 to, I might be ſure of Vi 


thing; but I have not i» cu 


of my Hat. 

1 chane'd to turn Abet, obl 
another man m n 
i he had been p 
mall we truſt, ery 25 be ? "Tok 
a Sum of Mony 25 of pure Frick 
ſhip, and the Raſcal to pay q 
3 * 50 


AM 


\ 


i baſe. wer lan e 
| y do as he thall, ne 
b we a good Let f him again 
long as I live. 
At his Elbow ſat another ſhab» 
y dreſt, who lifting up the eggs 
| his ches; Heaven proſper, cries 
, the Schemes of our Miniſters; 
| ay 1 ſec Stock at two thouſand, 
call the Lacquies in Paris richer 
en their Maſters. I had the cu- 
ody to ask his Name, and was 
7 in he was extremely | 
Bad as poor a Trade, is a Ge- 
ealogiſt, and hopes that his trade 
ll turn up; tramp, it Fertune- 
ing contianes thus, and that 
che rich Upſtarts will have c- 
nion for him to reform their 
me, new- mould their Anceſtors, 
d embelliſl, their Coaches: he. 
1 (Piicies that he thall have the mak- 

4 * Nen ot Quality. as he 
he skips for joy that 
ro: have full — — 
| Afterwards came in an old, pale, 
her ' d W of a Man, whom 


1 * 1 
. ” 
G 
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I knew to be a Coffee-Houſe N 

litician before he fat down: be 

not of the number of thoſe wi 

habe a triumphant aſſuranee apaul 

all viciſſitudes of Fortune, and 

ſage nothing but victories and ity 

- | phies : no, he was one of "tha 
8 Tremblers who deal in nothing li 
ſad News. Affairs have but ag 
aſpect on the fide of Spain, I 

he; we have no Cavalry upon 
Frontier, and *tis to be fear'd Prinali 

Pio, who is very ſtrong in Hoi 

will lay all Languedoc under Con 
bution? 15%: 75992 6035 
Over-againſt me fat a Phu 
pher, none of the beſt account 

Who took this News-monger uit 

his compaſſion, and lifted up W 
ſhoulders as faſt as the other 
his voice: I drew near to h 

and he whiſpers me; That Pup 
there, ſays he, has been this bon 
entertaining us with his fears 
Languedoc; whereas I diſcover! 

\ yeſterday a ſpot in the Sun, whith 
if it ſhauld ſpread, would conta, 


gJ_— FT 4 


we cd Wand ans , fs 


— s 
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ie Whale Ho of is and 


Fa = this while, e 06 


"Ramazan, 1719s, FO. OOTY 


| Lis * ITY ©” Ex 
b..4 JE : x — 
Ries ob 8 a+ e 


my Went the 2 Rag to be a large. 
Library in a Convent of Der- 
viſes, who are the Depoſitaries or 
Truſtees appointed to Rep it but: | 
ey are obliged to let. any body? 
come in at certain hours 
Entring in, I ſaw a grave man 
walking about in the midſt of num 
berleſs multitudes of Volumes; I 
made up to him, and deſir d him 
to tell me what books. thoſe were 
that were better bound chan * 
relt : Sir, , "lays he, I am here in a 
ſtrange land Ido not know a ſingle 
dul in it: I am frequently ask d 
K 7 the 
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the ſame queſtions: as you now ak 
me z but you de not think EA 
read all theſe Books in order ta 
tisfie them: my Library - Keepe 
ſhall anſwer your queſtion, for he 
is employed night and day in ms 
folding theſe things: he's a gaod-fob 
nothing.wretch, and a dead weight 
upon our hands, for he does 
work for the Convent: but harky 
the bell rings for dinner; ſuch & 
are at the head of a Community 
as I am, oughs ever to be the fil 
at all the Exerciſes. _ This fad 
the Monk me out, locks fil 
2 
peared as if Jown upon 
Ramazan, 719. 
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Lure un, - CXXVIL. 5 
Rica to the fan. 1 


* 


HE next day 1 went again to 
this Library, where 1 found 


3 * to — 
it Boo way prepar'd 3 
— m ; and being 1 ** 6 
was fo kind as to take 

ſome ins to inftra& me. Father, 

uys I to him, What are thoſe bulky. 4 
Volumes that fill allthis fiche of the _ 
Library ? They are, ſays heto me, 
the Interpreters of the f : 
There's a World of them, ſays 1 5 
the Scrip muſt needs have been 7 


be fol d? are 
there 
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there any Points ſtill --conteſted? 
Points, ſtill .conteſted ? Good God 
Points ſtill eonteſted ! anfwers hr 
why there are as many as there an 
lines. Ay, ſays I to him, and ry 
What have all theſe: Authors 
doing? Theſe Authors, -replys hs 
have not been ſecking in the Serip 
tures for what ought to be belies 
but for what they themſelves bt 
lieve; they have not look'd up 
; it as a Book containing the Dog 
trines which they ought to recei 
but as a work that might give 
thority to their:own conceits: ll 
this has made them corrupt the ſa 
thereof in every part, and put 
the rack every individual paſla 
in it: it is a Country, where mel 
of all Sects make deicents, and 
to it as to a place of plunder 
is a Field of battle, herein all 
tions encounter, joyn frequent ba 
tle, fall foul upon one another 
skirmiſh- it a thouſand :differel 

ways; 7. 45220 59h "2 BER 
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Next them, you ſee the Aſcetics; 
or books of Devotion: and there, 
books of Morality of far greater 
aſe : now come thoſe” of Theolo- 
y; doubly unintelligible 7 both for 
be matter they treat of, and the 
manner they treat it in. The 
Works of the My/ticks,” that is to 
fy, the Devotees with a tender 
heart. Dear Father, ſays T to him, 
top a little: let me hear ſomething 
of theſe ſame” Myſticts. Sir, ſays- 
he, Devotion warms a heart that's 
iſpos d to tenderneſs, and cauſes: 
to fend up to the Brain Spirits, 
rhereby the Brain is in like man- 
er heated; from whence ariſe 
eſtaſies and rapturous Franſports. 
This condition is the Delirium of 
Devotion: it oftentimes improves, 
r rather degenerates, into Quie- 
iſm-: you know a Quietiſt is made 
p of a Madman, a Devotee, and 
Libettine, n ITT 
Thoſe yonder are the Caſuiſts, 
at diſcloſe to the day the ſecrets 


che night ; that form in their 
— . 


LY — 
On 
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. all the monſters the 


Dæmon of Love 2 


ng . ring . 


Kaas the. que object. of pro 
thoughts: Tis well if their heart 
is not an accomplice in the abuſe, 
and joins with romotes all thoſe 

exceſſes ſo natur ly een and 
fo nakedly 2 ' 

. You ſee, Sir, I am a Froe-thinks 
er, and ſpeak + without xeſerve: 1 
am, by nature, plain hearted thugh 
more towards you who are 4 firats 
ger, deſirous to know thing, and 
do now them as they rea un 
in themſelves. IL might, F Ed has 
45 mind to it, 3 ſpoke — 

ings to you in beight o 
miration; I might have ſaid at-6 
very word, this is Dieine, thats 
Venerable, the other Marvellous: 
and ee e 
had been, either muſt have 


thought. you — or you mt 4 


© - 
. * 
CE F © x 7 
TT. - 4 : 
Here 
, 


F 3 2 5 —_ 


Here we e 25 Y 
ed buſineſs calbd way the Fr arr 
and fo we 


e neee 


to the next gen te 


LBTT Pa a a? 11 
Ries ro the fame.” | 


1 again A te e 
hour, and was led iy * _ 


eng ous 
80 ere und 
ther, Fl 


te ammarians, the G 
the Commentators. 


o him, is it nor Defible for 
LW theſe Gentr = be Without a word 
ok Senſe ? he, they may 
vo very cafily bes ut it; nor in- 
„ deed does it appeat ook chey have 
a 


my: and yet their works "are ne- 

yer a whit the worſt for it; Which 

8 a a great conventency to them. 
That 
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That is very true, ſaid I to him 
and Icknow ſeveral Philoſopher 
that would do very well to ape 
themſelves to theſe ſorts» of eh 
Se-. 
Thoſe there, {aid he, are the O- 
rators, that have the faculty 
Perſwaſion, without the help d 
reaſoning; and the Geometrician 
who. oblige à man, in ſpight ot 
himſelf, to be perſwaded, and fore 
him to be convinc'd, like ſo mam 
ryrants. Thoſe there are Mets 
lin don that handle high matten 
nd wherein you meet With daß 
nite at every ſtep you take: Len. 
der. are the Naturaliſts, ho wil 
needs have it there is as much. ofth; 
Marvellous in the ſimpleſt Machine 
of our Mechanicks, as in the Oe 
conomy of the. vaſt...  Uniyenk. 
Books of . Medicine, thoſe. mon- 
ments of the imbecillity of N. 
ture, and of the power of All 
which make mankind, tremble when 
they treat even of the {lighteſt d- 
Kempers, as if Death Was at ou 
* e 
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«bow ; but which reſtore us again to 
a perfect 1 when they talk 
of the vertue of edicines, as if we 
were become immortal. | 
Cloſe by theſe, you ſee the books ; 
of Anatomy, nothing near ſo co- 
pious in deſc cribing the parts of the 
Human body, as in giving them 
hard names; which neither cures 
the Patient's diſtemper, nor the Phy- 
ſician's ignorance. 9 
There's Chymiſtry Gori u, that 
dwells ſometimes in a Goal, and 
ſometimes in a Mad-houſe; both of 
them manſions equally proper for its 
teception: 453829 
Thoſe there are the * or 
Occult Science, or rather Igno- 
rance : they deal in a ſort of Watch- 
craft, execrable in moſt people's 
opinions, but in mine Am 
Such likewiſe are the books of Ju- 
dicial Aftrology:”- How ' ſay you, 
Father? of Judicial Aſtrology f re- 
ply'd I, with ſome emotion: 
thoſe are the books that are in 
woſt eſteem with us in Pera: 
they 
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regulate every aan of on 
ther. and determine us in all our 
Og cars are pto- 
erly our Di nay... mont, 
n= 1 2 in th 2 of 
the Fate. If it de {og reply d by, 


you live under a worle yoke that 
that of Reaſon; for hs is- the 


ſtrangeſt Empire of all Empa 


much 
more a w that yield 
itſelf to be ſo —_ over by the 
Planets. To which I reply'd, " 
2 uſe of Aſtrology, N you 6 
of Algebra: every in 


y 
b 
t 
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which it regulates. its Politich 
all the Aſtr ae e pax put togęther i 


ver comm follies 8 


Perſia, as one Goole. Al Algebriſt d 
33 here. Think yd 


the Stars is not as ſure a rule . 
g by, a8 the fing zeafonings. 
your Syſtem- maker? Were Wl 
voices to be gathered chu 


would 


to ediſ 3 
very often Have n 174 
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Vonder are thoſe that have wit 


of the decay of the formidable . 


nan Empire, which ſprung out of 
the ruins of ſo many Monarchie; 
and upon the fall whereof ſo many 
new ones were form'd : an infinite 
number of barbarous Nations, as un- 
known as the Countries they mhe 
bited, ſtarted up on a ſudden, over- 
run it, ravag'd it, pull'd'it to pieces, 
and . thoſe Kingdoms Which 
you now ſee in Europe :.-propetly 
ſpeaking, theſe People were -not 
Barbarians, becauſe they were free; 
but they became fo afterwards, when 
they ſubmitted to an abſolute Power, 
as molt of em did, and loſt that 
glorious liberty, ſo conformable to 
reaſon,” humanity and nature. , 
Thoſe there are the Hiſtorians'o! 
Germany, an Empire which is but 
4 faint ſhadow of the firſt Empire 
but which, in my 0 inſon, is the 


only power upon Earth that has nt 


deen weakned by 'difunion,” Tay 
more, the only one that gathen 
ſtrength in proportion to her wy 

£1 L | ""Y 
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and which; W improv- 
ing advantages, becomes invincible 
by its defeats. af (#1. 31H here $0, b . 
Here you have the Hiſtorians of 
France, where at firſt you ſee the 
power of the Kings in the Embryo; / 
twice they dye and revive again, then 
for ſeveral ages together you find 
them in a languiſhing condition; but 
inſenſibly gaining ſtrength andaccre- 
tion from all parts, at laſt it climbs 
to its utmoſt Pinnacle: like certain 
Rivers which in their courſe. loſe 
their Waters, or conceal themſelves 
beneath the Earth; then appeating 
again, and being ſwelld with the 
acceſſion of other Rivers, they vio- 
lently ſweep away whatever oppo- 
ſes their paſſage. 2 1 Fa * 
The next I preſent you with is 
the Spaniſh Nation ſallying out of 
Mountains: the Mahometan Princes 
as inſenſibly reduced as they had 
rapidly conquer d: ſo many King- 
doms reunited under one vaſt: Mo— 
narchy, which was become _— | 
| : * 
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the anly Monarchy in the world, 
till, ovencharg d with its Halle opp 
AInce, {he loſt her ſtrength, ani g 
ven her reputation, and preſere 
nothing but the pride of her 


P Thoſehere are'che-Hiftorianss 
Expand, wherein you ſee” liben 


8 g our af the fan- 
of di and ſediion; the b 


dontinually tottering upon an ns 
movruble Throne; an © unpanied 
People, wiſe in the miùſt of m 
neſs, and which being miſtreß 4 
f the a0 ee, never before hun 
of) intermixes Commerce wiki 
3 are the Hiſtorian d 
that other Qucen af the Sea, . 
Rapuhlick of Nuland, To veſpelte 
in Runope, andiſo ſormidaule id. 
where hor Factors beheld n. 
praſt rate at their feet. 
The {Hiftorians' of may lot be 
a Nation once 
Mord.; no. Er 
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to all other Nations; her Princes 
diſunited and impotent, and having. 
no other attribute of Soverei gut7 
but an empty ſpeculative Polity. | 

See here the Hiſtorians; of che 
Republicks, Sifſexlang, the Image 
of liberty; Fenice, Wholewhole up- 
port lies in her Occonomy ; - and Ge- 


ma, that has nothing to boalt 222 
her Buildings. R 


Here you have thoſe of che N arth ; 
ind among others Paland, who makes 
ſo il an uſe of her liberty, and of 
the privilege ſhe has in 9 her 
Lines it 1 as if ſhe had a 125 
thereby to comfort her EGS 
for the loſs of both. - _ 


Here we parted, upon promiſe to 
moet again the next day. 
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HF HE next day he took me into 
1 another Clofet. Theſe are tie 
Poets, faid he, that is ts ſay thol 
Authors 'whoſe trade it is to put 
ſhackles upon good ſenſe, and ſme 
ther reaſon. with heaps of flowers; 
as was the cuſtom formerly to bury 
women beneath their Ornaments 
and fine Cloaths: you know 'en 
well enough, they are not uncom: 
mon among your Orientals, where 
a hotter Sun ſeems to fire the yer 
Imaginations of you. 


ere are-the E. 


pic Poems. Epi 
Poems! ſays I : what are they? In 
troth, ſays he, I don't know: the Cn 
tics ſay, there never were but two, 
and that all the reſt that go by that 
name are but counterfeits: this too 
is what I'm equally ignorant of: 

they ſay further, tis impoſſible . 
| | "8 El 
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1ake any more of the ſort; which 
yet more ſurpriſing. 
Here we have the Dramatic Poets, 
which in my opinion are Poets in- 
Iced, or rather may be call'd The 
doets, by way of excellence; they 
re the maſters of the Paſſions: 
here are two ſorts; the Comic, 
vhich tickle us agreeably, and the 
Tragic which diſturb us, and put 
s into violent agitations. 

Theſe here are the Lyricks, whom 
deſpiſe as much as I eſteem the o- 
hers, and who make an harmoni- 
us extravagance of their Art. 

Next come the Authors of 
dylliums and Eclogues, which 
leaſe even the Courtiers by the 
dea they give them of a certain 
ranquility which they have not, 
nd which they will have to be in- 
* to the condition of Shep- 
erds. | Kt 
Of all the Authors that we have 
therto been turning over, we come 
ow to the moſt dangerous; and 
hey are your ſharpners of Epigrams : 
VoL II. L A 
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A ſort of fine, ſmall dart, which 
makes a deep wound not to | 
reach'd by any medicine, 

Here you ſee the Romancer,, of 
ſpecies of Poets, and who ſtrains 
like both the language of the mind 
and that of the et who ſpenl 
their lives in ſeeking after Nau 
and never find her, and who creat 
Heroes as unaccountably monitrowli 
as winged Dragons and Hippum 
Zaurs. 

I have ſeen, ſays I, ſome of ya 
Romancesz and were you to {et 
ours you would be much mon 
ſhock'd at em, they are full asun 
natural, and are over and above er 
tremely crampt by our manners: 1 
ten years paſſion is requir'd befor 
a Lover can ſee ſo much as his Mi 
ſtreſs's Face: all this while the Au 
thors are forc'd to entertain tit 
Readers with theſe tedious Prels 
minaries ; now it being impoſlibl 
to vary the incidents, recourle | 
had to an artifice, or remedy fail 
worſe than the diſtemper; . 

| Po 


Perſian Letters. 129 
prodigies: I'm well aſſur'd you will 
ot approve of an Enchantreſs 
onjuring ”- Armies out of the 
owels of the Earth; or that one 
ſingle Heroe ſhould deſtroy ano- 
her Army conſiſting of an hundred 
houſand Men : yer theſe are out 
Romances : theſe infipid and reite- 
rated adventures make us dull, and 
Wheſe extravagant Prodigies are per- 
fe&ly ſhocking. 


Paris, 61h of the Moon 
Chalval, 1719. 


L my TER CXXXII. 
Rica 70 Ibben, ar Smirna. 


HE Miniſters ſucceed each o- 
ther, and drive one another our 
like the Seaſons. Within theſe 
three years have I ſeen four ſeveral 
changes in the ſyſtem of the Finan- 
ces. In Per ſia and in Turkey the ſub- 
ſidies are to this day leyy'd in the 
L 2 ſame 
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fame manner as the Founders 9 
thoſe Monarchies us'd to levy then; 
it is far from being ſo here. 'T; 
true, we don't uſe ſo much art i 
this affair as the Europeans: we ur 
of opinion, that the difference he. 
tween adminiſtring the Reyenug 
of a Prince, and thoſe of a private 
Man, is no more than there is he 
tween reckoning up a hundred 


thouſand Tomans, or a hundred A 
But here in this Country there i: ic 
reat deal more of finaſ/e and my Wi tal 
| ay Great Genius's muſt von thi 
night and day, and be inceſſantly ſel 
conceiving, and bringing forth witli fr 
pain new projects; muſt hearken toll th 
the advice of multitudes of people mc 
that work for em without beig tic 
deſir'd, muſt withdraw and lock AW th 
themſelves in a Cloſet impenetrs 
ble to the great, and rever'd by the Ki 
little; muſt always have their Heads 
fill'd with important ſecrets, min: to: 
culous Plans, new Schemes; th 
ſwallowed up in meditation, mul Wi for 


not only be depriy'd of the uſe d 
| ſpeech 
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ſpeech, but even ſometimes of good 


manners. 


As ſoon as the late King's eyes 
were clos'd, a new adminittration 
was to be eſtabliſht; affairs were vi- 
fibly in a bad condition, but how 
to make 'em better was a task they 
knew not how to go about: Peo- 
ple were diſpleas'd at the unlimited 
Authority of the preceding Mini- 
ſters, a reſolution was therefore 
taken to divide the Miniſtry : to 
this purpoſe ſix or ſeven Coun- 
ſels were created: and this Mini- 
ſtry is perhaps that which of all o- 
thers has govern'd France in the 
moſt rational manner. Its dura- 
tion was ſhort, as well as that of 
the benefits it produc'd. 

France at the death of the late 
King was a Body labouring under 
a thouſand diſtempers: N * * * 
took her cure in hand, cut away 
the ſuperfluous fleſh, and apply'd 
ſome topical remedies: but {till 
there remain'd an interior malady. 
A foreigner came and undertook 

L 3 = 
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the cure: after uſing a great m. 
ny violent Medicines, he though 
he had reſtor'd her to a good light 

but *twas falſe Fat: he only blau 
her. 

They that were rich Men {@ 
months ago, arc now fallen int 
poverty; and ſuch as had not bread 
to cat, now wallow in Riches. Ne. 
ver were theſe two extremes ( 
contiguous before. This Foreigner 
has turn'd the State, as a Taylor 
turns an old Coat; what was un. 
dermoſt he made uppermoſt, and 
what was uppermoſt he puts under: 
moſt. The unexpected Fortune 
that have been made! incredible 
even to thoſe that poſſeſs em] The 
Almighty did not with more rap 
dity create men out of nothing, 
How many Footmen are now {ery'd 
by their Fellow ſervants, and per- 
haps to-morrow by their Maſters! 

This oftentimes occaſions odd 
accidents. Footmen that had made 
their fortunes in the laſt Reign 


now bragg of their Birth: they 
beſtoy 
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beſtow upon thoſe that have juſt 
laid aſide their Livery, the fame 
contempt themſelves were in ſix 
months before ; they make a noiſe, 
that Gentility 15 utterly undone, 
and there's nothing but confuſton 
in the State: all diſtinction at an 
end! no reſpe& paid to Men of 
Rank! none but Upſtarts to be ſeen ! 
ſprung up in a night like Mu- 
ſhrooms! IT doubt not but theſe 
latter will take their full revenge 
upon thoſe that come after them; 
and that in thirty years time theſe 
* of quality will make no little 
noiſe. 


S>” . 


Paris, the 1ſt of the Moon 
Zileade, 1720. 
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EzTTzrR CX 7 
Rica to the ſame. 7 
1 a great example of con 
jugal Love, not only in a Wo f 
man, but in a Queen. The Queen 
of Sweden being refolv'd to make 4 
the Prince her Husband a partner th 
in the Throne, in order to remoye th 
all dithculties, has ſent to the State | 
a declaration, whereby ſhe defilh . 


trom all pretenſions to the Regency, 
1 they will elect him ther 

ing. | 

Sixty years ago or thereabout;, 
another Queen, whoſe name wu 
Chriſtina, abdicated the Crown, 
that ſo ſhe might entirely give her 
ſelf up to Philoſophy. I know. not 
which of theſe two examples we 
are to admire molt. 

Though I am ſufficiently fatisfied 
that every individual ought to ſlick 
to the ſtation where Nature has 


plac'd him; and can by no means 
com- 


Perſian Letters, 2 35 


commend ſuch as, finding them- 
ſelves reduc'd, quit their poſts by 
a kind of deſertion; yet am I wen- 
derfully pleas'd with the greatneſs 
of Soul of theſe two Princeſſes; 
and to fee the Mind of the one, 
and the Heart of the other ſo much 
ſuperior to their fortune. Chriſtine 
apply'd her ſelf to Speculation, at 
a time when others think of no- 
thing but Pleaſure: and the other 
thinks no Pleaſure equal to that of 
placing her whole happineſs in the 
hands of her Auguſt Spouſe. 


Paris, 27th of the Moon 
Mah. r:iam, 1720. 


— 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 
Rica 70 Usbek. 5 | 


HE Parliament of Paris is juſt 
now baniſh'd to a little Town 
call'd Pontoiſe. The Council have 
Lat ſent. 
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ſent to em, to regiſter a Decl. 
tion which diſhonours them; ad 
they have regiſter'd it in ſuch 1 
=m_ as diſhonours the Coup 
cl. | 

Some other Parliaments of the 
Kingdom are threatned with the 
like treatment. 

Parliaments are always odiow! 
they never approach the King, bu 
to tell him diſagreeable truths: 
and whilſt a croud of Courtiers art 
continually repreſenting to bim 
People happy under his Govert 
ment; theſe come and contradit 
the flattery, and throw at the fodt 
of the Throne the groans and tear 
committed to their charge. 

'Tis a heavy burthen, my deu 
Usbek, that of Truth, when it mul 
be carried up to Princes: who ouglt 
to conſider, that they who do i 
are conſtrain'd thereto; and that 
they would never be preyail'd up 
on to do a thing ſo melancholy 
and fo afflicting to thoſe who doh 
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were they not oblig'd to it by their 


love. 
Paris, the 21/6 of the Moon 
Gemmadi 1, 1720. 


— 
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duty, their reſpe&, and even their 
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LETTER CXXXV. 
Rica to Usbek. 


Oward the end of the week I 
will come and fee the; O how 
| apreeably will the hours flide away 
in thy converſation! 

Not long ago I was introduc'd 
to a Count who had a mind 
io ſee my outlandiſn figure. I found 
her beautiful, worthy of the Re- 
gards of our Monarch, and of hold- 
ing an Auguſt Rank in the facred 
place where his heart repoſeth. 

She ask'd me a thouſand que- 
ſtions about Perſia, and what man- 
ner of life the Perſian Women led: 
k found that the Seraglio was not 
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between ten or twelve women 
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what ſhe liked, and that ſhe diſy. 
proy'd of one man's being divide 


She could not without envy behalt 
the happineſs of the one, nor with 
out pity the condition of the 9 
thers. As ſhe loy'd reading, eſpe. 
cially the Poets and Romances, ſhe 
defir'd me to give her ſome account 
of ours: what I ſaid of them re 
doubled her curioſity : ' ſhe begy'l 
I would tranſlate for her a frag. 
ment of ſome of . thoſe which | 
had brought along with me. I dil 
ſo, and ſome days after ſent her: 
Perſian Tale: perhaps thou wil 
not be diſpleas'd to fee it in thi 
dijguiſe. | 

In the days of . Cheik- Ali-Can, 
there liv'd a woman in Per/ia, whole 
name was Zulema, ſhe could repeat 
the whole Alcoran from, one end 
to the other: there was not a Der. 
viſe, that better underſtood the tra 
ditions of the Holy Prophets: there 
was nothing ſo myſterious in the 
Arabian Doctors, which we 4 1 
Jul 
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fally comprehend, the meaning of: 
and to this: knowledge: was added 
a ſprightlineſs of wit, which made 
it dificult to gueſs whether ſhe 
meant to amuſe or inſtruct thoſe ſhe 
convers'd with. - POP: FL 

One day being with her compa- 
nions, in an 1 of the Se- 
raglio; one of 'em ask'd her what 
ſhe thought of a future ſtate? and 
whether ſhe believ'd that ancient 
tradition of our Doctors, that Pa- 
radite is for none but Men. 

It is the vulgar Opinion, ſays 
ſne to them; there has been no 
{tone unturn'd to degrade our ſex: 
nay there's a Nation, difpers'd 
throughout all Aja, call'd the 
Jewiſh Nation, who aſſert from 
the Authority of their ſacred Books, 
that we women have no Souls. 

Theſe injurious opinions have no- 
other foundation, but the pride of 
men, who are for extending their Su- 
periority, even beyond the limits of 
Life; never conſidering that; in the 
Great Day, all Creatures ſhall ap- 

| Pear. 
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pear before God, and ſeem as no- 
thing: nor will there be among 
them any other diſtinction or 
rogative, but what ſhalt ariſe fron 
Views! ˙ ©: v<.4. Sas ge 
God will not be limited in bis 
rewards: and as the men chat hare 
liv'd well, and have made right 
uſe of the power they have over us 
here below, will in Paradiſe be 
repleniſhed with celeſtial ' and n. 
viſhing Beauties, and ſuch 2 if 
mortal had beheld em, he would 
have given himſelf immediate deith 
to come at em: ſo in like manner 
ſhall virtuous women go into 1 
lace of Delights, where they ſhall 
inebriated with full draughts of 
Pleaſure, in company of thoſe dis 
vine men, who ſhall be fubjected 
unto them: each woman thall have 
a Seraglio, wherein the men ſhall 


de thut up, and Eunuchs far more 


truſty than ours to look after them. 
I have read, added ſhe, in an 
Arabian Book, of a certain man 
nam'd Hrabim, who was 2 
avs 
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ably jealous : he had twelve wives, 
all exceeding beautiful, whom he 
us'd after a very ſevere manner: he 
almoſt always kept them under 
Lock and Key in their Chamber, 
where they could neither fee Him, 
nor ſpeak to one another; for he 
was even jealous of an innocent 
friendſhip : all his actions had a 
taint of his natural brutality: no 
kind word ever iſſu'd out of his 
mouth; and never did he make the 
lkaft nod with his head, which 
did not add ſomething to the xigour 
of their ſlavery. 10 1 
One day, that ber all to- 
gether in the Hall of the Seraglio, 
one of em, bolder. than the reſt, 
upbraided him for his if nature. 
Says ſhe to him, When people ſtudy 
ſo much to make themſelves dread- 
ed, tis a ſure ſign they have done 
ſomething for Which they know 
they're kated: we live fo very un- 
happy, that we can't help defiring a 
change: others, in my place, would- 
IM with 
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wiſh your death; I only wiſh my 
own. This Speech, which ought 
to have ſoften'd him, put him into 
a violent rage; he drew his Dag - 
ger, and bury'd it in her Boſom. 
= dear companions, ſaid ſhe with 
a vine voice, if Heaven has pity 
of my Virtue, you will be reveng'd: 
ſaying thus, ſhe left this . worthlek 
world, to go to the Manſions ot 
Delight, where ſuch women as have 
paſt a well-ſpent life enjoy a Bliſs 
which is continually rene wing. 

The firſt thing ſne ſaw was 2 
ſmiling meadow,, whoſe verdure 
was enamel'd with variety of the 
livelieſt and moſt fragrant flowers: 
a brook, whoſe ſtream, more tranſ- 
parent than Cryſtal, made its way 
thro” infinite turnings and windings: 
afterwards ſhe enter'd into: thoſe 
charming bowers, whole * ſilence 
was only interrupted with the 
melodious warbling of birds: then 
ſpacious gardens preſented them- 
ſelves to her view: Nature had a- 
dorn'd them with her W 
„ | an 
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and the utmoſt magnificence: then 
ſhe proceeded to a ſtately Palace 
prepar'd for her, crowded with 
lLeavenly men, that were deſtin'd 
for her delihgn te. | 

Two of theſe immediately began 
to undreſs her: others put her into 
the Bath, and perfum'd her all over 
with the moſt delicious eſſences: 
then they preſented her with a ha- 
bit infirutely richer than her own: 
afterwards they led her into a ſpa- 
cious Hall, where ſhe found a fire 
made with Aromatic Woods, and 
a table ſpread with the moſt. ex- 
quifite dainties. Every thing ſeem'd 


to conſpire. to tranſport her ſenſes : 


on the one hand was heard Muſic, 
ſo much the more divine, as it was 
ſoft: on the other, ſhe beheld no- 
thing but the dances of thoſe di- 
vine men, whoſe ſole buſineſs was 
to pleaſure Her. Yet as thoſe Plea- 
lures were only in order to lead her 
inſenſibly to others far greater :' ſhe 
was conducted into a Chamber, and 
after once more uncloathing her, 
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ſhe was laid on a rich Bed, where 
two men, inexpreſſibly handſome, 
receiv'd her in their arms. Hen 
the was intoxicated, and her eeſta- 
ſies exceeded even her deſires. | 
am quite beſides my ſelf, ſays ſhe 
to them; I believe I ſhould die, 
were I not aſſur'd of my immoru- 
lity : 'tis too much; let me go; | 
am convulſt with the violent delight, 
So; 'tis done; you now reſtore 1 
little Calm to my ſenſes z I begin 
to breathe, and come again to my 
ſelf . . . . why have they taket 
away the Lights? why may I not 
now ſurvey your divine beauty! 
Why may I not ſee . . .. butt 
what purpoſe? You again thron 
me back into my firſt tranſport. 
O ye Gods, how amiable 1s thi 
Darkneſs! what, ſhall I be 1mmor- 
tal? and with you too! I ſhall 
no. . I ask your pardon, Gentle 
men; for I plainly ſee you will nd 
ask mine. 1 

After many reiterated commands 


ſhe was obey'd: but not till " 
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was ſeriouſly reſoly'd ſo to be: ſhe 
repos'd her ſelf in a languiſhing 
manner, and ſlumber'd in their arms. 
Two moments Reſt repair'd her 
Faintneſs : ſhe receiv'd two kiſſes 
which of a ſudden re-inflam'd her, 
and caus'd her to open her eyes. 
Jam uneaſy, ſays ſhe; I'm afraid 
you ceaſe to love me. This was 
à Doubt wherein ſhe reſolv'd not 
long to continue: whereupon they 
gave her all the ſatisfaction ſhe 
could wiſh : I am undeceiv'd, ſaid 
ſhe; I cry ye mercy : I can de- 
pend upon you: you ſpeak not one 
word to me; but your actions FE 
like better than any thing you could 
lay. Yes, yes, I frankly own, ne- 
ver was love like yours: but how! 
you both contend for the honour 
of perſuading me? ah ! if you thus 
contend, if you join ambition to the 
pleaſure of my overthrow, I am un- 
done: you'll both remain Conque- 
rors, and only I be conquered : but 
you ſhall purchaſe the Victory very 
FE 
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This Scene was interrupted bf 
nothing but the Day-light: he! 
faithful lovely Domeſtics came in- 
to her Chamber, and rais'd the 
two young men, who were led by 
two old ones to the reſpective pl. 
ces where they were kept for ple 
fure. She afterwards got up, and 
at firſt ſhew'd her ſelf to that ido- 
latrous Court, in all the Charms 
of a plain Undreſs, and afterwards 
cloath'd in the moſt ſumptuous Or- 
naments. This Night had burnifh't 
her Beauty: it had given life to 
her Complexion, and expreſſion to 
her Graces. All the day was ſpent 
in Dances, Conſorts, Banquets 
Gamings, and the like: and 'twas 
obſery*d, that Anais ſtole away from 
time to time, and fle to her two 
young Heroes; after ſome precious 
moments of converſe, ſhe return 
to the company ſhe had quitted, 
always with a ſerener countenance 
than before. To cut ſhort, toward 
the evening they loſt her for good 
and all; ſhe went and ſhut her 1 
8 u 
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up in the Seraglio, whither ſhe 
told them ſhe would go and con- 
tract Acquaintance with thoſe im- 
mortal Captives, who were to live 
for ever with her; ſhe therefore 
viſited the moſt retir'd, and the moſt 
charming apartments of the place, 
where ſhe reckoned up fifty Slaves 
miraculouſly beautiful: ſhe ſtray d 
all night from Chamber to Cham- 
ber, every where receiving their ho- 
mage, always different, and always 
the ſame. 8 | 
Thus you ſee how the immortal 
Anais paſs'd her life; ſometimes a- 
midit the ſplendid pleaſures, ſome- 
times amidſt the ſolitary z either 
admir'd by a ſhining company, or 
elle careſs'd by a Lover difkradhedly 
fond of her: oftentimes ſhe would 
torſake the enchanted- Palace, and 
remove into a Sylvan Grotto: the 
flowers ſeem'd to grow from every 
ſtep ſhe cook; and the Loves and 
Sports preſented themſelves in 
crowds to meet her on the way. 
More than eight days ſhe continu'd 
4 In 
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in this happy abode ; and all thy 
while, being continually beſide het 
ſelf, the had not made the leaſt ws 
flexion: ſhe had enjoy'd her happi- 
neſs without knowing it, of with 
out having had ſo much as one of 
thoſe quiet moments wherein the 
Soul does as it were call her ſel 
to account, and gives itſelf audi 
ence amidſt the filence of the Pal 
ſions. 

The Bleſt have Pleaſures f 
ſtrong, that they rarely can enjoy 
this liberty of the mind: hence i 
1s, that being irreclaimably attacht 
to preſent objects, they intirely loſt 


the memory of things paſt ; and e:. be 
rain no longer any regard to wht C 
they knew or lov'd in the other Pp; 
world. | h: 
But Anais, whoſe mind ws ne 

p 


= philoſophical, had paſs'd ab 
moſt her whole Life in medits- 
tion: ſhe had carry'd her reflexiom 
much further, than one would 
have expected from a woman left 
to her ſelf, The auſtere =— 
whic 


_ 
4 


which her husband had confin'd 
her to, had procur'd her no other 
advantage but this; *twas this force 
and ſtrength of mind, which had 
made her flight the fear her Com- 
panions were {truck with; and de- 
ſpiſe Death, which was to end her 
Sufferings, and begin her Feli- 
ci | 
ws by little and little ſhe 
waded out of the ebriety of Plea- 
ſure, and lockt her ſelf up, alone, 
in an apartment of her Palace. She 
gaye a looſe to pleaſing reflections 


ſent happineſs: ſhe could not for- 
bear pity ing the misfortune of her 
Companions : *tis natural to com- 
paſſionate the pains we our ſelves 
have paſs'd through. Anais kept 


paſſion; being mov'd with tender- 
nels towards thoſe unhappy Crea- 
tures, ſhe found her (elf inclin'd to 
relieve them. 

She order'd one of thoſe youn 
Men that were about her, to al- 


{ume 
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upon her paſt condition, and her pre- 


not within the bare bounds of Com- 
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ſume the ſhape of her Husband; 
ſhe bad him go to the Seragli 
ſeize it, turn him out of it, and con- 
tinue there in his Place till ſuch time 
as ſhe recall'd him. | 

The execution was ſpeedy; he 
cut the Air; arriv'd at the Gate 
of the Seraglio, but /brabim ws 
not there. He knocks; the Door 
fly open; the Eunuchs * proſtrate 
themſelves at his Feet: he hurries 
to the Apartments where brabim' 
women were ſhut up: he had be- 
fore taken the Keys out of the 
Pocket of that jealous-pated wretch, 
to whom he had made himſelf in- 
viſible. He goes in; he much ſur- 
prizes em with his mild and affable 
Air, and yet more with his Fond- 
neſs, and the rapidity of his Careſſes: 
they were all equally aſtoniſh'd at 
his performances, and would have 
taken it for a Dream, had there 
been leſs of reality in it. 

Whilſt theſe new ſcenes were 
playing in the Seraglio'; Hrabin 


knocks, | names himfelf to them, 
| ſtorms 
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orms and makes a Clamour : after 
e had gone through a world of 
lificulties, he enters, and puts the 
unuchs into a terrible diſorder : 
e fetches large ſtrides : but ſtarts ' 
hack, and falls as from the clouds 
when he ſees the falſe [brahim, his 
eal Image, injoying all the liber- 
ies of a Maſter. He calls out for 
elp : he bids the Eunuchs aſſiſt 
im in killing that Impoſtor; but 
e is not obey'd : there's nothing 
ow remains but one remedy, and 
hat a very poor one, which is, to 
efer it to the Judgment of his wo- 
zen. 
In the ſpace of an Hour the falſe 
rabim had corrupted all his Judges: 
he other is driven away, and ig- 
ominiouſly dragged out of the Se- 
aglio; and had receiv'd a thouſand 
Deaths, had not his Rival order'd 
is Lite to be ſpar'd : at length the 
ew Ibrahim remaining Maſter of 
the Field of Battle, ſhew'd himſelf 
ore and more worthy of the choice 
hey had made, and —— hin- 
Vor. II. M ſelf 
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ſelf by miracles till then unknow 
You are not like Hrahim, ſaid th 
women. He is not like me, ya 
mean, cries the triumphant Hab 
What muſt a man do to prong 
himſelf yours, if what I. do ſuffey 
not ? | 
Far be it from us to doubt iy 
ſay the women. If you are n 
Ibrahim, we are fatisfy'd you hav; 
well deſerv'd to be him: you 
more our Spoule jn one Day, tha 
he has been in the courſe of ta 
Years. 'Then you'll give me you 
word, cry'd he, that you'll dec 
our ſelves in my fayour, againk 
that Impoſtor. We do, we dg 
ſaid they, with one voice; we rr 
take an Oath of everlaſting fidelity 
to you: we have been but too long 
abus'd: the old Rogue. did not a 
all ſuſpect our virtue; he only i 
ſpected his own inability; W 
plainly fee, that Men are other 
gueſs Creatures than he: no, 10 
"tis you they are like: O, cod 
you. but know how much 1 
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Fake us hate him. — Well, Fl 
ive you cauſe more and more 
> hate him, reply'd the falte 
}rahim : you don't yet know how 
uch he has wrong*d you. We 
dge of his injuſtice by the great- 
els of our revenge, cry'd they. 
es, fays the Divine Man, you're 
the right; I proportion'd the ex- 
ation to the crime; I'm mighty 
lad my way of puniſhing has 
leas'd you. But, ſaid they, ſup- 
oſe this Impoſtor ſhould return 
rhat ſhall we do then? I believe, 
nſwer'd he, twould be a hard 
atter for him to deceive you in 
he part I have acted : tis a Place 
ardly to be ſupply'd by artifice; 
d beſides, I'll fend him packing 
d far, you ſhall never more hear of 
im: then will F take your happi- 
els into my care; you ſhall not 
nd Me jealous, I ſhall know how 
o be ſecure of you without con- 
ning you; I have too good an 
pinion of my own merit, to think 
Nou will prove falſe to me: if you 
M 2 1 


254 Perſian Lerrery. 


are not virtuous with me, wit 
whom will you be ſo ? This cop 
- verſation laſted ſome time betyal 
him and thoſe women, who bein 
more pleas'd with the difference of 
the two /brabims than their reſeny 
blance, did not concern themſchg 
fo much about having theſe mylk 
ries cleared up to them. At length 
the Husband at his wit's end 
turns once more upon them, to in 
terrupt their pleaſures : he fom 
the whole Houſe ſwimming wi 
joy, and the women more inen 
dulous than ever. Twas no plc 
for a jealous Man: out he gots f 
a rage, and a moment after the ſiſ 
Hrahim follows him, lays hold a 
him, tranſports him through ts 
Air, and leaves him four hunde 
Leagues from the Place.. - 
O Gods, in what affliction wet 
theſe women by the abſence of thel 
dear Ibrahim? Already had their El- 
nuchs reaſſum'd their natural Sei 
rity : the whole Houle was in teats: 
ſometimes they imagin'd, all 15 
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pad happen'd to 'em was nothing 
but a Dream : they look'd at each o- 
ther: and recall'd to mind the mi- 
uteſt circumftances of theſe won- 

derful Adventures. At laſt /brahim 
returns to 'em more amiable than 
before : it ſeem'd to them as if his 
Voyage had not been in the leaſt 
laborious : the new Maſter behay'd 
ſo different from the other, he ſur- 
priz'd the whole Neighbourhood. 
He turn'd away all his Eunuchs; 
made his Houſe free to every body; 
he wou'd not ſuffer his women ſo 
much as to be yeil'd ; *twas a thing 
entirely new to ſee Them at public 
Entertainments amongſt the men, 
and as free as they. /brahim believ'd, 
with reaſon, that the cuſtoms of 
the Country were not for ſuch Ci- 
tizens as he. Mean-while he ſpar'd 
for no expence, he made the Eftate 
fly; infomuch that the jealous J- 
brahim returning three Years after- 
wards from foreign Countries, whi- 
ther he had been carry'd, found 
NM 3 no- 
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nothing left but his Wives, and fi 
and thirty Children. 


Paris, the 261h of the Moon 
Gemmadi 1, 1720, 


— _— 
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LETTER CxXxxVl. 
Rica 70 Usbek. 


NCLOS'D is a Letter I 6 

ceiv'd yeſterday from a Virtuoſo; 
it will appear to thee to be a pretty 
odd one. $3 


SIR, 
A months ago I took poſſeſſon i 
an Eſtate which an Uncle of nin 
@ very rich Man, left me. No ki 
than five hundred thouſand Liv 
and a Houſe gloriouſiy furniſb d. Ther 
a pleaſure in having an Eftate when 
Man knows bow te make à right Ul 
of it. I am without ambition; W 
have Ja taſte for pleaſure : I am: 


muþ 
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off continually lockt up in @ Cloſet, 
vhere I live the life of a Virtuoſo 
here you may find à curious Lover of 
enerable Antiquity. 
When my Uncle bad breath'd his 
Wal, 1 would have interr'd him accor- 
ding to the Ceremonies obſerv'd by the 
ancient Greeks and Romans : but at 
that time I had no Lachrymatories, no 
Urns, no antic Lamps. | 

But I have fince fully furniſh'4 my 
F with thoſe valuable Rarities: a 
few Days ago I ſold à whole Cuphoard 
of Plate, to purchaſe an Earthen Lamp 
that belong'd to a Stoick Philoſopher. 
parted with all the Peer-Glaſſes and 
Sconces, with which almoſt all the 
Walls of my Uncle's Apartments were 
cover d, in exchange for a ſmall. Pocket 
Looking-Glaſs, ſomewhat crackt, which 
Virgil heretofore made uſe of : I am 
charm'd when I behold my owon Fi- 
gure repreſented, inſtead of that of the 
Mantuan Swan. More than this : I 


bre purchasd for a hundred Louis- 
"4 ores five or. fix Pieces of Copper- 
hre) that were currant two thouſand 
M4 Years 
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Years. ago: J don't know at prefen 
that 1 have in my whole Houſe | 
much as one Moveable, but what mh 
made before the declenfion of the Ew 
pire. I have a Casket of invalual. 
Manuſcripts : though I almoſt firay 
my Eyes out of my Head to read then, 
had much rather peruſe Them thu 
the Printed Copies, which are not 
correct, and which every body is pil 
feſs'd of. Though I never ſtir alrui 
yet have I a moſ} inordinat e Paſin 
| to. know the Roman Figh-waji 
1 There is a Cauſey not far from mh, 
WW | | that was made about twelve hundrl 
C | Years ago by à Proconſul of Gaul; 
; whenever I go to my Country Hou 
W | l never fail to go that way, thou! 
it's three miles about, and very rugged! 
1 but what makes me mad is, that ili 
= have put up wooden Poſts from plat 
_—_ to place, to mark out the diſtance if 
| the Neighbouring Towns : 1 am lu 
of my wits, to ſee ſuch wretched In 
dices, inſtead of Military Column 
which ſtood there in ancient tine. 


I know not but I may cauſe em to 
ſte 
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acid by my Heirs, and engage "em 
0 do it when I come to make my Will. 
f you have, Sir, ſuch a thing as a 
eerfian Manuſcript, you will do me 
> ſingular Pleaſure to accommodate me 
with it : you ſhall have what Prite 
ow'll pleaſe to put upon it; I will 
reſent you, into the bargain, with 
ome of my own Performances, where- 
by you'll fee I am no uſeleſs member. 
the Republick of Letters : you will 
ere find, among other things, a Diſ- 
ertation, wherein I prove, that the 
rown which us'd to be worn in Tri- 
mphs, was of Oak-leaves, not Lau- 
el, You will likewiſe admire another, 
wherein 1 prove, by learned conjeftures 
haun from the graveſt Greek Au- 
hors, that Cambyſes was wounded 
n the Left Legg, not the Right: ano- 
her, wherein I prove, that -a low 
Forehead was eſteem'd a ſingular Beau- 
among the Romans. I will Iike- 
iſe ſend you a Volume in Quarto by 
ray of Explication of one Verſe of the 
ixth Book of Virgil's Eneids: all 
beſe you can't have yet : ſo at pre- 
M 7 ſent 
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ſent I ſhall only fend you a fragmmn 
of an ancient Greek Mythologiſt, whid 
never to this day was made publick 
and which I found among the rubid 
of a certain Library. I am-called 
way upon an important buſineſs whid 
¶ have upon my Hands. Tt is tot 
fore a fine Paſſage of Pliny the Np 
turaliſt, which the Tranſcribers of th 
Fifth Age have monſtrouſiy disfigured, 
Jam, &c. 0 


FRAGMENT of an Ancien 


My THOLOGIST. 


N an Iſſand near the Orcads, 
there was born a Male-child, ul 
had to his Father Aolus God of ih 
Winds, and for his Mother. a Mid 
of Caledonia, is ſaid that l 
leant of himſelf to count with li 
Fingers; and when he was but fun 
years old would ſo perfectly diſtinguiſh 
Metals, that his Mother one Day giv 
ing him a Braſs Ring inſtead of a Gil 

one 


) 
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me, he diſcover d the Cheat, aud threw 
if away. 

M hen he was grown np, his Fa- 
ther taught him the ſecret of HE 
the Winds in a Leather Bottle, wwhi 
he afterwards ſold to Sea-men and o- 
thers that had occafion for "em: but 
this being a Commodity not much e- 
feem'd in his Country, he quitted it, 
and went and roam'd about the world 
in company with the blind God of 
Chance. | | 

He was inform'd in his Travels, 
that Baetica was a Country full of 
Gold : this made him haſten thither as 
faſt as he could. He met with à very 
cold reception from Saturn then reign- 
ing : but that God forſaking the Earth, 
he took it in his head to go into all the 
CroſS-ways, where he never ceas'd 
hawling out in a hoarſe, deep-mouth'd 
Baſs, People of Boetica, you fancy 
jour ſelves to be Rich, becauſe you 
have Gold and Silver : I pity your mi- 
ſtake be ruld by me; quit the vile 


Imagination, where you ſhall meet with 
' Riches 


Droſs, and come into the Empire of 
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Riches that will ſurprize. even Vn. 
And then he open'd a good many of hi 
Leather Bottles, and diſtributed hi 
Merchandize to as many as. defir' 
it. 
.. Next Day he return'd again io th 
fame Place, and roar d out : People 
g Bcetica, have you a mind to be Rich! 
1 Do but fancy me to be ſo, and thi 
| you are ſo too : only take it into yuu 
heads every Morning, that your Fu. 
Zune was doubled during the Night; 
| then get out of your Beds, and if ju 
| bave any Creditors, go and pay then 
b with this imaginary Coin, and bid 
them go and ſet their Imaginations a 
work, as you have done. 

Some Days afterwards he comes u. 
gain, and thus accoſts them; | People i 
Bœtica, I find your Imagination is un 
fo ſtrong as it was at firſt; let mit 
be your Guide : I will every Mormit 
ſet before your Eyes a. Scroll that ſul 
be to you a Spring of Wealth : it cui. 
fifts but of four words; but they ſhall 
be to the purpoſe ; for they ſhall regi« 
late your Daughters Portions, = 
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Sous Fortunes, the Number of your 
Domeſticks; and as for you, ſays he, 
to thoſe that were neareſt to him; as 
ow you my Dear Children, I may 
call you by that Name, for you owe 
to me a ſecond Birth; my Scroll will 
determine the Magnificence of your 
Equipages, the Sumptuofity of your 
Publick Entertainments, the Number 
and Stipends of your reſpective Mi- 
ſtreſſes. 


Some Days after this he comes to 


the ſame Place again, quite out of 


Breath, and in a tranſport of Paſſion 
cry'd out People of Bœtica, I be- 
fore counſel'd you to Imagine, and you 
would not; I now Command you to do 
it, Here he left them abruptly ; but, 
upon ſecond Thoughts, return'd again 
J underſtand that ſome among you are 
ſo deteſtable as to preſerve your Gold 
and Silver; as for the Silver, no mat- 
ter; but for the Gold the Gold 
PAP ah? "tis that raiſes my Indigna- 


tion... .1 ſwear by theſe ſacred Bot- 


tles, that if they do not come and bring 
it me, I will ſeverely puniſh em then 
be 
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he atded, with an Air perfetly ere 


ſuaſive, Do you think it is to keep theſe 


vile Mevals, that I ast them of you? 
No; and for a Mark of my fencerity, 
when you brought them to me the other 
Day, did I not immediately return you 
one Half of them? 
Next Day he was diſcover d at g 
diſtance, inſinuating himſelf with 4 


ſmooth and flattering Speech + Peopl 


of Bœtica, I am inform'd that part 
of your Effects is in foreign Countries: 
pray ſend for them; I beg you won 
bring them to me, and I ſhall be for t- 
ver thankful to you for the Favour. 
The Son of {Eolus talk'd to People 
who had no great ſtomach to laugh, 
and yet they could not forbear it; whith 
confounded him not a little but again 
taking heart he ventured one more ſmall 
Petition. I know that you have Jewell. 
in the Name of Jupiter, away wit 
thoſe Jewels ; nothing is more imp 
veriſbing than ſuch traſh 3 away will 


em, I ſay; delay not à moment 1 
part with them; if you can't do it 


your ſelves, Lil belp you to Men of uw 
derflandin, 
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derſlanding that ſhall do it for you : 
oh bat flouds of wealth will come 
pouring in upon you, if you but take 
my Advice : yes, I promiſe you, and 
you may depend upon it, the pureſt, 
the moſt refin'd Treaſure in all theſe 
Bottles ſhall be yours. a 

At laſt he got upon a Joint-ſtool, 
and with a more aſſur d Voice he tells 
them : People of Boetica, I have com- 
par'd the happy condition you are now 
in with that in which 1 found you 
when I came hither - you are now the 
Richeſt people on the face of the earth : 
but, to compleat your Fortune, per- 
mit me to take from you a Moiety of 
your Eſtates. At theſe words ſuddenly 
the Son of ALolus flew away, and 
left his Auditors in an inexpreſſible con- 
fernation z which made him return a- 
gain the next Day, and thus he ſpoke: 
[ yeſterday perceiv'd that my Diſcourſe 
diſpleas'd you exceedingly. Well, let 
that go for nothing : "tis true, a Moi- 
ety is too much : other expedients muſt 
be found out to compaſs the drift of my 
deſigns let us bring all our Riches to 
| one 
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one and the ſame place this ue n 
eaſily do; they are not very bulky; and 
immediately three fourths of them v6 
niſh'd quite out of fight. | 


Paris, 9th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1720. 


6 CI 


LETTER CXXXVIL 


Rica 70 Nathaniel Levi, à Jew 
Phyſician at Leghorn, 


HOU askeſt me what I think 

of the Virtue of Amulets, and 
of the power of Taliſmans. Why 
doſt thou enquire of me? thou art 
a Few, and I a Mahometan; that is, 
we-are both of us not a little cre- 
dulous. ? 

I always bear about me more 
than two thouſand paſſages of the 
Holy Alcoran; round each of my 
arms is faſtned a ſmall packet, where- 
in-are written the names of above 


two hundred Derviſes : thoſe of Al, 
Fatima, 
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Fatima, and all the pure ones, are 
concealed in above twenty places of 
my cloaths. | | whe 

And yet, I have never the worſe 
opinion of thoſe, who deny the 
virtue that we attribute to certain 
words : it is a much harder task 
for us to anſwer their Arguments, 
than it is for them our 
Experiments. I wear about me 
theſe ſacred Relicks for cuſtom 
ſake, and to conform to the gene- 
ral Practice: I believe that if they 
have no more virtue in them than 
the Rings and other Ornaments we 
wear for ſhow, ſo neither have they 
leſs; but thou putteſt thy whole 
confidence in certain my ſterious Let- 
ters; and without this ſafeguard 
thou would'ſt be in continual ap- 
prehenſion. eus 

Men are very unhappy : they do 
nothing but fluctuate between Falſe 
| Hopes and Ridiculous Fears: and 
inſtead of reſting upon Reaſon, they 
create to themſelves Monſters that 
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ſcare them, or Phantoms that mii 
lead them. | #10 
What effect would'ſt thou haye 
the marfhalling of certain Letters 
to produce? and what effect doſt 
thou expect from putting the ſame 
out of order? What relation do 
they bear to the Winds, that they 
ſhould lay a Storm; what to Gun- 
powder, to damp the force therc- 
of; what relation have they to what 
the Phyficians call the peccant hu- 
mour and the Morbific cauſe of 
Maladies, in order to their cure? 
The cream of the Jeſt is, that 
thoſe very people who fatigue their 
Reaſon to find a reference between 
certain Events and occult Virtues, 
have no leſs difficulty to hinder 
themſelves from ſeeing the truc 
cauſe thereof. 45 | 
Thou wilt tell me that 'Sorcery 
has occaſioned the winning of 
Battle : and I tell thee, that thou 
muſt wink very hard, not to find 
in the ſituation of the ground, in 


the number or courage of the Sol- 
| diers, 


] 
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diers, in the experience of the Cap- 


tains, ſufficient cauſes for producing 
that effect, of which thou art re- 
ſolved not to ſee the cauſe. | 
I'll ſuppoſe for once there is ſuch 
a thing as Witchcraft : and do you 
in your turn for once ſuppoſe there 
is no ſuch thing: for that's not im- 
poſſible: this conceſſion which thou 
makeſt me, hinders not two Armies 
from fighting: wilt thou in that 
caſe have it that neither of theſe 
two can win the victory? Doſt 
thou believe that their Fate will re- 
main uncertain, till ſome inviſible 
power comes to determine it? that 
every ſhot ſhall be loſt, all prudenee 
ineffectual, and all courage unſer- 
viceable? k 
Thinkeſt thou that Death, in fo 
many hideous ſhapes, cannot pro- 
duce in the minds of men thoſe pa- 
nick terrors which thou art at ſuch 
a loſs to account for? Wilt thou 
have it, that in an Army of an hun- 
dred thouſand men, there cannot 
poſſibly be one Coward ? Fhiak: 
' e 
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eſt thou that this man's heart mil. 
giving him may not produce the 
tke in another; and that the ſe. 
cond, deſerting a third, may not 
ſoon occaſion him to abandon 1 
fourth ? There needs no more thah 
this, and deſpair of conquering ſhal 
| ſeize at once a whole Army; and 
the more numerous it is, ſo much 
the eaſter may this happen. 
Every body knows, and even 
body feels, that men, like all other 
creatures who tend to preſerve their 
being, are paſhonately fond of life, 
This is notorious in general: and 
ſhall we enquire wherefore, upon: 
particular occaſion, they are afraid 
of loſing it ? Arnol 
Though the ſacred Books of ill 
Nations are filled with thoſe panic 
or ſupernatural terrors, I do not 
think there is any thing ſo trifling: 
becauſe before we can be aſſured 
that an effect, which may be pro- 
duc'd by a hundred thouſand m- 
tural Cauſes, is ſupernatural; we 
muſt find out whether any of = 
| CAuIcS 
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cauſes omitted to act; which it is 


impoſſible to do. " nning 

I ſhall ſay no more to thee, Na- 
thaniel, but only that in my opini- 
on the ſubject does not deſerve to 
be ſo ſeriouſly handled. £01 


Paris, 20th of the Moon 
Chahban, 1720, 7 


P. F. As J was concluding, I 
r heard them cry in the ſtreet a letter 
from a country Phyſician to a Phy- 
, fician at Paris, (for here all manner 
( of traſh is printed, publiſhed, and 
1 bought up) I thought I ſhould de 
d well to ſend it thee, becauſe it has 
| ſome reference to our ſubje& ; there 
| are a great many things in it which 
c I do not underſtand ; but thou, 
t who art a Phyſician, muſt needs 
| underſtand the language of the fra- 
( ternity. FE" ins 
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ing I know a man that never prall. 


mid, the Patient caus'd the curtams 


% 
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Letter from a Phyſician in the Coun 
try to a Phyſician at Paris. 


THERE was a Sick Man in bu, 
town, that could get no ſleep fir 
five and thirty days together his Phy- 
fictan ordered him Opium, but he could 
not be prevuil'd upon to take it; ont 
he had the Cup at his mouth, and ibi 
he was more irreſolute than ever : ul 
laſt he ſays to his Phyſician, Sir, | 
beg quarter only till to-morrow mom. 


fes Phyſick, but who has a multitudt 
of Medicines for ſuch as cant flet); 
give me leave to ſend for him and if | 
don't fleep to-night, I promiſe to go in 
with you. The Phyſician being di 


to be drawn cloſe, and bid his Fool 
boy go and fetch My. Anis to him. Mr. 
Anis comes Dear Mr. Anis, I am 4 
dead Man; I can't get a wink of ſeep 
han't you in your ſhop ſuch a thing as 
the C. of G, or elſe ſome Book of Ve- 


votion compos'd by a reverend' * 
0 
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of the Society of Jeſus, that you han't 
been able to get rid of ? for oftentimes 
thoſe Medicines are beſt that have been 

W /onge/t kept. Sir, ſays the Bookſeller, 
I have Father Cautin's Holy Court 
in ſix Volumes at your ſervice ; I will 
go and fetch em you. hope they will 
do you good. If you would: have the 
works of the reverend Father Rodri- 
gues the Spaniſh Feſuit, you are wel- 
come to them; but take my word for 
it, you had better ſtick to Father 
Cauſin; and I hope with God's Bleſs 
ing one period of Father Cauſin will 
operate as much as awhole Leaf of the 
C. of G. Upon this Mr. Anis runs and 
fetches the Medicine out of bis ſhop.” 
The Holy Court arrives; the duſt is 
wip'd off : the Sick Man's Son, a 
young Schools Boy, began to read in it; 
be was the firſt it had an effeft upon 
| at the ſecond Page his Tongue began to 
, faulier ; and now the whole Company 
felt themſelves ſinking away; the mo- 
; ment afterwards they all fell a ſnoring, 
except * fick Man; who, after he — 

he 
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held out a long time, at laſt fell into; 
Doze. + Fab 
Early in the morning the Phyficiu 
comes : Well, has he taken my Opiun 
mo anſwer is made him the Mit 
the Daughter, the young Lad, all „ 
verjoy'd point to Father Cauſin: H M,, 
ast what it was : they anſwer, Cod. 
Bleſſing on Father Cauſin, he ſpall it 
ſent to the Binder's : who would haut 
thought this? A miracle a miracle! 
See there Sir, ſee Father Cauſin; 'twas 
he procured my Father this bleſſed my. 
And ſo they up and told the whl: 
thing to him, juſt as it happen d. 
The Phyſician was a deep Scholar: 
replete with the myſteries of the Cx 
bala, and the power of Words and Spi- 
rits. This accident ſet his thoughts at 
work : after a little muſing, he reſolv's 
abſolutely to alter his method. Here's Nice 
a very extraordinary cure, ſays be ti 
himſelf ; here's an experiment befurt 
my face; it muſt be puſh'd on further: 
why may not a Man's Spirit transfer 
upon the product of his brain, the ſam 
quali 
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ualities it has in its ſelf ? is it not 
Won every day? at leaſt it is worth 
bile to try : 1 am tir'd out with the 
Vorhecaries; their Syrops, their Fu- 
1s, and all the Galenical Druggs, 
re ruinous both to the Patient's health 
d pocket. I' take another courſe y 
try the vertue of Spirits. Upon 
his Idea he drew up a new Pharma- 
y, as you will ſee by the deſcription I 
n going to give you, of the princi- 
al Recipes he preſcribes. 


A purgative Ptiſane. i 


6 


Take three leaves of Ariſtotle's Lo- 
ic in Greek ; two leaves of ſome tract 
ſcholaſtic Theology, the ſharpeſt you 
an get; for example, the ſubtle Sco- 

four of Paracelſus z one of A- 
icenna; ſix of Averroes; three of 
Porphyry ; as many of Plotinus ; as 
any of Jamblicus : infuſe the whole 
wenty four Hours; and take of it 
our times 4 day. 


wm TS YH tm, „ ©@4 
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Take ten AX** of CRM 
cerning the B * and the CA 
the I * * diſtill them in Balneo My 
riæ, mortiſy a drop of the atrid au 
Harp humour which proceeds from i 
ina glaſs of common Water, aud fuk 
Io the whole down at once. 


A Vomitive. 


Take fix Harangues, tavelve fun 
Orations indifferently, carefully avid 
ing however not to take "thoſe of Mr 
D. N; à collection of new Oper, 
fifty Romances, thirty new Memos: 
put the whole into a long narrowuts 
round=belly'd Bottle ; tet it digeſt u 
days; then diſtill them in hot (and! 
aud if this will. not do, 


Another, ſtronger. 


Take a Leaf of marble Paper, ulil 
has ſerv'd for @ cover to the Colle 


ö 


7 
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J. T's pieces - infuſe it the ſpace of 
bree Minutes, warm a ſpoonful * tbis 
Wnfuſion, and ſwallow it. 


\ yery ſimple Remedy againſt an 
” Aſthma. 


Read all the works of the reverend 
Father Maimbourg, à quondam Jo- 
uit ; beware you flop not till you come 
o the end of a Period, and you will 
find a gradual return of the faculty of 
breathing, without needing to repeat 
the remedy. 


\oainſt the Itch, Scurf, Scald-heads, 
Farcy in Horſes. 


| Take three of Ariſtotle's Catego- 
ws, three metaphyſical degrees, one 
liſtinction, fix of Chapelain's Ver ſes, 
pe Phraſe out of tbe Letters of the 
\bbot de St. Cyran; write the whole 
pon a piece of Paper, then fold-it ag, 
faſten it to @ Ribban,. and Wear it a- 
bout your neck, 


N 2 Mira- 
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Miraculum Chymicum de vielen 
fermentatione cum fumo,'ipnet 
flamma. - alf 


Ea 2 r5 


Miſte Queſnellianam infuſoum 
cum infuſione Lallemaniand : fat 
mentatio cum magna vi, mmpetu, ( 
tonitru, acidis pugnantibus, & inin 
penetrantibus alcalinos ſales : ſiet En 
poratio ardentium ſpirituum : pom . 
*quorem fermentatum in alembico ni 
inde extrahes, & nihil invenits, 
caput mortuum. 30 
2 [7 Haiggt 
Lenitivumm. 

l „ vg 99 

Recipe Moline Anodini” hi 
duas; Eſcobaris relaxativi pa 
ſex , Vaſquii emollientis folium mis, 
infunde in aquæ communis Ib. ity. 
conſumptionem dimidiæ partis cn 
S exprimantur; & in expreſſion dj 
ſolve Bauni deterſivi, & Tamm 
abluentis folia iii. Fiat Clien, 
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I Cloroſim, quam vulgus pallidos 
colores, aut febrim amatoriam ap- 
pellat. are er 1121 


th 
44 


1 5 

. — | 

k ? 14 
1 


Recipe Aretini figuras quatuor; R. 
Thome Sanchii de Matrimonio folia 
j. infundantur in aquæ communis li- 
Was quinque. "I 85885 
Fiat Ptiſana aperiens. 


Theſe are the Drugs, which our 
Phyſician adminiſter'd with a ſuc- 
cels not to be imagin'd. He Was 
againſt the uſe of your rare and un- 
common Medicines, and ſuch as are 
ſcarce any where to be met with, 
becauſe he would not ruin his Pa- 
tients : As for example, an Epiſtle 
Dedicatory that never made any 
body yawn; a Preface, too ſhort; 
a Paſtoral Letter written by a Bi- 
ſhip; and the work of a Janſeniſt, 
| deſpis'd by a Janſeniſt, or elſe ad- 
mird by a. Jeſuit : ſuch ſort of Re- 
medies are only fit to ſupport 
N 3 Quackery, 


— — 


* 
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Quackery, to which he had an 
ſurmountable Antipathy. 1 700 


8 Pr OY #4 
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LETTER CXXXVIIL 
Usbek 7 Rhedi, az Venice 


1 T has been long ago ſaid tit 
Sincerity was the Soul of a gre 
Miniſter. 9 
A private man cart enjoy obſer 
rity wherever he is; he only-d 
credits himſelf with ſome few' pe- 
ple; he is conceal'd to others; bit 
a Miniſter who wants Probity, l 
as many W itnefles, as many Judge, 
as there are Men under his Go 
ment. 2 
May I ſpeak a bold word? The 
greateſt miſchicf done by a Mit 
ſter without Probity, is not differs 
ing his Prince, and ruining hisPcv 
ple: there is another in my opim 
on a thouſand times more dange- 
rous; and that is the ill example le 


ſets. 
Thou 
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Thou know'ſt that I travell'd a 
1 ong time in the Indies. I there ſaw a 
Nation naturally generous, pervert- 
in an inſtant, Hem the loweſt to 
Whe higheſt, purely by the bad ex- 
Inple of a chief Miniſter, I have 
en a whole People, among whom 
eneroſity, Probity, Candor, Sin- 
Werity were always lookt upon as 
Wnherent qualities, become at onee 
be worſt People in the, world; 
he Evil ſpreading it ſelf, not even 
me pureſt members eſcaping it: the 
moſt virtuous men doing the un- 
worthieft ackions; and violating on 
all occaſions the firſt principles of Ju- 
ſtice, upon this frivolous pretence, 
that ſhe was violated ro their 
Hands. Ni 
They call'd upon the moſt odi- 
ous Law3 to warrant the baſeſt acti- 
ons; and gave Injuſtice and Trea- 
chery, the name of Neeeſſity. 

1 have ſeen the faith of contracts 
baniſht, the moſt ſacred conventi- 
ons annihilated, all the Laws of Fa- 
milies turn'd topſy-turyy. I have 
| __ {cen 
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een covetous debtors, proud fu 
inſolent poverty, become the ni 
ſcandalous inſtruments of the fu 
lof the Laws, and of the rigòur a 
the times; pretending à paymenl, 
3nftead!.of. making one, and cum 
The very throats of their beneſs 
£tors. 1.21 52463 10 
I have ſcen others ſtill wor 
buying up, almoſt for: nothing, a 
rather picking up from the Eu 
Hak Leaves, to exchange em i 
ihe ſubſtance of the: Widows a 
the Orphans. : i 29018 (18 
I have ſeen ſuddenly ſprung up 
in every Heart, an inſatiable thi 
after Money. I have ſeen form'l 
in a moment a curſed: confpitacyito 
he Rich; not by a commendable 
labour, and a generous induſtry, bu 
by the ruin of the Prince, the Stat 
and Fellow- Citizens. 1 
] have ſeen an honeſt Citizen, in 
thoſe unhappy. times, never go 0 
bed without ſaying, I have ruin 
one Family to- day, and to- moro 
Ell ruin another. 1 


1. 2 7 
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Jam going, faid another, with a | 
black man with an Inkhorn in 1 
his hand, and a ſteel Pen in his Ear, 
to aſfaſſinate all thoſe co WOm 1 
have any obligation. "+ 0 Neon 
Another ſaid; I ſee 1 ſhall make 
up my matters: tis true; when 1. 
went three days ago to make a cer- 
tain payment, I left a whole Fa- 
mily in tears; I conſum'd the Por- 
tons of two deſerving young La- 
dies, and robb'd a young Lad of his 
education; their Father will dye 
with grief, the Mother has broke 
her heart: but I did no more than 
what the Law allowed. = © 
What greater crime can there be, 
than that which a Miniſter com- 
mits, when he corrupts the manners 
of a whole Nation, degrades the 
moſt generous Souls, tarniſhes tlie 
luſtre of dignities, darkens even 
virtue it ſelf, and confounds the 
moſt exaited birth in the univerſal 
contempt ? 1 8 ; c £445 $1.8 DG 
{What will, Poſterity ſay; When 
ſhe muſt bluſh for her forefathers? 
N sf what 
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what will the future People” fa, 
when they ſhall compare the Irw 
of their anceſtors, with the Gold 
of thoſe to whom they imme, 
ately owe the light ? F doubt 10 
but the Gentry will expunge ol 
of their Seutcheons thoſe mtamous 
Quarterings whichdiſhonour them; 
and will leave the preſent Genen 
tion in the frightful Nothingneb 
Whereto they have brought the- 
ſelves. 39 I pf 


| 


Paris, 1125 of the Moon 
Rhamazan, 1720. 


LeTrT E CXXALK. 
The Chief Eunuch to Usbek. 


＋ HIN Gs are come to that pas 
here, there's no enduring it 
thy Wives fancy'd thy departure 
left them an entire impunity”! hem 
are ſtrange doings : I can't forbear 
trembling 


* 
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trembling my ſelf at the recital of 
what I'm about to tell thes. 
Zelis going not long ſince to the 


* 


. 


Moſque let down her Veil, and 55 
pear d bare- fac d before the whol 
People. 0 
caught Zachi in bed with one 
of her female Slaves; a thing ſo 
ſeverely forbid by the Laws of the 
Seraglio. | | 
By the greateſt chance in the 
world I came by a Letter, which I 
ſend thee. I have not been able to 
find out who it was directed to. 
Laſt night a young man was found 
in the Garden of the Seraglio,. and- 
he made his efeape over the wall. 
Add to this what has not as yet 
reacht my certain knowledge; for 
aſſuredly thou art betray'd. I Wait 
thy Orders; and till the happy mo- 
ment that I receive them, I ſhall 
he under terrible apprehenfions : 
but if thou commirteſt not all 
theſe women to my diferetion, I 


= 
* 


will not anſwer for any one of em, 
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and ſhall have every day as bad ney 
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Usbek to the Chief + Emnnch-at 
the Seraglto of Hpahan. 


Eceive with this Letter an ab- 
folute power over the whole 
Seraglio : command with the ſame 
authority as my ſelf ; let fear and ter- 
ror accompany thy ſteps : run from 


one apartment to another diſtribut. 


= 
. 


ng chaſtiſements and correctioss 
* thing be brought under 
conſternation: let all diſſolve into 
tears before thee: interrogate the 
whole Seraglio : begin with, the 
ſlaves: ſpare not my own favourite: 
let nothing eſcape thy dreadful tr 


ugs : bring zo light the moſt * 
a 


? 


n . forands ln rn dS A. 
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den ſecrets;* purify xhat infamous 
place, and e ell geld Virtue: 
for from this moment be upon th 
head the minuteſt faults char al 
be committed: I ſuſpect Zelis to 
be the perſon to whom that Letter, 
which ſo ſurpriz'd you, Was direct- 
ed: ſift into this affair with the 
Eyes of a Linn. 


From , the nth of the © 
Moon Zilbage, 171. 


8 


1 — ne 
 L:rrer CXLE © 
Narſit 2 Usbek, at Paris. 


5.43% 1c) 

THE Chief Eunuch is newly 
1 dead, magnificent Lord! as I 
am the eldeſt of thy Slaves, I have 
taken his place, till thou ſhalt have 
ſignify'd upon whom thou pleaſeſt 
b& calt thy TT OE 
Two days after his death, a Let- 
ter was brought me from thee, di- 
rected to him: I preſum'd not to 
5 open 


* * ; 
N i , . bu * . 2 0 | "2 
1289 Perfian Letters; 


open it - T reſpectfully put it intoa 
cover: and have lock'd it up, un- 
til thou makeſt known thy facred 
Yeſterday a Slave, in the dead 
of night, came and inform'd 
me, he had found a young man in 
the Seraglio : F aroſe : I examined 
into the thing : and bchold it was 
a Viſion. | | 150 
I kiſs thy feet, ſublime Lord; 
and I beſeech thee to rely on my 
Zeal, my Experience, and- my. ad- 
vanc'd Age. OP 
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D me Op nw na. 


Frem the Seraglio of Iſpahan, 
the: 5th of the Moon Gem 
mad! 1, 1718. 
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Lerrer CXLIE | 1 


Usbek 70 Narſit, ar the Feruglio 
of Iſpahan. 


W Retch, thou art in poſſeſſion: 
of Letters, which enjoyn a 
eedy and ſevere execution: the 
leaſt delay may drive me to mad- 
neſs, and thou remaineſt calm be- 
neath an idle pretext ! 
There are horrible doings: : L 
know not. but one Half of my Slaves 
deſerve death: I ſend you the Let- 
ter which the Chief Eunuch wrote 
to me thereupon, before he dy'd : 
Had you open'd: the Pacquet di- 
rected to him, you had therein 
found ſanguinary Orders: read there- 
fore thoſe Orders, and if you exe- 
cute em not, you ſhall be cut off. 


From * ** 2555 of the 
Moon Chalyal, 1718. 
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1 en r R N C XIII. : 
11 Yall "1, 
” 70. Usbek, at -Paris/ 


1111997 753 35, 5790180 9m! 
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GHould I longer keep ſilence, I 
ſhould. be as guilty as thoſe Cri 
minals thou haſt in the Seraglio. 
IJ was the Confident of the Chief 
Eunuch, the faithfulleſt of all: thy 
dla ves. When he ſaw himſelf drays 
ing towards his end, he ſent for 
me, and deliver'd himſelf in theſe 
words: I'm a dying man; and no- 
thing troubles me, but that the hiſt 
thing I beheld, was the Diſloyalty 
of my Maſter” s women : Heaven 
reſerve. him from the misfortunes 
I foreſee: and when I am dead; 
may my threatning Ghoſt appear to 
thoſe e retches, to re- 
em of their Duty, and once 

_ ſtrike terror into them] Here 
are the Keys of this venerable place: 


go and carry them to the eldeſt of 


the FR Boche 3 was if after = 


not 
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not thou to advertiſe thy Maſter of 
it. Saying theſe words, he expired 
in my ABS... as 1 
What be wrote to the ſome 


time before he dy'd, concerning the 
behaviour of thy wives, 1 11 
not: there is in the Seraglio a'Let- 


ter which would have carried ter- 
ror along with it, had it been o- 
pened; that which thou wroteſt 
fince, was intercepted three Leagues 
from this Place: I know not what 
to make on't : every thing falls out 
unluckily. ee 
All this time thy wives obſerve 
no. manner of Decorum: ſince the 
death of the Chief Eunuch, they 
think they may do any thing: none 
but Roxana continues dutiful, and 


preſerves her Modeſty. The others 


grow worſe and worſe every day. We 
no longer behold upon the coun- 
tenance of thy wives that maſculine 
and ſevere Virtue, which was wont 


to be ſo conſpicuous in every fea+- 
ture: A new kind of Pleaſure and 


Joyfulneſs that reigns among them; 
he 15 


29% Perſian Lorters, 
is in my judgment an infallible to- 
ken of ſome new Satis fact ion. In 
the minuteſt things I obſerve à Li. 
centiouſneſs till now unknown: there 
prevails among thy very Slaves 4 
certain Indolence which ſurprize 
me: they no longer obſerve the 
Rules of their Duty: they have 
not that Eagerneſs nor Zeal for thy 
Service, which formerly ſeem'd'to 
animate the whole Seraglio. 
Thy women have been eight days 
in the Country, at one of thy pri- 
vateſt houſes. The Slave who hath 
the care thereof, is ſaid to have been 
corrupted, and that, ſome time be- 
fore thy wives arrived there, he! 
concealed two men in a hole wit 
in the walls of the principal Cham - 
ber, from whenee they came out 


in the night ſeaſon, after we were 


retired: the old Eunuch, who at pre- 
ſent prefides over us, is an infirm 
Wretch, and believes every thing 
they ſay to him. 13 

My Choler boils at the hanger 
of ſo much Treachery: and if b 
1 | ven 
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ven ſo ordains it for thy advanta 
and better / ſervice, that I ſhall be 
thought capable of governing: I 
promiſe thee, and J Will undertake, 
that if thy women are not Virtu- 
ous, they ſhall at leaſt be Loyal, 


From the Seraglis of Iſpa- 
han, the 6th of the 
Mon Rebiab, 1719. 


LETTER CXLIV. 
Narſit ro Usbek, ar Paris. 


N Oxana and Zelis deſired to go 
into the Country: I did not 
think fit to refuſe them. Happy 
Ucbel, thou haſt faithful Wives and 
vigilant Slaves: my Lot is fallen 
to command in a place which Vir- 
tue ſeems to have choſen for an 
Aſylum : depend upon it that no- | 
thing ſhall paſs therein, whieh thy 
own eyes could be offended at thle 
ſight of. en Br WW 

A 
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A misfortune has happened, which 
 b$ibes me no ſmall diſturbance. Some 
Armenian Merchants newly! arrived 
at Hpabun, were charged with a 
Eettef from thee to me: IIſent 
Slave td ſetch it: in his return he 
was robhed; ſo that the Letter is loſt. 
Write therefore to me with ſpeed: 
for in the preſent circumſtances of 
affairs, thou muſt needs have thing 
of moment to communicate. 
r 75:1 1005 3% Vam 2Dtewet 
"From: the Seraglio of Fatma, 
the 6th of the Moon 12 
-Reviab, 1719. 
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LETTER CXLV. 


Usbek co Solim, ar the def. 
glio of Iſpahan. 
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Put the Sword into thy hand: J 
intruſt thee. with that which at 
preſent is the deareſt thing to me in 
the world; namely my Vengeance 
enter upon this new Employ ; jon 
"Kai cay 
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leave behind thee thy heart and thy 
humanity : I have written to my 
wives, to obey thee implicitly: in 
the confuſion of ſo many Crimes 
they ſhall fall down at the leaf 
glance of thy Eye. I; muſt; owe 
to thee my happineſs and my quiet; 
give me back my: Seraglio as I left 
it; but let it be firſt expiated: root 
out the guilty, and make ſuch trem- 
ble as would have been ſo, What 
rewards may'ſt thou not expect from 
thy Maſter, for ſuch ſignal ſervices? 
It is thy own fault, if thou doſt not 
only ſet thy ſelf vaſtly above thy con- 
dition; but all recompences that ever 
entred into thy heart to conceive. 
„Ae ar | 
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Paris, 4th of the Moon 3 
TChahban, 1719. IE Ad 
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LETTER CXLVI. 


Usbek, to his Wives at the Je. 


raglio of Iſpahan. 
MA this Letter be like a 


a Cloud amidſt a ſtorm of rattling 
Hail and Lightning ! Solim is your 


Chief Eunuch, not to watch ye, but 


to puniſſi ye: let the whole Seraglio 


humble it ſelf before him: he is to 


inſpect your paſt actions; and for the 
time to come he ſhall bear ſo:ſtrict a 
hand over ye, that you {hall at leaſt 
lament your loſs of Liberty, if eu 
lament not that of your Virtue. 


Paris, the 4th of the Moen 12 
Chahban, 1719. 
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LETTER CXL VII. 
Usbek 70 Neſſir, at Iſpahan. 


Hr he, that knowing the va- 
1 lue of a calm and undiſturbed 
life, repoſes his heart amidſt his ewn 
Family, and knows no other Coun- 
try but that wherein he drew his firſt 
Breath. 25 | 

Ilive here in a barbarous Climate, 
preſent to every thing that makes 
me uneaſy, abſent from every thing 
that may make me happy: a hea» 
vineſs ſeizes me; I am ſadly dejected; 


I ſink beneath the preſſure : methinks 


I am going to be Annthilated; nor 
do I ſcaroe feel my {elf to be alive, 
but only at ſuch times when a diſ- 
mal Fit of Jealouſy begins to kindle 


it ſelf, and breed in my Soul Fears, 


Suſpicions, Hatreds and Repinings. 

Thou knoweſt me, Nefir 3 thou 
haſt always been as throughly ac- 
queued with my Heart as with 
hy own: I ſhould move thy Pity, 


Wert 
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wert thou to know my deplorable : 
condition: ſometimes I wait fix long 
months for news from the Seraglio: 
- I count the moments as they ſlide 
away; my impatience makes them 
feem long and tedious : and when 
the long look'd-for Minute ap- 
proaches, there is a ſudden revolu- 
tion in my heart, my hand trem- 
bles in opening the fatal Letter: 
that diſquiet which rack'd me be- 
fore, I at ſuch times look upon s 
the happieſt fituation I could pol 
ſibly enjoy : and I dread being put 
out of it by a blow that. will be 
more cruel to me than ten thouſand 
deaths. 1 
But whatever reaſon J had to leave 
my Country; tho' I owe my Lite 
to my retreat; I can no longer, Ne 
fir, continue in this terrible exile. 
Ah why do I ſurvive the Chagrin 
that every moment preys upon me? 
I have a thouſand times preſs d Ria 
to leave this ſtrange Land : but he 
oppoſes all my reſolutions : he frames 


a thouſand pretences ; he ſeems to 
have 
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ave. forgot his COUNTS, or rather 
he ſeems to have forgot his Friends 
ſo unconcern d is he at my uneaſineſs. 
Woe is me! J long to re-vimn 
my native Country, perhaps do be- 
ome {till more wretched. What 
ſhall I do there? only bring back. 
n object for my enemies to wreak... 
their malice upon. This is not 
all: I ſhall enter into the Seraglio: 

I ſhall there demand an account of 
the fatal hours that paſs'd in my 
abſence: and if I find any one guil- 
ty, what will become of me? if 
only the idea of it is ſo intollerable 
to me at this diſtance, how ſhall 
bear it when my preſence ſhall 
render it ſtill more ſenſible? how 
muſt it be for me, to ſee and to 
hear what I can't ſo much as think 
of, without ſhivering with horror? 
Laſtly, how muſt it be, when the 
Puniſhments which I my ſelf ſhall. 
pronounce, ſhall be the eternal 
marks of my Confuſion and Diſtra- 


ction? 


-- Yor. II. T 
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I ſhall go and ſhut my ſelf y 
within thoſe walls, leſs terrible 
the women that are kept th 
than to me: I ſhall enter wich al 
my Suſpicions about me: their fo 
Careſſes will not in the leaſt ding 
niſn them: in bed, in their ye 
arms, I ſhall enjoy nothing by 
diſquiet; at a time ſo unfit for 
gedlion, my Jealouſy will find mit 
ter for it: Worthleſs ſcum of thi 
Creation: Vile flaves whoſe heat 
has been for ever ſhut to cveryſe 
riment of Love; you would cal 
to lament your condition, did yol 
but know the unhappineſs « 


mine. 


Paris, 4th of the Moon 
_ . Chahban, 1719. . 
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Lux ITY CXLVII. . 8 
Roxana #5 Usbek, ar Paris. 
orrour, Darkneſs, and Fear 
reign throughout the whole 


Seraglio: It is wrapt in a terrible 
mourning: a Tyger each moment 


1. lets looſe all his rage; he has ſen- 
mug tenc'd to a moſt ſevere puniſhmenr, 
Two white Eunuchs that have 
Confeſt nothing but their Inno- 
cence: he has ſold part of our 
1 Slaves: and has obliged us to en- 


terchange among our felyes ſuch 
others as he did not diſpoſe of. Za- 
chi and Zelis have receiv'd in their 
chamber, in the obſcurity of the 
night, a moſt ſhameful. treatment: - 
the ſacrilegious W retch was ſo 
bold as to lay his. vile hands on 
them: he keeps us ſhut up in our 
reſpective apartments: and though 
no ſoul is with us, he obliges us 
to be always veil'd: We are not 
luffer'd to ſpeak to each other: it 
IVY Q2 were 
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were a crime for any body 
write to us; in ſhort; we hae 
berty to do nothing but to weep, 
A band of new Eunuchs is ay 
ter'd into the Seraglio, where the 
beſiege us night and day: "of 
ſleep is inceſſantly interrupted h 
their real or pretented ſuſpicions 
All my comfort is, that this cats 
not laſt long, and that my alli 
ctions will end with my life, u 
that very ſoon; cruel Usbek, I ſhul 
not give thee an opportunity 11 
put a ſtop to theſe outrages.: © 


From the Sera jo at Iſpahan, 
the ad of the Moon Mahar- 
ram, 1720. 
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LETTER CXLIX. N | 
Solim 20 Usbek, at Pari. 


I Lament: m fate, magnificent 

Lord! and thy fate I lame! 

too: never did faithful Seryans fo 
3: ſu 


— 


7 


Perſian Letter. 3cz 
ſuch a weight of woe as I do. Be- 
hold here thy misfortunes and mine: 
I cannot write them without trem- 
Ring, SF 4, 

Ts by all .the Prophets in 
Heaven, that from the time thou 
intruſtedſt thy Wives to my car 
I have watched them night an 


day: I have not one moment ſuſ- 


nded viligance: I began my 
ann 5 — Chaſtiſements; 
which I put a ſtop to without 
quitting my natural auſterity. 

But what am I talking of? Why 
ſhould I boaſt to thee of a fideli- 
ty that has been of no ule to thee ? 
forget all my paſt ſervices: look 
upon me as a traitor, and puniſh 
me for all thoſe crimes which I. 
have not been able to prevei 

Roxana, the proud Roxana O 
Heavens, whom ſhall we truſt? 
Thou didſt ſuſpe& Zachi, and waſt 
perfectly ſecure of Roxana; but her 
ſtern virtue was all a cheat; it 
was only a Veil to her perfidiouſ- 
nels; I ſurprized her in the arms 
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of a young man, who, as ſon's 
he ſaw he was diſcover'd, fell up- 
on me: he gave me two wound 
with his Dagger; the Eunuchs 
coming in at the noiſe, ſurrounded 
him; he defended himſelf a confi- 
derable time, and wounded feyerl 
of them; he even attempted to-go 
ack into the Chamber, to die f 
faid, in Roxana's fight : but atlength 
he was overpowered, and fell dead 
K 5 

I know not, fublime Lord, whe- 
ther I ought to wait: for thy ſeyere 
orders: thou haſt committed thy 
vengeance to my care, and J ought 
not to defer it. | 


From the Seraglio at Iſpahan, 
the 8th of the Moon Rebi- 
ab, 1720. | L 
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Roxana o Usbek, at Paris; 


ES, I have deceived thee, I 
have corrupted thy Eunuchis: 
F made a ſport of thy Jealouſy; 
and found means to turn thy hated 
Seraglio into a place of pleaſure - 
and delight. 5 1. 
I feel: the near approaches of 
Death ; the poiſon is working in my 
veins. For, what ſhould T do here, 
ſince the only man that made life 
agreeable is no more? I am dying: 
my Ghoſt is upon the wing, but 
8 its flight in good company: 
J have juſt ſent away thoſe facrile- 
gious Guardians that have ſhed the 
pureſt blood in the world. ; 
How could'ſt thou think me ſo 

credulous, as to fancy my ſelf ſent in- 
to the world for no other purpoſe 
than to adore thy Caprices? that 
at the ſame time thou allowed'ſt th 

ſelf all manner of liberties, thou had 
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a right to confine all my deſires? 
No: I liv'd indeed in ſervitude, but 
{till I was free: I reformed thy Lays 
by thoſe of Nature, and my Mind 
ſtill kept it ſelf independant. 
Thou oughteſt even to thank me 
for the Sacrifice I made thee, in 
humbling my ſelf ſa much as to 
ſeem faithful to thee; in Pogry 
confining within my heart what 
ought to have made conſpicuou 
to the ary Pony 99 in pro- 
phaning of Virtue, by. ſuffering to 
80 by Chas name, my ſubmiſſion to 
thy whims. _ i „ ci 
Thou waſt amaz'd at not find- 
ing in me the tranſports of Love: 
hadſt thou thoroughly known me, 
thou had found nothing 21 
heart but the moſt violent h 
But thou haſt had a long time 
the advantage of believing, that 4 
heart like mine was a ſlave to thee; 
we. were both of us happy: you 
fancy'd you cheated we and I al 
the while actually cheated you. 


| Dioubt⸗ 
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Doubtleſs this Language ſeems 
new to thee : is it pollble after I 
have overwhelm'd thee with grief, 
I ſhould likewiſe force thee to ad- 


mire my courage? but it is done: 


the Poiſon conſumes me: my ſtrength 


forſakes me; my pen drops out of 
my hand: I feel even my very 
Hatred decay; I am Dying. 


From the Seraglio at Iſpahan,.. 
the 8th of the Moon Reb 
ab, 1720, | 


